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RESOLVED
THAT Karen Jarvis and Doris Zibauer be Vancouver Heritage Commission representatives
to the SFU Course “Respectful Rehabilitation: Moving Forward with One Foot in the
Past” on February 17, 2006, and the Commission fund this course to a total of $195.00.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Commission members were reminded they must register in the name of the VHC and submit
invoices for reimbursement to the Meeting Coordinator.

C) 2006 Heritage Awards
Reminder: Monday, February 20, 2006 - 5:30 p.m. at Vancouver Club
d) Del Grauer Substation

The Commission requested an update on the status. Cheryl Cooper and Cam Cathcart will
follow-up and advise at an upcoming meeting.

e) Mural at Old CIBC Bank Building - 580 Granville
At the request of the Commission, Staff provided an update on the status of the mural.
) Development Permit Board

The Chair provided an update relating to February 2 and February 13, 2006 meetings - no
relevant items.

It was agreed that Kim Maust will represent the VHC at the February 27, 2006 meeting of the
Development Permit Board - Relevant issues will be discussed at the VHC’s February 27, 2006
meeting.

Next Meeting:

Monday, February 27, 2006

11:00 a.m.
Committee Room # 1 - Third Floor, City Hall

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
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Canada Line
Cambie Heritage Boulevard - Tree Workshops No. 1 and No. 2
SUMMARY REPORT

1.0 BACKGROUND

The Canada Line is an almost 19-km rail based rapid transit system that will connect Vancouver
with central Richmond and the Airport, and will link growing residential, commercial, health,
educational and other centres in the region and add transit capacity equivalent to 10 road lanes.

In Vancouver, the Canada Line will be underground for the length of Cambie, until about 64"
Avenue, when it rises above ground to cross over Marine Drive and connect to the bridge over
the North Arm of the Fraser River.

The Canada Line Project team has committed to ensuring no net-loss of green-space along the
Cambie Heritage Boulevard and protecting the Sequoia trees at the north end of Cambie Street.
However, some trees will be affected and RAV Project Management Ltd. (RAVCO) and
InTransitBC (ITBC) will work with residents, businesses and City of Vancouver representatives to
protect trees and enhance the landscape feature.

As part of the design and construction planning process, two types of plans are being developed:

« A Boulevard alteration plan, which will identify potential impacts of temporary traffic relocation,
station construction, and construction of the transition from tunnel to elevated approach to the
bridge on the Cambie Heritage Boulevard; and

« A Boulevard restoration plan, which will identify opportunities and measures to enhance and
diversify the existing trees and vegetation along the Boulevard.

In an effort to keep the community informed and understand their perspectives, two workshops
were held regarding the trees and landscaped environment of the Cambie Heritage Boulevard.

The first tree workshop was held on May 28, 2005 and the second took place on December 12,
2005. The purpose of the workshops was to review construction methods and traffic relocation
plans as they relate to tree protection, transplantation and/or removal and replacement.

2.0 OBJECTIVES AND FORMAT OF WORKSHOPS

RAVCQO’s Community Involvement Program is designed to provide residents, businesses and
commuters with regular project information, respond to inquiries, monitor the impact of
construction activities, and develop appropriate programs to address community concerns
during construction. The two Cambie Heritage Boulevard tree workshops were carried out as
part of RAVCO’s commitment to community involvement.
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Focusing on the section of the Cambie Heritage Boulevard between King Edward Avenue and
41° Avenue, the objectives of Tree Workshop No. 1 were to:

« explore potential tradeoffs between temporary tree and traffic impacts; and
« consider alternative temporary traffic management measures.

The objective of Tree Workshop No. 2 was to discuss the potential construction-related impacts
to trees and the landscaped environment, focusing on the area from 41%' Avenue to Marine
Drive.

Display boards, workbooks, tree inventories and a number of additional reference materials

were available at each workshop. These included:

« The Arboricultural Survey and Assessment of Existing Trees
(Chapter 8 of the RAV Project Environmental Assessment Application — December
2004);

« The Cambie Street Corridor Analysis, Assessment and Statement of Significance
(March 2005);

« The Bartholomew Plan (which laid out the original concept for the Cambie
Boulevard -- 1930); and

« The Boulevard Alteration Plan (Heritage Alteration Permit [HAP2005-01 18 August
2005).

3.0 WORKSHOP SUMMARY

Input received during the workshops has, and will continue to, inform the detailed design,
construction management and development of restoration plans along the Cambie boulevard
section of the Canada Line.

3.1 Workshop Participation

Approximately 30 individuals, representing a number of organizations with interest in the
Cambie Heritage Boulevard, were invited to each of the workshops.

