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HASTINGS PARK / PNE MASTER PLAN

Background
How did we get here and what previous plans are informing this work?
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The transfer of ownership of the 
Pacific National Exhibition to 
the City of Vancouver from the 
Province in 2004 necessitated a 
significant change in direction for 
the redevelopment of Hastings 
Park. Over the following years, 
the City, with the input of a vast 
array of stakeholders, developed 
a plan that sought a balanced 
approach of significant new park 
space and habitat with renewal 
of infrastructure to enhance and 
sustain the PNE, Playland and the 
annual Fair. The Hastings Park / 
PNE Master Plan was adopted by 
City Council in December, 2010.
 

The Master Plan, with its 20 year vision, will transform 
the Hastings Park of today into a greener, year-round 
destination for park use that includes an amusement 
park, the annual Fair and places for festivals, culture, 
sport and recreation, leisure and fun. The Plan will 
almost triple the amount of park space, currently 27 
acres to an eventual total of 76 acres. The Master 
Plan is also an opportunity to significantly improve the 
sustainability and ecological performance of the Hastings 
Park and PNE, consistent with City Council’s Greenest 
City Action Team priorities. The multi-purpose nature of 
the Plan reflects the challenging balancing act that the 
Master Plan achieves: ‘A Fair in a Park’ – a significantly 
greener and more publicly accessible Hastings Park 
which renews Vancouver’s historic annual fair and 
amusement park, while ensuring economic vitality and 
long-term sustainability.

Recent History

The past couple decades have seen significant change at 
Hastings Park. In the 1990’s, the Provincial government 
decided to relocate the PNE to Surrey and the City 
initiated a plan to convert Hastings Park to parkland. 
Between 1995 and 1997, the Park Board developed the 
Hastings Park Restoration Plan, which was adopted by 
City Council in 1997. It was based on the premise that 
the PNE would be leaving the Hastings Park site and 
provided for a transition of the fairgrounds to parkland. 

However, in 2004, plans changed when the Province 
determined that the PNE was not a core service and 
transferred ownership to the City. In June 2004, 
following a City-wide public consultation process, City 

Greenest City Action Plan (GCAP)

The City of Vancouver has set the target to become the 
greenest City on the planet by 2020. The implementation 
of the new parks spaces in Hastings Park moves the City 
closer to achieving several key GCAP goals: Access to 
Nature, Green Transportation, and Clean Water. 

Hastings	Park	specific	goals:
• Add significant park space: from a current area of 27 

acres to a final total of 75 acres
• Provide over 5 kilometers of new pedestrian and 

bicycle paths
• Increase biodiversity 
• Remove invasive species, use native plants and plant 

significantly more trees
• Capture and clean stormwater runoff before it reaches 

Burrard Inlet

• Daylight a stream currently in a culvert under 
Hastings Park

• Ensure sustainable construction, waste management 
and operations practices.

Vancouver Sport Strategy

The Vancouver Sport Strategy adopted by the Park Board 
in 2008 identifies a plan to develop sport in Vancouver. 
New park spaces in Hastings Park will focus on two key 
goals of the Strategy: 

1. Physical literacy for all
2. Active for life.

Council directed staff to explore and develop a new 
direction for Hastings Park that included significant 
additional park space, the 17 day annual summer Fair, 
Playland operated seasonally and greened, a mix of 
community and commercial uses on site and increased 
connectivity to the neighbourhood.

These directions set the scope for the Hastings Park/
PNE Master Plan which was developed between 2009 
and 2010 and included over 25 open house events. In 
December 2010, City Council approved the Hastings Park 
/ PNE Master Plan and directed staff to move forward 
with the implementation of several of the plan’s initial 
park and greenway components.

Other Plans and Strategies

Hastings Park / PNE Master Plan


