
Dunbar Community Centre 
4747 Dunbar Street  
Vancouver, BC 
V6S 2H2 
 
Contact Person: Joe Wong Recreation Programmer joe.wong@vancouver.ca 
 
For further information refer to our website: http://dunbarcentre.org/dunbar/ 
 
Neighbourhood Description: 

Dunbar is a unique community with houses that are an architectural delight. Majestic 
heritage trees line the streets, and ornamental cherry trees display their bursts of 
colour each spring. Parks are abundant, and right on the doorstep is the Pacific Spirit 
Regional Park.  

Known for being a safe and quiet community, with the active assistance of the 
volunteer Dunbar Community Patrol, organized by the Dunbar Residents’ Association, 
Dunbar is a place where you feel far from the madding crowd.  Dunbar is recognizable 
with familiar businesses and institutions such as St. George’s School (built in 1912, it 
was originally Convent of the Sacred Heart), Dunbar Cycles (1927), Stong’s Market 
(1931), the Dunbar Theatre (1935) and the Dunbar Branch of the Vancouver Public 
Library (1950).  

A successful community draws people together and makes them feel connected. It can 
be on a large scale, with organized public events, or on a more intimate level, with 
block parties scattered throughout Dunbar. Synonymous with May and spring in Dunbar 
is Salmonberry Days, a unique month long environmental festival to build awareness of 
Dunbar’s natural surroundings. The culminating event of Salmonberry Days is the 
Salmonberry Days Community Fair at West Memorial Park (at Dunbar Community 
Centre). This event includes displays, crafts, face painting, and entertainment.  

The Dunbar Village Business Association (DVBA), which formed in April 2008, and their 
new publication Dunbar Life, have been responsible for shining the spotlight on 
activities and businesses in the Village. The DVBA organizes special events, which bring 
Dunbar to life throughout the year.  

The Dunbar Village business district includes all businesses and property owners along 
Dunbar Street from W 16th Avenue to W 41st Avenue and east along W 41st to 
Collingwood Street: restaurants, coffee shops, children’s stores, bookshops, pet 
supplies, groceries, clothing shops, bakeries, and varies services. 

Parks are plentiful in the area and include Camosun, Chaldecott (with a Water Park), 
Deering Island, Memorial West, Musqueam, Quadra West and Valdez.  Soccer and 
baseball leagues are active in the community. Balaclava Park has a track, ball fields 
and a wading pool. The running track was completed in time for the 1954 British 
Empire Games and served as the number two training facility. The large grassy fields 
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are well used by sports teams, and to the delight of dog owners, it is also has an off-
leash section.  

Dunbar has easy access to farmland with neighbour community called Southlands. 
Located on Balaclava Street at W 51st Avenue, Southland Farm is a small, family and 
friend run working farm that educates about friendly food systems and provides an 
opportunity for people of all ages to experience farm life without leaving the city. 
Southlands Farm offer education for young farmers, special events, a farmers market, 
horse riding and a pumpkin patch. 

The Dunbar neighborhood has many resources to call upon: 
http://www.dunbarlife.com/p/dunbar 
 
 
Community Interests & Issues: 
 
The overall Artists in Communities experience should create lasting memories in hopes 
of developing pride, self-identity, skills and strong community bonds. We are hoping to 
enhance our Arts & Culture exposure at the centre with performance arts where some 
can include public (all ages) interaction. Each performance and public interaction 
should be captured and recorded to create a display to showcase the progress and 
results of the project. A final celebration in a form of a special event or stage 
performance that can bring the community together to conclude the project is 
required.  