RAV Project Management Ltd., InTransitBC and City of Vancouver representatives, including
engineers, planners and arborists, took part in the presentations and discussions.

An Information Bulletin was prepared and circulated to workshop invitees, others on RAVCO'’s
mailing list and posted to RAVCO’s website in advance of each of the two workshops
(Information Bulletin No. 3 in advance of 28 May 2005 workshop; Information Bulletin No. 12 in
advance of 12 December 2005 workshop).

Community participants at Workshop No. 1 included:
Gordon Jones, Vancouver resident

Clive Justice, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society
Ethel Karmel, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society
Renee Ron, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society
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Community participants at Workshop No. 2 included:

Richard Dixon, Children’s and Women’s Hospital (Provincial Health Services Authority)
Maurizio Grande, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society

Clive Justice, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society

Ethel Karmel, Cambie Boulevard Heritage Society

Wendy Turner, Fraser River Coalition

Doris Zibauer, Vancouver Heritage Commission

3.2 Tree Workshop No. 1 Findings

The following table summarizes suggestions that were put forward by community participants
and the actions taken:

Suggestions RAVCO/InTransitBC Action

During construction, between 25™ and This request was accommodated between
Marine Drive, there should be three lanes | King Edward and 37" Avenue.

of traffic, rather than the four proposed.
In a three-lane configuration, there should | The traffic diversion, between King Edward
be two southbound lanes. and 37" Avenue, which began in late-
November 2005, results in one northbound
and two southbound traffic lanes.

Remove street parking for a few hours on | To be considered and addressed in the
other key north/south arterials to relieve Traffic Management Plan.

pressure on Cambie Street.

Interest in continuing a dialogue Commitment made to continue the
specifically about trees and the Cambie dialogue through additional workshops,
Heritage Boulevard. meetings, design consultation and in

determining restoration plans.

The following table summarizes questions and comments that were raised by community
participants and the responses provided:

Comments RAVCO/InTransitBC Response
The Cambie Heritage Boulevard is a Agreed. City of Vancouver pointed to
valued heritage resource. recognition in the Cambie Street Corridor

Analysis, Assessment and Statement of
Significance. The following commitments
were reiterated:

e protecting the Sequoia trees at the
north end of the Cambie Heritage
Boulevard

e ensuring no-net-loss of green space
along the boulevard

e pruning, transplanting or replacing
affected trees

e working with residents, businesses and
the City to protect and enhance the
existing trees and landscape where
impacted by construction
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Comments

RAVCO/InTransitBC Response

Discussions of the Cambie Heritage
Boulevard must include the side
boulevards and not just the median.

Agreed. Impacts were assessed and
mitigation strategies were put forward for
the side boulevards.

Pedestrian, vehicle and worker safety are
of paramount importance.

Agreed.

Concern for specific Sequoia trees.

Tree inventory/impact boards were used to
identify proposed treatment options.

Concern for cherry trees.

Noted commitment to minimize damage.
Also noted that process could benefit these
trees through soil improvements.

Concern that the integrity of the historic
Boulevard is compromised by the
sectional approach to tree treatment
(moving, replacing).

Commitment to protect and enhance the
existing trees and landscape reiterated.
Permanent restoration plan will be
determined later in the project
development.

Interest in lower speed limits during
construction.

City of Vancouver took under advisement.

Concern for large cedar at 29" (tree
#439)

Noted that there would be no impact and
that tree protection measures would be
implemented.

Concern for residential area parking.

Noted this would be addressed in the
Traffic Management Plan.

Concern for trees at the south end of
Cambie to Marine Drive.

Noted that this would be the focus of a
subsequent workshop (refer to notes from
Workshop 2, below).

Interest in responsibility for any remedial
and restoration work.

Noted that under the policies of the City of
Vancouver and Vancouver Parks Board,
the Project proponent is responsible and
that they must meet city requirements.

Concern for the air quality impacts of
construction on local vegetation.

Air quality impacts were acknowledged but
efforts to minimize them, including the air
quality management program, were
identified.

Confirmation sought that blasting would
take place in the Little Mountain area.

Confirmed.

Interest in preserving access to Queen
Elizabeth Park.

Noted and a commitment to do so was
made.

Concern for resident access and
emergency service access to apartments,
in particular seniors’ complexes.

Noted that the Traffic Management Plan,
which must be approved by the city, will
address these issues.

Interest in rationale for large laydown
area south of 29th in median.

Noted that it is necessary to accommodate
equipment required for cast-in-place
construction. Use of side streets will be
considered to minimize construction area
within median.

Concern with the extent of tree protection
and ability to enforce protection
measures.

InTransitBC, RAVCO and the city provided
information regarding oversight and
monitoring.
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Comments RAVCO/InTransitBC Response

Interest in impacts to bus lanes, bus stop | City of Vancouver provided the information

access and requirements for lay-bys. and noted this would be addressed in the
Traffic Management Plan.

