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M E A S U R I N G  P E R F O R M A N C E

How does the draft plan measure up?

In order to understand how our proposed thinking for the Corridor performs from a 
sustainability perspective, we have partnered with the UBC School of Architecture and 
Landscape Architecture to create visualizations, and develop and measure appropriate 
sustainable indicators. 

We want to understand:

1. What the Corridor might look like.  
2. How the plan performs from a transit ridership perspective. 
3. If the draft plan provides for the opportunity for low carbon district heating
    systems.

To determine if the draft plan takes us in the right direction with respect to optimizing 
the investment in transit, we have measured the presence of residents and employees 
within close proximity to stations. 

To determine if draft plan could support a low carbon community or district energy 
system, we have measured the potential energy intensity.  

These measures allow us to compare the performance of various neighbourhood 
precincts along the Corridor with other relevant or benchmarked areas in the City.

The performance measures shown below on the coloured graphs are:
• Dwelling Density – the number of residential dwelling units per hectare;
• Transit Intensity – the number of people and/or jobs per hectare;
• Energy Intensity (corridor sites only) – gigawatt hours (GWh) per hectare per year

The graphs compare the diff erent neighbourhood precincts along the corridor 
and show both existing and proposed build out under the draft plan. For all of the 
measurements “proposed” shows the potential if the entire study area were to be 
100% built out (including corridor sites and a conservative growth estimate for the 
surrounding neighbourhoods within walking distance of the Canada Line Stations). 
For further information regarding the performance measures for each neighbourhood 
please see the corresponding neighbourhood precinct board.

"ElementsDB catalogues comparable illustrated and measured 
examples of urban land uses. Database cases are built from fi eld 
measured examples of the land use 'elements' of urban form - 
parks and open spaces, streets, residential, commercial, civic and 
industrial parcels and buildings. Each case is rigorously measured 
and illustrated using comparable standards and graphic 
conventions." 

The School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, UBC
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P U B L I C  B E N E F I T S

Public benefi ts are a key component in livable, complete communities 
that improve the social and physical well-being of city residents. They 
include parks, community centres, libraries, childcare, neighbourhood 
houses, affordable housing, public realm and street improvements. 

Public benefi ts are typically funded through three methods:

Capital Plan:
City Council prioritizes the amenities and infrastruture needed around the City
for capital improvements. This is the main source of funding for public benefi t
improvements.

Development Cost Levies (DCL):
DCLs are charged on all new development that occurs in the City. These augment the 
capital budget. DCLs are used to pay for parks, child care, replacement aff ordable housing 
and engineering infrastructure. They are limited by law in how they can be spent.

Community Amenity Contributions (CAC):
CACs are voluntary contributions provided through rezonings, and are often identifi ed 
using a negotiated approach. CACs cand be used to pay for a wider range of
public benefi ts than DCLs.

Public benefi t needs are identifi ed through consideration of:

 Public Consultation Input• 
 City Standards for Services• 
 Council Approved Policy• 
 Existing Public Bennefi ts• 
 Community Demographics and Trends• 
 Development Economics (where applicable)• 

In addition to Citywide policies, there are a number of policy documents that infl uence 
public benefi t decisions in diff erent neighbourhoods within the Corridor.  These include:

 Riley Park South Cambie Vision (2005)  • 
 Oakridge Centre Policy Statement (2007)• 
 Oakridge Langara Policy Statement (1995)• 
 Marpole Plan (1979)• 

Community Assets are privately owned facilities that shape and 
contribute to dynamic neighbourhoods.  

They are encouraged by the Planning Department through Land Use Planning and Zoning 
initiatives that allow for mixed use and commercial space.  Although specifi c uses are not 
mandated, mixed use developments typically encourage ground level retail and commercial 
activity, to provide assets such as grocery stores, coff ee shops, restaurants, small scale retail 
and other neighbourhood services as well as to create a lively and dynamic streetscape. 

This plan will identify public benefi t priorities in the Corridor and identify means for 
providing them over time. Refer to the neighbourhood precinct boards for more information 
on public benefi t priorities. 




