
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: October 5, 2010 
 Contact: Mario Lee 

 Contact No.: 604.871.6034 
 RTS No.: 08914 
 VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-20 
 Meeting Date: October 19, 2010 
 
TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: Acting Managing Director of Social Development 

SUBJECT: Grant to Support the Social Purpose Real Estate Conference 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approve a grant of $6,000 to the Vancity Community Foundation, to 
support the Social Purpose Real Estate Conference.  Source of funding is the $30,000 
set aside for capacity building of non-profit organizations in the 2010 Community 
Services grants program. 

 
Approval of grant recommendations requires eight affirmative votes. 

 
 

GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The General Manager of Community Services RECOMMENDS approval of the foregoing. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY 

Approval of grant recommendations requires eight affirmative votes. 
 
 
PURPOSE 

This report recommends a grant to the Vancity Community Foundation to support the Social 
Purpose Real Estate Conference to be held in Vancouver, on November 8 and 9, 2010. 
 
 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

As part of the allocations from the 2010 Community Services grants budget, on March 23, 
2010, Council approved $30,000 towards the capacity building of non-profit organizations (RTS 
8527). City staff made a commitment to come back and inform Council on the specific 
allocations for these funds. 
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Staff are recommending that $6,000 from those funds, be allocated to the Vancity Community 
Foundation, to support the Social Purpose Real Estate Conference (SPRE Conference) to be 
held in Vancouver, on November 8 and 9, 2010.  
 
The Social Purpose Real Estate Conference is being organized by several founding partners 
including the Vancity Community Foundation (VCF) (one of a group of subsidiaries of Vancity 
Credit Union) and three departments of the City of Vancouver (Cultural Services, Social 
Development/Social Policy, and Downtown Eastside Planning). Other founding partner 
organizations include Central City Foundation, B.C. Real Estate Foundation, Tides Canada and 
Renewal Partners.   
 
The $6,000 allocation is for: $5,000 to assist with costs associated with the production and 
management of the SPRE Conference and $1,000 for a bursary program to social service-
oriented non-profit organizations.  
 
The Conference will bring together not-for-profit organizations, funders and real estate 
investors, to build local knowledge and understanding of how to advance positive social 
change through real estate investments. 
 
Some of the Conference sessions will include: 
 
 Real Estate Planning Fundamentals: Learn about the planning process for acquiring and 

developing a facility 
 Financing your Project: Explore financing options and what you need to prepare for 

and access financing 
 Readiness for Co-Location: Top 10 strategic questions to consider 
 Finding Partners and Building Intentional Communities: How to identify the right 

partners and tenants for co-location 
 Sharing Programming and Services: The benefits and challenges of shared services 

 
Staff will be informing Council at a later date on the plans to allocate the remaining funds for 
the capacity building of non-profit organizations. Plans are currently under way, in 
partnership with other funders, for dispersal of the remaining funds. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The 2010 Community Services Grant program allocated $30,000 towards capacity building of 
non-profit organizations (RTS 8527).  With the approval of the recommendation contained in 
this report, there will be $24,000 available for future allocations. 
 
CONCLUSION 

With the approval of the grant recommended in this report, many Vancouver-based service 
oriented non-profit organizations will be able to attend the Social Purpose Real Estate 
Conference, and therefore increase their organizational capacity to deal with space needs. 
 

* * * * * 


