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7/ Achieve a one-planet ecological footprint.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/iheartcities/
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LIGHTEr FooTPrINT 
tArGet:
reDuce vancouver’s ecological footprint  
by 33% over 2006 levels. 

Everything we need comes from our one planet—what we eat, the 
things we buy, the way we transport ourselves, the electricity that 
powers our homes, the metals and plastics in our computers, the 
air we breathe…it’s a long list. The amount of productive land and 
sea resources we use to meet these needs is called our “ecological 
footprint.” It measures the impact of our actions against the reality  
of our planet’s finite ability to provide for us.

Imagine if you had just under two hectares of land and sea to provide 
you with all these goods and services and to absorb all the waste 
you produce in the course of your life this year. If you divide up the 
earth’s biologically productive capacity by the number of people on 
our planet, this is about how much land we each get. It’s equivalent to 
an area the size of Stanley Park supporting about 200 people. 

Reducing our ecological footprint is about living within ecological 
limits, and it is also about using a “fair Earth share” of resources. It 
is about striving for a one-planet footprint and a city that is vibrant, 
healthy, safe, and just. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/iheartcities/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pwkrueger/
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bAseLine numbers
On average, Vancouver residents use about three times more land 
and sea resources than our fair share. If everyone lived the way 
we do, we’d need more than three planets to sustain us. In other 
words, our current ecological footprint is unsustainable.

By looking at the make-up of our ecological footprint we can 
start to see what kinds of choices will have the biggest impact on 
our one-planet goal. Choosing food that is local and lower on the 
food chain are two examples. Our transportation choices, the 
things we purchase, and the way we handle waste are other areas 
that have a big impact on our footprint.

what’s in Vancouver’s ecological footprint? 

SOURCE: Using data from J. Moore, 2011 (in progress).

•  neighbourhood pilot program 
coordinator

•  community-based repair 
person

•  engagement and monitoring 
tool developer

•  sustainability consultant
•  community planner
•  grants administrator
•  policy analyst and researcher
•  educator

hiGhest Priority ACtions
The following are the highest priority actions for 2011–2014.  
The complete list of Lighter Footprint actions can be 
found in the Greenest City 2020 Action Plan available at 
talkgreenvancouver.ca

1.  Start a neighbourhood-focused pilot project. Collaborate with 
a specific Vancouver neighbourhood to showcase and test 
Greenest City infrastructure and initiatives, and create a plan 
to extend the lessons out to other communities in the city.

2.  Fund community-based organizations. Provide resources,  
such as the Greenest City Neighbourhood Grants to 
community organizations engaged in activities that support 
Greenest City targets.

3.  Open up the Greenest City data. In collaboration with the 
City’s Open Data Initiative, work to make Greenest City data 
available and enable other organizations to use and share it in 
innovative and useful ways.

Green Jobs

40%

18%

15%

15%

12%
FOOD (40%)

SENIOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES (18%)

CONSUMABLES & WASTE (15%)

TRANSPORTATION (15%)

BUILDINGS (12%)

WATER (O%)

0%

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kristi/
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key strAteGies to 2020

measure and report

Report on the progress and highlight the successes from 
implementing the other nine Greenest City 2020 Action Plan  
goals. This will help to maximize the potential footprint 
reductions. 

engage, encourage, and enable 

Engage and support residents, businesses, non-profits, and other 
community members to work together to create diverse lighter 
footprint solutions.

exemplify

Demonstrate lighter footprint actions and choices in City 
operations such as parks and community centres and in City 
services such as garbage collection, street maintenance, and  
special events.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sockeyed/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kristi/
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whAt it’s GoinG to tAke  
to Get there
The Lighter Footprint goal and target connect to many of the other 
Greenest City goal areas. Specific targets and actions in the Green 
Building, Green Transportation, Zero Waste, and Local Food plans 
will have a positive impact on reducing our ecological footprint. 
However, the City’s ability to influence the decisions that will lead  
to a reduced footprint is limited. 

The work to meet this goal and target is an opportunity for  
creativity and leadership from other levels of government, as well  
as from businesses and local residents.

wedge analysis of the reduction in ecological  
footprint expected from proposed GCAP actions

SOURCE: Using data from J. Moore, 2011 (in progress).

hoW Do We become  
a one-planet city?

Vancouver is one of many cities 
around the world that are working 
hard to answer this question. There 
are no easy answers and no one-
size-fits-all approach.

on their own, City-led actions can 
only achieve about one third of the 
target. The active participation of 
the whole community, including 
individuals, businesses, and other 
organizations will be essential 
for achieving the remaining two 
thirds. That’s why the actions in 
this plan are focused on supporting 
partnerships to create the tools, 
resources and opportunities for all 
of us, in our own way, to meet this 
challenge and succeed.

Longterm Goal: 
One Ecological 
Footprint

2008 2020

2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020

BUILDINGS
CITY-LED (3.6% REDUCTION)
COMMUNITY (1% REDUCTION)

TRANSPORTATION
CITY-LED (2% REDUCTION)
COMMUNITY (1.8% REDUCTION)

WASTE
CITY (0.5% REDUCTION)

TARGET: 33% REDUCTION IN VANCOUVER’S 
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT OVER 2006 LEVELS

19.7%

13.3%

CONSUMABLES
CITY-LED (2% REDUCTION)
COMMUNITY (2% REDUCTION)

FOOD
CITY (3.4% REDUCTION)
COMMUNITY (3.4% REDUCTION)

ACTIONS YET TO BE 
DETERMINED (13.3%)

more and more cities  
are asking the question,  
“How do we live within  
our fair Earth share?”
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your useLess is my useFuL!  
the strAthConA business imProVement 
AssoCiAtion resourCe exChAnGe 
No business owner wants to see products, time, or money go to waste. So in 2009, the Strathcona 
Business Improvement Association (SBIA) recognized that it could support its members to 
reduce waste and improve their environmental performance. 

The SBIA launched a Resource Exchange program that helps local businesses collaborate to 
connect the waste materials from one business with the needs of another—all the while reducing 
their waste-hauling bill, decreasing the amount of garbage going to the landfill, and lightening 
their neighbourhood’s ecological footprint.

The Resource Exchange was the first project of the SBIA’s Green Zone Initiative, a strategy to 
improve the environmental sustainability of SBIA members, attract and retain green businesses, 
and foster eco-industrial activity. SBIA members can post materials as diverse as coffee grounds 
(good for compost), plastic packaging, fabric scraps and wood waste to the exchange or work 
with the sustainability coordinator to do this. The SBIA is able to create partnerships with other 
businesses or the many artists in the area to find uses for materials that would otherwise be sent 
to the landfill or recycling station. 

From September 2010 to March 2011, the program diverted over two tonnes from the recycling 
bin or landfill while engaging over 50 member businesses and over 60 local artists. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/iheartcities/



