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PM announcement's this morning 

Good Morning: 

Two new announcements from Ottawa this morning: 

1) Prime Minister announces additional funding for health, economic, and social support for Indigenous peoples 
and communities 

The Prime Minister announced new funding to provide critical support to Ind igenous families and communities during 
this crisis, based on needs that have been identified. The funding includes: 

D $285.1 million to support the ongoing public health response to COVID-19 in Ind igenous communit ies. The 
investment will fund community-led responses to the pandemic, and provide targeted increases in primary 
healt h care resources for First Nations communit ies. In case of out breaks, t his funding can be drawn upon to 
provide surge capacity and addit ional support for community-based services in First Nations, Inuit , and Metis 
communities. 

D $270 million to supplement the On-Reserve Income Assistance Program to address increased demand on the 
program, which w ill help individuals and families meet their essent ial living expenses. It w ill also help hire 
additional staff to better serve First Nations communities and connect individuals to other government 
programs. 

D $44.8 million over five years to bui ld 12 new shelters, which wi ll help protect and support Indigenous women 
and girls experiencing and fleeing violence. This funding will help build 10 shelters in First Nat ions commun ities 
on reserve across t he country, and two in t he territories, to support Indigenous women and children. The 
government will also provide $40.8 mi ll ion to support operat ional costs for these new shelters over t he first five 
years, and $10.2 million annually ongoing. We are also announcing $1 mill ion a year ongoing, starting t his year, 
to support engagement with Met is leaders and service providers on shelter provision and community-led 
violence prevention projects for Met is women, girls, and LGBTQ and two-spirit people. 

Todayll invest ment builds on the work already being done through t he $305 million Indigenous Community Support 
Fund, and t he add itional $75 mi ll ion provided for communit ies and organ izat ions working with Indigenous peoples living 
in urban areas and off-reserve. The Government of Canada is taking a distinctions-based approach to address t he needs 
of Indigenous peoples and communities. Where needed, the government has also provided additional support, including 
in northwestern Saskatchewan, where funding has supported a collective effort between First Nat ions, t he Met is Nat ion 
of Saskatchewan, the Government of Saskatchewan, and other partners to coordinate the COVID-19 response in the 
region. 

2) Cruise sh ips with overnight accommodat ions carrying more t han 100 people will be prohibited from operating in 
Canadian waters unt il Oct. 31. 

Large cruise sh ips won't be able to dock at any of Canada's ports unt il at least t he fa ll as the federal government extends 
its safety measure to limit the number of cases of the novel coronavirus in Canada. In March, Ottawa had announced a 
ban on cruise ships carrying more than 500 passengers unt il July 1. 
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