
Start at Marina Side Crescent at the foot of Davie St., on the North 
False Creek Seawall.  Walk along Davie St. past the Steam Train at 
the Roundhouse. Cross Pacific Blvd. and turn right on Mainland St.   
 

Continue northeast on Mainland St, until it intersect with Smithe St.  
Here the street name changes and you will continue northeast along 
what is now Hamilton St. to the Vancouver Public Library. 
 

Continue two blocks past the Library to reach Victory Square Park.  
Walk through the Park and continue northeast along Cambie St.   
 

After three blocks you will arrive at Water St. by the Gastown Steam 
Clock.  Turn right and walk east along Water St. until Carrall St. to 
find the statue of Gassy Jack in Maple Tree Square. 
 

An alternate route to return to your starting point is to take the 
Canada Line Skytrain from Waterfront Station (601 W. Cordova St.) 
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Steam Line Walking Tour 
The walk starts on the north side of False Creek by the Roundhouse 
Steam Engine. It passes through Yaletown and continues along a 
historic route to end near the Gastown Steam Clock.   
 

This brochure serves as a guide for walkers who would like to 
know more about the stories and history of old Vancouver.  
  

The Great Vancouver fire on June 13, 1886 destroyed most of the 
buildings in the City.  The structures you will see along this 
walking route reflect the history and growth of Vancouver over the 
last 124 years. 
 

The Steam Line Walk  is 2.11 km (1.32 miles) long and passes by 
several of Vancouver’s most historic buildings.  The route includes 
many conveniently located benches and rest areas.   



1. North False Creek    
Six large black and white photos create an impressive art 
installation at the foot of Davie Street by Marina Side Crescent.  
These photos visually represent some of the area’s influential 
leaders and monumental achievements.   

2. North False Creek    
Enticed by 20 tax-free years, William Van Horne, head of the CPR 
built extensive rail yards on the north shore of False Creek.  Thus, 
converting the traditional fishing grounds of the Squamish Nation 
into a bustling industrial zone with 17 saw mills along the Creek. 

Walking is Effective Disease Prevention  
 
Did you know you’ re “ feeding”  your joints when you’ re active? 
Regular physical activity and exercise can actually decrease arthritis 
pain and help keep your joints healthy.  “Feed” your 
joints today.  Get active and move for health! 
 

Ar thr itis Society, BC &  Yukon Division   
 

The benefits of regular walking, particularly as part of an active life-
style, can reduce your risk of heart disease and stroke and can: 

 Help control blood pressure, lower blood cholesterol levels, 
 Enable reaching and maintaining healthy weight, 
 Increase energy level, improve mood, 
 Reduce stress and relieve tension  
 

Heart and Stroke Foundation of BC and Yukon 
 

Regular physical activity improves your body’s sensitivity to insulin 
and helps manage your blood glucose levels.  Regular exercise also 
has special advantages if you have type 2 diabetes. Regardless of 
your age, making the decision to become more physically active is 
one of the greatest gifts you can give yourself 
and the people who love you.  Talk to your 
healthcare team and take that first step today!   
 

Canadian Diabetes Association 
 

Walk your way to better bones.  Walking - simple steps to better 
bones and so much more: better posture, better balance, improved 
muscle strength, greater flexibility, increased endurance and stamina, 
and improved quality of life. 
 

The Canadian Osteoporosis Patient  
Network, Osteoporosis Canada  
 
 

What’s good for your heart is good for your head.  Physical activity  
reduces the risk and delays the onset of dementia.  Exercise stimu-
lates blood flow, bringing more oxygen and glucose to the brain.  A 
lifestyle that is  good for your body’s health will support good mental 
fitness and a physically healthy 
brain.  Let’s get walking! 
 

Alzheimer Society of BC 



34. John “ Gassy Jack”  Deighton arrived in a rowboat on the south 
shore of Burrard inlet in 1867, with his family and a barrel of 
whiskey.  He was attracted by the new Hastings Mill and set up a 
crude saloon just outside the mill grounds; the boundary being 
today’s Carrall Street.  Jack Deighton acquired the nickname “Gassy”  
because he was quite loquacious. As people settled around his saloon, 
the area became known as Gassy’s Town, and later Gastown.   

33. The Europe Hotel was 
built in 1908 and designed  
by Parr and Fee.  It is a flat 
iron building and the first   
fire proof hotel in western 
Canada. This unique 
structure comes to a point 
facing a statue of “Gassy 
Jack”  Deighton in Maple 
Tree Square.  This cobble 
stoned square is the result of 
old mismatched street grids: 
one with a focus on true 
north, the other on magnetic 
north.  The result was an 
intriguing space that favored 
neither pedestrians nor 
horses nor automobiles. 