1. Increase community gathering. 
2. Increase awareness of the community centre in the Dunbar community.   
3. Identify outdoor facilities (e.g. outdoor performance plaza) that would enhance 

opportunities for Dunbar recreation and community building.    
4. Continue to provide a variety of programs to a cross section of the Dunbar, 

striving to deliver both popular and new programs each season.  
5. Link existing programs with the Artists in Communities project to build a sense 

of community engagement. 
6. Build family ties – create an opportunity for more intergeneration programs and 

activities within the community centre.  
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Mount Pleasant Community Centre (MPCCA) 
#1 Kingsway, Vancouver BC   
V5T 3H7 
  
Contact: Stephanie Chow Recreation Programmer Stephanie.chow@vancouver.ca 
  
For further information refer to our website: http://www.mountpleasantcc.ca/ 
 
Neighbourhood Description 
Mt. Pleasant Community Centre is a community resource centre which aims to foster a sense of 
community and belonging.  It provides recreational, educational, cultural, social and physical 
activity programs and services which contribute to building a healthy, liveable community.  The 
centre not only demonstrates leadership within the community but is also an advocate for the 
community’s needs.  The Centre continues to shape itself to be able to provide quality service to 
the community as it grows. 
 
Mount Pleasant is an artistically vibrant community overall, but as a new community centre we 
have not been able to establish long term art programs.  Our Community Centre has been 
known for providing top quality fitness related programs.  As a result the Mount Pleasant 
Community Centre Association has wanted to create more opportunities for the arts within our 
community centre.   
 
The community demographic is composed higher portions of young adults and families with a 
range of ethnic origins and a diverse income levels.  During the day, the neighbourhood is very 
active with people walking their dogs, and continuous vehicle traffic along Kingsway and Main 
St.  Residentially, there are many new condos going up around the already existing apartments in 
the area.  Additionally, there are many new temporary shelters being developed in the area 
which is bringing an influx people who are socioeconomically challenged to the area. Due to the 
range in demographics, Mount Pleasant Community Centre has to creatively deliver programs 
and services to meet the changing demands of the community.  
 
Mount Pleasant Community Centre Association participates in many community events 
throughout the year such as Car Free day, Autumn Shift, and Keep Vancouver Spectacular.  Along 
with the regular seasonal events, Breakfast with Santa, a Big Boo Bash, and Bounce with Bunny, 
the Mount Pleasant Community Centre Association’s largest event is the Mount Pleasant Park 
Festival held at the old location of 3161 Ontario Street.   
 
The Mount Pleasant Community Centre recognizes the diverse communities living in this 
neighborhood and strives to provide an accessible, welcoming, safe, gathering place for the 
community.  Our goal in working with Artists in Community is to reach out to the community 
and attract not only our regular patrons, but to spark an interest and attract new people into our 
community that have not found an interest in our programs. 
 
We desire an artist residency that encourages casual and long term participation with our 
diverse groups of community constituents. The lobby is identified as one site for engagement.  
Community Interests & Issues: 

1. Attract new people to come to the Community Center to participate in this project. 
2. Provide an attractive art project for all ages, demographics, and abilities. 
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3. Engage current participants in our centre that wouldn’t normally consider themselves 
artists. 

4. Consideration of the historical and artistic area we are located in. 
5. Physical Legacy – have artwork to display in the community centre 
6. Social legacy – an art project that allows people to learn new skills, build relationships 

and community, cultivate an interest in arts 
7. Foster individuals sense of creativity, expression, and celebration through a collaborative 

art project 
 

 
   
 
    



 
Thunderbird Neighbourhood Association 
2311 Cassiar Street, Vancouver, BC V5M 3X3 
Tel. 604-713-1818  
 
Contact Person: 
 
Cindy Gulbransen, Recreation Programmer 
Tel. 604-713-1823 cindy.gulbransen@vancouver.ca  
 
Diane Lord-Cotton, Secretary, Thunderbird Neighbourhood Association 
Tel. 604-336-0572 dlordcotton@yahoo.ca 
 
For further information refer to our website: 
http://former.vancouver.ca/parks/cc/thunderbird/website/index.htm 
 
Neighbourhood Description 
 

• The area was known as Frog Hollow because of its swampy, low lying nature and population of 
amphibious life. 

• It was sectioned by the old Interurban Railroad Bed (1st Avenue), Boundary Road and the 
Canadian Pacific Rail line. 

• During the 50s & 60s, residential neighbourhoods grew on the edges of the industrial corridor 
which included single family ‘bungalow’ style housing and a seniors’ bungalow style 
development (Beulah Gardens). 