Concern for traffic safety resulting from Request for three temporary lanes was

narrow temporary lanes in the four-lane accommodated between King Edward and

configuration. 37" Avenue.

3.3 Tree Workshop No. 2 Findings

The following table summarizes suggestions that were put forward by community participants
and the actions proposed:

Suggestions RAVCO/InTransitBC Action
Concern that construction equipment is Acknowledged. Situation has been
being parked on the median and that litter | addressed.

is being left in the area.

RAVCO/ITBC to designate contact people

Members of the Cambie Heritage (and alternates) from InTransitBC and
Boulevard Society expressed interest in RAVCO and the Society and establish a
who they can contact regarding above- communications system regarding
noted and other potential construction construction-related concerns.
concerns.

Concern regarding impacts to trees in Public consultation on detailed station

side boulevards, especially the east side. | design will begin in early 2006. Workshop
participants will be invited to take part in
these consultations, which will include
discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.

The City of Vancouver will also be
undertaking precinct planning processes
and will provide information and obtain
input at the above-noted public events.

Interest in whether trees in the median Noted that further discussion will take
that are slated for removal could be place on which of the removal trees could
transplanted instead. be transplanted, as well as whether the

priority should be the health of the trees or
the integrity of the Boulevard median.

Public consultation on detailed station
design will begin in early 2006. Workshop
participants will be invited to take part in
these consultations, which will include
discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.
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Suggestions RAVCO/InTransitBC Action

Concern that Boulevard is being affected | Noted that the new configuration for the
and that traffic diversions are destroying tunnel portal has less of an impact on the
the median. median and provides a better opportunity
for restoration of the Boulevard.

City of Vancouver noted that they are

looking carefully at the street design of the
portal area and trying to see how much of
a wider median is possible at this location.

Public consultation on detailed station
design will begin in early 2006. Workshop
participants will be invited to take part in
these consultations, which will include
discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.

As the Canada Line nears completion, a
third Tree Workshop will be convened to
seek community input on the development
and implementation of restoration
strategies for the Boulevard.

Interest in the kind of treatment planned Noted that no decisions have been made
for the wall of the tunnel portal. on this yet.

Public consultation on detailed station
design will begin in early 2006. Workshop
participants will be invited to take part in
these consultations, which will include
discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.
Interest in how the design of the Marine Noted that this is an interesting idea that

Drive/Cambie area could be used to could be discussed further at the public
provide exposure to the south of Marine consultation on detailed station design that
Drive in order to encourage ‘green’ will begin in early 2006. Workshop
access to the Fraser River. participants will be invited to take part in

these consultations, which will include

discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.

As the Canada Line nears completion, a
third Tree Workshop will be convened to
seek community input on the development
and implementation of restoration
strategies for the Boulevard.
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Suggestions RAVCO/InTransitBC Action

Interest in whether the Sophora tree Noted that transplanting the Sophora tree
which is at the southern start to the could be risky but the possibility will be
median at Marine Drive could be examined. Also noted that there are
transplanted and then brought back once | opportunities for other anchor trees in this
construction is complete. location.

Public consultation on detailed station
design will begin in early 2006. Workshop
participants will be invited to take part in
these consultations, which will include
discussion of the landscape design for the
Boulevard adjacent to the stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.

As the Canada Line nears completion, a
third Tree Workshop will be convened to
seek community input on the development
and implementation of restoration
strategies for the Boulevard.

The following table summarizes questions and comments that were raised by community
participants and the responses provided:

Comments RAVCO/InTransitBC Response
Request for explanation of the difference | Noted that RAV Project Management Ltd.
between RAVCO and InTransitBC. (RAVCO) is a subsidiary of the regional

Greater Vancouver Transportation
Authority (TransLink) and is responsible for
overseeing the implementation of the
Canada Line. The Governments of
Canada and British Columbia, the Greater
Vancouver Transportation Authority, the
Vancouver International Airport Authority
and the City of Vancouver are funding the
Canada Line.

InTransitBC (ITBC) is the company that
was contracted to design, build, partially
finance, maintain and operate the Line for
35 years. ITBC consists of three partners:
SNC-Lavalin Inc. (Canada’s largest
engineering and construction company),
British Columbia Investment Management
Corporation (bcIMC) and the Caisse de
dépot et placement du Québec (Caisse).
bcIMC and Caisse are two of Canada’s
largest institutional investors.
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Comments

RAVCO/InTransitBC Response

Interest in whether construction extends
into side boulevards.

Noted that alignment does sometimes
encroach on the side boulevards.