3. Dave Rudberg’s Bench is a tribute to the former General Manager 
of City Engineering for his exemplary contributions during a period 
of major growth. The metamorphosis of False Creek involved some 
of the biggest land deals in BC’s history. What had become a polluted 
nuisance developed into a sophisticated showcase of urban living. 

4. The Roundhouse has been long admired for its straight forward 
industrial beauty.  The Roundhouse is a building of major historical 
significance to the City of Vancouver from both a social and an 
architectural perspective.  



5. The Canadian Pacific Railroad relocated its rail yard  repair 
facilities to North False Creek in 1887.  Originally, the Round-
house was comprised of a cluster of buildings whose function was 
to house and service the great steam locomotives of the day. 

6. Engine No. 374 was built in 1886, and hauled the first passenger 
train, carrying 150 passengers, to Vancouver on May 23rd, 1887; 
thus finally joining Canada from East to West and fulfilling Sir 
John A. Macdonald’s National Dream of a continental nation. 

31. The Steam Clock is the 
northern signature of the 
Steam Line Historic Walk. 
Designed by Ray Saunders 
and built in 1997, it is the 
world©s first steam-powered 
clock.  It represents the 
beginning of Gastown’s 
revitalization. Every fifteen 
minutes it whistles the   
New Westminster Chime 
and releases billows of 
steam. Located over a vent, 
it receives steam from the 
Central Heat Distribution 
network which distributes 
steam to over 180 buildings 
in Vancouver’s downtown 
core.  

32. The Dominion Hotel and Lamplighter  Pub was built in 
1900-01. Designed by E.G. Guenther, this Italian style hotel was 
popular among commercial travelers. The pub is in remembrance 
of the days when gas lights lit the streets, and commemorates John 
Clough, Vancouver’s first lamplighter.                     92 Water St. 



30. Edward Hotel    1906   
The fire-resistant iron and 
steel framed Edward Hotel 
replaced the wood framed 
Regina Hotel. The Regina 
Hotel was the only         
Gastown building to        
survive the Great Fire of 
1886. To save the building, 
patrons plastered wet    
blankets on the walls and 
formed a bucket brigade on 
the roof. The fire destroyed 
the rest of the city in 25 
minutes.  The next day, 
resolute citizens rose from 
the ashes, started anew and 
rebuilt Vancouver into the 
city it is today.   

29. Gastown was established in 1867 and grew into Canada’s third 
largest city. In 1971, it was declared a heritage district and protected 
from looming highway construction. Its intriguing past is reflected in 
the curb-less cobblestone streets, lamplights, alleys and courtyards. 
The area bears colourful names like Blood Alley and Gaolers Mews.   

7. Engine No. 374 is the Steam Line Historic Walking Route’s 
southern signature.  It is central to the national identity of Canada 
and is a designated heritage monument.  It is on display at the 374 
Pavilion; attached to the Roundhouse Community Centre. 

8. Yaletown-Roundhouse Station   The Canada Line subway 
station at Davie and Mainland Streets illustrates the high density 
redevelopment that has emerged in Yaletown.  Today the district 
bustles with high end restaurants, bars, design studios and shops. 



9. Yaletown is named after the original home of the CPR train yards: 
the town of Yale in the Fraser Canyon.  When operations moved to 
the Coast “Yaletown” got its name. Trains traveled along tracks on 
Mainland Street and the conductors navigated by using the addresses 
painted on the sides of buildings, such as 1152 pictured above. 

10. Bill Cur tis Square was named for a long time city engineer.  
The Square was designed to reflect the classical elements of 
Yaletown’s heritage and remodeled to accommodate the Canada 
Line station.  It is home to the magnificent equestrian sculpture, 
created in 2009 by David Robinson. 

27. The Dominion Building was built in 1908-09 and was the tallest 
structure in the British Empire before completion of  the Sun Tower. 
Built in Beaux Art style, it was designed by architect J.S. Helyer as if 
it was a typical 5-storey Parisian home then stretched to 13 stories. It 
has a mansard roof and polished red granite from Aberdeen Scotland. 

28. The Flack Block was designed by William Blackmore in a revival 
Romanesque style. It was built in 1898 by prospector Thomas Flack, 
after he struck it rich during the Klondike Gold Rush.  Using vintage 
photographs, Tony Rogac restored its magnificent entrance archway. 
163 W. Hastings  



25. Or iginal Granite Blocks 
on Hamilton St. at Pender St. 
The original street surface on 
the west side of Victory 
Square Park has been 
retained and restored.  It 
illustrates a heritage now 
passed when much of the 
traffic in the emerging City 
used horses. The gaps in the 
blocks prevented the horses 
hooves from slipping when 
climbing the icy hill in 
winter.  The maple trees on 
the Pender Street side of the 
park are the oldest street 
trees in the City; planted in 
1897.   