• An annex to Begbie Elementary School was built at Cassiar Street & 8th Avenue. 
• The neighbourhood expanded with the widened freeway through to the Second Narrows 

Bridge, a new Beulah Garden apartment complex and the BC Housing social housing project, 
Skeena Terrace.  

• Tenants of Skeena Terrace formed the Renfrew Information Centre out of an office trailer to 
distribute information from social service agencies. 

• In the mid-70s a block of 7th Avenue was expropriated to make way for the building of 
Thunderbird Elementary School which was added to the existing Begbie annex. 

• The new school included a Park Board neighbourhood centre in the basement underneath the 
school gymnasium. 

• The Renfrew Information Service became incorporated into the Neighbourhood Services 
Association as Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House and relocated to a building across from 
Vancouver Technical Secondary School (12 blocks away). 

• The Skeena Terrace Tenant Association and Thunderbird Neighbourhood Centre began working 
together to provide social development programming and education including a GED program 
(with the VSB) and a food co-op. 

• The neighbourhood was considered isolated from the rest of the city and services and trapped 
by the multi-lane traffic corridors which it was bordered by. 

• By the late 70s, the area became a popular location for break and enters, vandalism, drinking 
and drug use. 

• During the late 70s and into the 80s many of the older bungalows were torn down and 
replaced by larger ‘Vancouver Specials’ which increased the population density of the 
neighbourhood.  

• Beulah Gardens expanded and a town house complex with a mix of subsidized and market 
value housing for families called Cassiar Court was built at 1st Avenue and Cassiar Street. 

• The Rupert-Cassiar Neighbourhood Association was incorporated in 1982 and in 1988 changed 
its name to the Thunderbird Neighbourhood Association. 
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• The Thunderbird Neighbourhood Centre expanded, emerged above ground, and was renamed 
Thunderbird Community Centre. 

• TCC was once again expanded in 2000. 
• Since then, the sky train service was expanded as well as further business development along 

Broadway and Grandview Highway. 
 
Issues & Interests 
Thunderbird Community Centre (TCC) was renovated in 2000 and the addition is a modern, bright, 
brick and concrete building. We want to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere to the centre 
that will attract the diverse communities of our neighbourhood. 
 
Dreams – of greatness 
Dreams give us hope!  Everyone needs to have hope and think beyond.  Given the complexity of our 
diverse community, many would think there is little hope for the future and what that might bring.  
If you believe, your dreams can sustain you to be just about anything what you want to be.   You’re 
only limited by your Imagination. 
 
Visibility - Community Centre Awareness 
Thunderbird Community Centre’s problem is that no one knows where we are located.  For over 40 
years, TCC has been operating and we are just off of Broadway and Rupert in east Vancouver and yet 
existence of our centre is not well known to the greater Hastings Sunrise community that we serve. 
We still hear that residents do not know that the TCC is here and they have a difficult time locating 
our centre as we are not visible from the main streets. Over the years, we have created a website, 
expanded the delivery of our brochure, installation of community banners on the adjoining main 
streets as well as a City installation of a small street sign for us on Broadway & Cassiar Street which 
proves difficult to see driving along the Broadway corridor. 
 
Pride – How do strengthen your Community Core 
Thunderbird Community Centre serves a diverse socio-economic population and cultures.  Over the 
past few years, we have been successful in transforming the negative image of being a hang-out for 
troubled youth into a quality recreational facility.  Unfortunately, there is still an adult population 
that is not attracted to our centre due to the stereotypical views.  In the past, activities such as a 
youth graffiti clean-up and a youth community clean-up are just two successful stories that promote 
the strength and unity in the community.  Building neighbourhood connections, a sense of pride and 
sense = a sense of community.  
 
Communication and Language - Community Connectedness and Inclusion 
Thunderbird Community Centre serves a multi-ethnic population many of whom do not speak English. 
This makes it difficult for residents to be or feel included in the community.   Different ways of 
communicating must be identified and resolved.  One such example is our past project of a  
community Banner Painting Workshop.  The project was successful in bridging cultures through art as 
the medium.  We would be interested in exploring creative communication solutions. 
  