Interest in whether there will be vibration
from the trains once the system is in
operation.

Noted that there will be no vibration.

Concern regarding potential of leaching
from cement into tree roots. The Cambie
Heritage Boulevard Society noted that
they have reports on leaching.

Noted that the concrete is cured and will
not leach into the soil.

Requested that the Society forward the
reports to RAVCO so they can be
reviewed.

Concern that effects of leaching might not
become apparent for a number of years.

Noted that the merits of soil sampling
before concrete is poured to ascertain
existing soil conditions and then also a
number of years later to test if there has
been any change in the soil, will be
assessed.

Interest in where the soil from the
trenching will be disposed and what the
quality is of the soil.

Noted that there will be some land based
disposal and some disposal at sea. Only
clean native soils can be disposed of at
sea.

Some of the soil will be reused during the
construction of the Operations and
Maintenance Centre.

Interest in whether trucks with soil will be
covered.

Noted that trucks will be covered.

Noted that concrete freeways are built
through forests all the time and it does not
appear to harm the trees.

Comment noted.

Interest in whether any blasting will take
place during construction.

Noted that most rock will be able to be
excavated by machines but that blasting
will occur near Little Mountain and may be
required in other areas if certain types of
material are encountered.

Interest in timing of restoration.

Noted that restoration planning will begin in
early/mid 2008 and restoration works will
be undertaken starting late 2008.

Interest in whether a drainage system will
be used.

Noted that because the tunnel runs above
the groundwater, there is no need for a
drainage system. The water will continue
to do what it is doing now, which is to
percolate through the soil.

Interest in where trees will be located
when they are transplanted.

Noted that there are various options,
including transplantation into the median or
at off-site locations.
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Comments

RAVCO/InTransitBC Response

Interest in how many trees in the side
boulevards will be affected.

Noted that approximately 118 trees in the
side boulevards will be affected, including
76 for removal and 35 for transplant in the
east side boulevard, and 6 for removal and
one for transplant from the west side
boulevard.

Concern that approximately 120 trees in
the median and approximately 120 trees
in the side boulevards are going to be
affected.

Explained that the numbers put forward
are the maximum (worst-case scenario)
amounts and that they include trees that
are going to be transplanted as well as
removed. There will be future discussions
regarding which of the removal trees could
be transplanted, either into the Boulevard
or temporarily at another location.

Interest in why there are so many tree
removals proposed for the area between
45" and 49" Avenues.

Noted that roads have to be temporarily
widened to maintain four lanes during
construction and to provide for access to
Oakridge Shopping Centre at 45™.

Interest in what will happen to the signs
on the Boulevard.

Noted that signs will be retained.

Concern that the tunnel does not continue
under Marine Drive.

Explained that it is technically feasible to
stay in the tunnel under Marine Drive but it
would cost approximately $15 million
dollars and RAVCO has been unable to
obtain the additional monies required.

Concern that the southern entrance way
to the Boulevard (which is the gateway to
the city) will be destroyed.

Noted that there is an opportunity for the
median to be widened in this area such
that medium, mature trees could be
sustained in a new entrance way.

Noted that architects, city departments,
the Urban Design Panel and the
Development Permit Board should be
advised about what makes a heritage
boulevard and be educated about the
elements, criteria and standards for
heritage landscapes.

Agreed.

Request that if there has to be an impact
on the Boulevard and a tunnel portal in
the area, then there should be a
commitment to provide a better median
than currently planned for.

Commitment made.

Request that a study be undertaken to
explore what is required to achieve
national heritage status for the Boulevard,
given its heritage in an ‘urban landscape’.

Noted that RAVCO/ITBC would support
this and could proceed using the Cambie
Street Corridor Analysis, Assessment and
Statement of Significance as a base.
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4.0 NEXT STEPS

The recommendations and feedback gathered from the workshops will be considered, along
with engineering, technical and traffic analysis.

As a condition of the Heritage Alteration Permit from the City of Vancouver, the Project will
monitor construction activities as they relate to the status of trees in the Boulevard and report
quarterly. These quarterly reports will be available on the Canada Line website:
www.canadaline.ca. The Quarterly Reports will also be forwarded directly to the President of
the Cambie Heritage Boulevard Society.

Public consultation on detailed station design will begin in early 2006. Workshop participants
will be invited to take part in these consultations, which will include discussion of the landscape
design for the Boulevard adjacent to the 41%' Avenue and 49" Avenue stations, and the
appearance of the “portal” at 64th Avenue.

As the Canada Line nears completion, a third Tree Workshop will be convened to seek
community input on the development and implementation of restoration strategies for the
Boulevard. It is expected that most of the work to restore the Boulevard will be finished by the
time the Canada Line begins operation in November 2009.
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