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RECOMMENDATION:  That in response the OPCC letter of November 20th, the Vancouver 
Police Board advises that imminent changes to the legislative and regulatory landscape make it 
premature to develop a new VPD policy at this time.  The Board will revisit this matter when the 
impact of the City’s new bylaw and pending federal legislative change becomes clearer. 
 
BACKGROUND:  In November the Board received a recommendation from the Office of the 
Police Complaint Commissioner that it consider developing a policy around police response to 
illegal marijuana dispensaries.   
 
DISCUSSION:  The issue of illegal marihuana dispensaries is complex and fraught with 
misunderstanding.  As an example, the OPCC letter notes that the City’s regulatory scheme 
envisions that properly licensed marihuana dispensaries would comply with the Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act.  However, the regulatory scheme deals with land use and cannot 
make legal what is currently illegal in the CDSA.  In other words, Vancouver’s new bylaw cannot 
bring the marihuana dispensaries into compliance with the CDSA and selling marihuana 
remains a criminal offence.  
 
For this reason, it would not be appropriate to create a policy that is harmonized with the City’s 
bylaw, since the VPD must independently decide whether or not to enforce the criminal law, and 
should be informed, but not guided, by the City’s bylaw.  Instead, the City will enforce its bylaws 
as it sees appropriate, and the VPD will continue with its current approach in prioritizing the use 
of its resources to enforce the CDSA, including where marihuana dispensaries are concerned.  
The VPD will make these decisions independently, and whether the dispensary has received a 
City permit will only be one factor to be considered.   
 
In deciding whether to create new policy, the Board should consider the following factors: 
 

 The City is at the early stages of implementing its bylaw and the impact is not yet known; 
 

 Since the complaint giving rise to the OPCC recommendation was received, a new 
Federal Liberal government has been elected and has reaffirmed its commitment to 
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legalizing and regulating marihuana.  It appears, therefore, that marihuana will be 
legalized and regulated in within a relatively short time; and 

 

 The VPD Executive has clearly set out its expectations regarding marihuana 
dispensaries in a January 2015 Directive.  This is a very simple matter – frontline officers 
must consult and receive approval from their District Commander and the VPD 
Organized Crime Section before taking any enforcement action against a marihuana 
dispensary pursuant to CDSA offences.   
 

Conclusion:  Currently the existing Directive is sufficient in all the circumstances.  It would be 
premature to develop a new policy, given the factors set out above and the changing landscape 
around the issue of marihuana.  The Board and the Department will revisit this matter when the 
impact of the City’s new bylaw and pending federal legislative change becomes clearer. 
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