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6/ Vancouver residents enjoy incomparable 
access to green spaces, including the  
world’s most spectacular urban forest.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/30261607@N00/
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ACCESS To NATUrE 
tArGets:
1.   all vancouver resiDents live Within a five-

minute WalK of a parK, greenWay, or other 
green space by 2020.

2.  plant 150,000 neW trees by 2020.

Just over a hundred years ago, Vancouver was a forest of western red 
cedar and Douglas-fir trees growing hundreds of feet tall. Today, 
the beauty of the natural world continues to influence Vancouver’s 
identity and contribute to our reputation as one of the world’s most 
livable cities. 

Anyone who has walked through a park on the first sunny day of 
spring has experienced the importance of green spaces to the health 
of individuals and communities. Whether they take the form of a 
community garden, a city park, a greenway along your block or the 
seawall, green spaces have been shown to benefit our physical and 
emotional health by reducing blood pressure, cholesterol, and stress. 
These spaces also contribute to our sense of community by creating 
places for recreation activities, for children to play and for neighbours 
to meet and socialize.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sockeyed/
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bAseLine numbers
Currently, about 92% of city residents live within a five-minute walk 
of a park or green space. Green space can include parks and fields, 
greenways, the seawall, street mini-parks, natural green spaces, as 
well as park-like spaces such as the grounds around institutional 
buildings like City Hall, hospitals, and schools. It also includes linear 
green space such as the seawall and the extensive Champlain Heights 
walkway system. 

The City of Vancouver has planted an average of about 2,000 new 
street trees each year for the last 20 years, with about 2,800 planted 
in 2011, a modest increase over recent years. The tree type, age, 
caretaking history, and other data is carefully collected for all of 
Vancouver’s 138,000 street trees. This information is managed by 
the Park Board to ensure a healthy urban forest. The number of trees 
planted in parks, on other public properties (the Vancouver School 
Board, for example) and private properties is not currently tracked. 

The intention behind the 150,000 trees target is to expand and 
enhance Vancouver’s urban forest. This target contributes to 
increased wildlife habitat, decreased stormwater runoff, and 
increased food production.

Access to green space in Vancouver

hiGhest Priority ACtions
The following are the highest priority actions for 2011–2014. The  
complete list of Access to Nature actions can be found in the Greenest  
City 2020 Action Plan available at talkgreenvancouver.ca

1.  Create four to six new mini-parks by converting street right-of-ways to 
parks. These parks will be developed in consultation with the local 
community to determine their use as community gardens, plazas, 
local orchards, community yards, or naturalized habitat.

2.  Work to acquire new parks in priority neighbourhoods.          

3.  Plant 15,000 new trees on City land and other public property.

4.  Green Hastings Park. 

•  habitat restoration specialist
•  tree planter/landscaper
•  arborist
•  integrated pest management 

specialist

•  landscape architect
•  contractor/labourer
•  policy analyst and researcher
•  educator

Green Jobs

http://www.flickr.com/photos/veggy/
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key strAteGies to 2020
Reaching the Access to Nature targets will require planting more 
trees on our streets and in our backyards and public spaces, as well as 
adding more green space to our existing neighbourhoods. Since these 
actions happen at a local level, a robust public engagement process 
where local community groups, residents, schools, businesses and 
staff are actively involved in this transformation will be necessary to 
achieve success. 

build and upgrade parks and greenways

Strategies to achieve a five-minute walk to a park or greenway include 
converting flanking or underutilized streets into mini-parks, building 
new parks in park-deficient neighbourhoods, and upgrading bikeways 
into greenways through additions such as new trees, public art and 
water fountains.  

Plant trees

In order to plant 150,000 new trees, we need to develop an Urban 
Forest Management Plan. The urban forest includes all the trees in 
the city, including those on streets, in parks and in backyards. This 
plan will help guide the management and growth of the forest while 
setting out planting guidelines, recommendations for tree bylaw 
changes, and ideas for tree planting programs on private land.

Focus neighbourhood by neighbourhood

These strategies will be rolled out locally. Every year, two neigh-
bourhoods will be selected starting with those that are the most 
park- and tree-deficient and have recently undergone a community 
planning process. The one-year goals for these neighbourhoods  
are to ensure:  

• Every suitable space in a street or park is planted with a tree. 

• Many trees are planted on private property. 

•  There are enough green spaces to ensure everyone lives within  
a five-minute walk of a park, greenway, or other green space.

This will be done in partnership with local residents. The community 
will be invited to work with City staff to decide where additional 
green space should go and how it should be designed. Local residents 
will also be encouraged to bring their ideas forward and to work with 
their neighbours to make the ideas happen.  

whAt it’s GoinG to tAke  
to Get there
When it comes to achieving these targets, creativity will be key. 
Finding land for new parks is possible but can be challenging, so we’ll 
need innovative ways, such as neighbourhood-scale mini-parks, to 
ensure that all Vancouver residents have accessible green space.

The City has the capacity to modestly increase the number of street 
trees that are planted on its properties. It will need to work with 
other public landholders like the Vancouver School Board and the 
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority to increase trees planted in 
other public spaces. The City will also need to work closely with 
private property owners to encourage tree planting and stewardship.

The Access to Nature goal is closely connected to several other 
Greenest City goals including Green Economy, Climate Leadership, 
Green Transportation, Lighter Footprint, Clean Air, and Local Food.

Planting an urban forest: a breakdown of where 
150,000 new trees will be planted

36%

30%

30%

4% TREES ON PRIVATE LAND: 54,000 (36%)

STREET TREES: 45,000 (30%)

TREES IN PARKS: 45,000 (30%)

TREES ON OTHER PUBLIC LAND: 6,000 (4%)

let’s start planting

Planting 150,000 new trees is the equivalent of one tree 
planted for every four Vancouver residents.
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have your trees anD eat them too  
(or at least the fruit)

Vancouver’s Park Board has begun to provide more 
opportunities for food production in the park system, in 
response to community requests and the Greenest City 
2020 Action Plan.

New community gardens have recently been designed 
and installed in mount Pleasant Park, as well as on the 
roof top of the West End Community Centre. There are 
fruit and nut trees throughout many of Vancouver’s 
parks, including Falaise Park, ross Park, memorial 
West Park, Fraserview Golf Course and New Brighton 
Park. many other edible plants can also be found in 
Vancouver’s parks. 

All of these food producing sites have been designed, 
and are stewarded, in close collaboration with 
community organizations and students to ensure that 
the food is harvested and used.

large shade-providing trees, our urban  
eco-systems help protect the region’s  
plants and animals and help enhance the 
quality of life that we all enjoy.

From micro-organisms in the soil to   
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your LoCAL PArk— 
more thAn meets the eye
When we think of parks, urban forests, community gardens, shorelines and other green spaces, 
it’s easy to picture picnics or walks on the beach or games of Frisbee. What may be less obvious 
is that these urban ecosystems also help to clean the air we breathe, absorb rainfall, filter toxins 
from stormwater runoff, provide food for bees and other plant pollinators, regulate temperature 
and much more. 

From micro-organisms in the soil to large shade-providing trees, our urban ecosystems help 
protect the region’s plants and animals and also help improve our health and enhance the quality 
of life that we all enjoy. 




