CITY OF VANCOUVER

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Report Date:  April 6, 2006

Author: Yardley McNeill
Phone No.: 604.873-7582
RTS No.: 5873

CC File No.: 08-2000-51
Meeting Date: April 18, 2006

TO: Vancouver City Council

FROM: Director of Current Planning

SUBJECT: 1285 West Pender Street (Evergreen Building), Designation and Heritage

Revitalization Agreements

RECOMMENDATION

A. THAT Council add the building at 1285 West Pender Street with the historic name of
the Evergreen Building, to the Vancouver Heritage Register in the “A” category and
designate the building as municipally protected heritage property.

B. THAT Council authorize the City to enter into a Heritage Revitalization Agreement for
the building at 1285 West Pender Street, to secure the rehabilitation and long term
protection of the building for either of the following two options:

(i) Residential use conversion, 5-storey addition to the roof and 129,000 square feet of
bonus density for transfer, AND/OR

(if) Commercial use retention, no additions to the roof and 150,000 square feet of
bonus density for transfer.

C. THAT Council instructs the Director of Legal Services to bring forward for enactment

the bylaws to authorize the designation and the Heritage Revitalization Agreement.

FURTHER THAT the Director of Legal Services be instructed to prepare a side
agreement for the timely restoration of the building and to describe provisions by
which the density may be transferred off site, to the satisfaction of the Director of
Legal Services and the Director of Planning.
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GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS

The General Manager of Community Services RECOMMENDS approval of A, B and C.

COUNCIL POLICY

At the March 9, 2006 meeting on Planning and the Environment, staff presented an issues
report (see attached) that described two options to preserve the building at 1285 West
Pender Street. Council passed the following motion:

A. THAT Council supports, in principle, sending to Public Hearing, the heritage
conservation and designation of the Evergreen Building at 1285 West Pender
Street, based on:

0] Residential use conversion, 5-storey addition to the roof and 129,000
square feet of bonus density for transfer, AND/OR

(i) Commercial use retention, no additions to roof and 150,000 square feet
of bonus density for transfer; and

FURTHER THAT If Council chooses Recommendation A of Administrative Report
, Heritage Revitalization Agreement Options for 1285 West Pender Street
(Evergreen Building), dated February 24, 2006, instruct the Director of Legal
Services to prepare the requisite Heritage Revitalization Agreement(s) for
Public Hearing; and,

FURTHER THAT if Council approves Recommendation A, this decision does not
prejudge Council’s decision regarding the HRA(s) at a Public Hearing; and

FURTHER THAT Council thank the owner, the Vancouver Heritage Commission
and staff for their efforts in pursuing heritage conservation and designation of
the Evergreen Building at 1285 West Pender.

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

The purpose of the report is to seek Councils approval to add the building at 1285 West
Pender Street to the Vancouver Heritage Register in the “A” category and designate the site
as municipally designated heritage property. In addition, staff are seeking Councils approval
of two Heritage Revitalization Agreements which authorize bonus density for transfer in
exchange for the retention and restoration of the building.

As described within the attached report (Attachment), staff indicated that we would continue
to work with the owner to assess the proforma and costs to restore the building for the
commercial option. Staff will report back at the time of the Public Hearing, on any
subsequent agreements between the Director of Real Estates Services, the Director of
Planning and the owner on the amount of bonus density for transfer for the commercial
option.
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In addition, staff will report back at the time of the Public Hearing, on the details of a
process for implementing Council’s decisions.
BACKGROUND and DISCUSSION

See attached report (Attachment).

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Approval of the report recommendations will have no financial implications with respect to
the City’s operating expenditures, fees or staffing.

CONCLUSION

The Evergreen Building at 1285 West Pender Street is a valuable historic resource in the City
of Vancouver and is worthy of compensation to assist with its preservation. Staff recommend
that Council approve the designation and the two Heritage Revitalization Agreements.
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