26. Victory Square Park      
was the location of the  
Provincial Courthouse, 
until it was torn down 
before the First World War. 
During the old Courthouse©s 
tenure, the vicinity was the 
hub of the City©s financial 
and legal district.  In 1914, 
the Park was used to recruit  
men for the war.  In 1924, 
the three-sided Cenotaph 
was unveiled. This grey 
granite obelisk is the focal 
point  for Vancouver’s 
annual Remembrance Day 
ceremony. 

11. Mainland and Hamilton Streets comprise the core of Yaletown, 
an eight-block district laid out by the CPR in the 1900s.  Yaletown is 
characterized by high loading platforms intended for easy on and off-
loading of cargo from freight trains.  The overhead awnings provided 
weather protection.  

12. The first City Plan in the late 1920s saw Yaletown as the 
suburbs of Vancouver with Gastown’s Victory Square as the town 
center.  Yaletown was zoned as a residential area with designation 
for some commercial and light industrial uses.  By the 1950’s, the 
area was overrun by factories and shops.   



14. An initial attempt to demolish the loading docks (the platform 
cut seen in this photograph) was halted, and prompted City Council 
to establish Yaletown as Vancouver’s third Heritage District.  This 
protected the unique architectural features identifying the area. 

13. Changes in transportation to trucks and trailers prompted 
industries to relocate closer to major highways. This shift led 
Yaletown into a decline.  However, the warehouses soon attracted 
designers and other professionals who discovered that the vacant 
buildings were convenient, inexpensive and attractive. 

23. The Sun Tower was 
built by architect W.T. 
Whiteway in 1912. When  
completed, it was the  
tallest building in the 
British Empire.  It was 
topped by a large neon 
‘world’  sign which 
reflecting the structure’s 
first occupant, the 
Vancouver World 
newspaper.  Later it    
served as the home of the 
Vancouver Sun newspaper.  
 The roof was painted  
green to create the illusion 
of it being copper.                    
 

100 Pender St. 

24. The Maidens - Sun Tower    
Nine terracotta art-nouveau caryatids adorn the top level of the Sun 
Tower.  They were sculpted by Charles Marega and were initially 
controversial due to their semi-nude composure. 



22. Welcoming Figures  
Carved from yellow cedar  
 by George Hemeon 
 

“Welcome figures were 
traditionally erected at the  
entrance of a Salish 
community, signaling to a 
visiting people, with their 
outstretched arms free of 
weapons, that they were 
welcome to enter as guests,”  
explains Hemeon. 
 “ I thought it would be 
appropriate to create figures 
to convey a traditional  
Salish welcome.”  
 

BC Hydro building lobby 
333 Dunsmuir St. 

21. The Main Post Office was built in 1956 at a cost of $13 million. 
When it opened, it was the largest welded steel structure in the world: 
a giant, five-storey machine covering an entire city block. It was 
connected to the CPR station by a conveyor-equipped tunnel, but as 
transport by truck and air grew the tunnel was obsolete by 1965. 

 15. Yaletown Park occupies the site which, at the turn of the 19th 
to 20th Centuries, featured a hill and a field where people played 
baseball and football games.  On warm weekend afternoons, 
residents of suburban Vancouver would gather to relax on the 
slopes, watch the games and enjoy a picnic.   

16. “ Eros Bendato Scr ippolato”             Yaletown Park 
Igor Mitoraj’s patinated bronze sculpture of Eros, the god of love, 
is depicted with a blindfold; acknowledging that Eros’  victims were 
selected randomly, and suggesting that love is blind. 



18. Jardine’s Lookout is located at 863-827 Hamilton Street.   
This  row of 19th century Queen Anne houses has been preserved. 
The area was part of the former suburbs of old Vancouver with the 
city centre down the road in Gastown.  These houses were 
extensively renovated in the 1990s to reflect their original glory. 

17. Go through Yaletown 
Park and follow 
Mainland Street or     
continue up the stairs.   

Vancouver has a  highly  
pedestrian core with 
many passages that     
appear to be private, but 
are actually  pedestrian 
through-routes. 
 

The stairs lead through a 
courtyard onto Smithe St.  
 

Turn right, and rejoin the 
main route where 
Mainland St. becomes 
Hamilton St.   

19. The Silk Road intersects The Steam Line at Robson Street 
offering a view to Terry Fox Plaza.  The Silk Road is another 
designated walking route, marked with colourful street signs and 
banners.  It links Library Square via the Keefer Steps to historic 
Chinatown. 

20. L ibrary Square 1993-95 
 

Designed by international 
architect Moshe Safdie, it is 
a contemporary expression of 
Rome’s ancient Colosseum. 
This building has 315 arches 
and is nine floors in height. 
The ground floor features a 
glass concourse which serves 
as an entry foyer to the 
library and as a fascinating 
interior urban street.  
Library Square is also the 
western or ‘Mediterranean’  
terminus of the Silk Road 
walking route.   
 

350 W. Georgia St. 