Art-in-the-Community - Promoting Fine Arts 
We have had some success in fine arts programming for children such as drama, art, dance, piano, 
violin, guitar lessons and ballet as well as belly dance plus for adults. We wish to promote and 
expand on art programming for the community.   We have a beautiful craft and multipurpose room 
that are underutilized. 
 
Legacy 
Aesthetics whether it is interior or exterior can make a statement.  At Thunderbird Community Centre, 
there is a need for updating our Centre’s look so that it is more appealing, welcoming and yet, makes a 
statement 
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Trout Lake Community Centre 
3360 Victoria Drive,  
Vancouver BC 
 V5N 4M4 
  

Contact: Eva Srobotnjak Recreation Programmer eva.srobotnjak@vancouver.ca  

For further information refer to our website: www.troutlakecc.com 
 
The mission of the Grandview Community Centre Association (GCCA) is: 
“To bring together our community, to provide accessible recreational, social, 
educational and cultural opportunities that promote and develop individual, family 
and community well being.” 
 
Neighbourhood Description: 
The Trout Lake Community Centre is a lively and energetic facility nestled in John 
Hendry Park at Victoria and 19th Avenue.  The Community Centre and GCCA is an 
integral part of both the Grandview-Woodland and Kensington-Cedar Cottage 
neighbourhoods. 
 
The Grandview-Woodland neighbourhood is an ethnically diverse area full of eclectic 
charm and character. Commercial Drive, known as The Drive by locals, is part of this 
community and is a mix of old-world charm meets modern hipness, and one of the 
city's organic-food hubs. 
 
The Kensington-Cedar Cottage neighbourhood has a wide social and demographic mix, 
with an impressive range of ethnic groups who contribute richly to Vancouver's cultural 
diversity. 
 
Both neighbourhoods converge and meet at Trout Lake, a beautiful urban lake and 
park.  John Hendry Park and Trout Lake are a premier destination park and attract in 
the order of 750,000 visitors per year for a variety of recreational and cultural events, 
including two signature community events; National Aboriginal Day and the GCCA 
Summer Concert Series.  
 
National Aboriginal Day is hosted by the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Society in 
partnership with the Trout Lake Community Centre. This is an annual celebration on 
Coast Salish Territories at Trout Lake. This community event, with stories, songs, 
traditional games, and dance, celebrates the diversity of Aboriginal people from across 
Canada.   
 
In the summer, the GCCA hosts a free weekly outdoor concert series at the community 
centre.  The community comes together to celebrate local artistry through music and 
dance with a wide variety of musical genres. We often have over 300 in the audience, 
from babies to seniors, representing a wide diversity of cultures. 
 
The community is very protective and proud of our Eastside Park, lake and Community 
Centre and in 2014 came out in large numbers to be a part of the Park Board’s 
meetings for a new Master Plan for the park.  The project is on hold for now but two 
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plans were developed with input from the people of the neighbourhood and can be 
found on the Park Board website.  
 
Our community is always eager to be involved with whatever event is taking place in 
the park; music, sports, large cultural events or just relaxing with dogs. We were lucky 
to have had a number of successful artists engage with our community in the past to 
create connections that have continued today . The artist that we hope to work with 
could be a performance artist, a sculptor, an environmental artist, storyteller, 
filmmaker or? We hope to be able to better connect our beautiful park and the natural 
environment with the Community Centre in an inspiring way. We are excited to hear 
an artists’ vision of what could be… 
 
Community Interests & Issues: 

1. Ecological connection to John Hendry Park and the community centre 
2. Innovative, interactive sculptural piece that engages and encourages 

participation. (ex. Neighbourhood lending library or pianos in the park) leaves a 
permanent lasting legacy (physical or documented). 

3. Removing socio/economic/cultural barriers to help bring our community 
together. 

4. Celebration of cultural diversity and heritage (Aboriginal, Asian, South Asian, 
etc…) 

5. Community engagement through the arts 
6. Community participation through activity 
7. Multi-generational focus of the community centre and park (inclusive to all) 
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