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	Expression of Interest for Community Gardens



Are you interested in starting a new community garden?
Community gardens are recognized as important neighbourhood gathering places that promote neighbourhood livability, urban greening, community building, crime reduction, exercise and food production. Community gardens are powerful tools to achieve multiple social, environmental and economic benefits.
Vancouver has many community gardens located throughout the city - and more are being created each year.  The City of Vancouver is asking residents to send in expressions of interest to help identify potential new community garden sites. For instance, a potential site could be vacant land at the end of a block, land parallel to streets, areas of parks, etc. The list of potential community garden sites will help prioritize community garden support for upcoming years. 
For more information about community gardens in Vancouver visit vancouver.ca/communitygardens
How it works
1. Expression of interest: 
Community groups or individuals interested in starting a new community garden can send an expression of interest outlining what they have in mind, and the specific site they are interested in.  

Note: Please submit attached ‘expression of interest’ form. 

The City of Vancouver has operational guidelines for community gardens on City-owned land.  Please review this document before submitting an expression of interest form. 

2. Selecting successful community garden candidates: 
The City will consider the submitted proposals, and determine successful candidates. The expression of interest will help the City prioritize which gardens to support for upcoming years.
3. Formal application: 
The City will ask successful candidates to submit a formal application. 

4. Developing new gardens: 
The City will then work with successful candidates to finalize their design for the site and help prepare the gardens. 

Considerations 

When reviewing expressions of interests the City will consider the following:

· Geographic distribution: Are there other community gardens nearby? Where are the areas of the city that do not have access to community gardens? 
· Local neighbourhood demand for, and interest in, community gardens: Is there interest and support for a community garden in the community? 
· City-owned sites: For the purposed of this expression of interest, we will only be considering sites that are owned by the City of Vancouver. If you have questions or enquiries regarding ownership of land, please contact the number below.  
· Physical considerations: Is the size, tree canopy, or topography, etc conducive to a community garden? How much land preparation will have to take place before a community garden can be built?  
· Connections to other community food assets and partnerships: For instance, what are the connections to a community kitchen, food serving organization, or an educational aspect of the garden? 

· Applicant’s experience with volunteers, and gardening: Does the applicant demonstrate knowledge and experience with organizing volunteers and support for the garden? 
· Applicant’s partnership with a local non-profit organization: All community gardens on City-owned land, must be administered by a non-profit, strata or co-op. The organization must enter the licence agreement with the City. If you do not have a local non-profit organization, strata or co-op in mind, the City will work with you to determine potential organizations.   
If you have any questions or inquiries please contact communitygardens@vancouver.ca or 604-873-7204. 
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	CITY OF VANCOUVER

Social Policy and Engineering Services                  
Expression of Interest for Community Garden



There are many sites in and around Vancouver that could be ideal places for community gardens. The City of Vancouver is asking residents to send in an expression of interest to identify potential community garden sites to help prioritize garden support for 2012. 

Please complete the form below.
Send completed form to communitygardens@vancouver.ca by November 30, 2011.
	Name:
	     

	Affiliation (optional):
	     

	Mailing Address:
	     

	Telephone:
	     

	Email Address:
	     


NOTE: For community gardens on City-owned land, a non-profit, strata or co-op must enter in a licence agreement with the City. If you do not have a local non-profit organization, strata or co-op in mind, the City will work with you to determine potential organizations. 
Location of potential garden (please provide address and/or closest intersection):

	     


	1. What is your idea for a garden at the above location?




	2. If the site was selected for a community garden, please briefly describe how the local community will be involved. What connections have been made with community groups? 
     



	3. Include any supporting documents you might have (map, sketches, design ideas, letter of support, etc).
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