From: "Mochrie, Paul" <Paul.Mochrie@vancouver.ca>

To: "Direct to Mayor and Council - DL"
Date: 7/30/2021 10:31:18 AM
Subject:  FW: Confidential update: Stanley Park to temporarily close overnight due to extreme fire risk

Good morning Mayor and Council,

For your information, | am forwarding the following confidential update from Park Board staff confirming that Stanley
Park will be closed overnight due to fire risk. The overnight closures will remain in effect until the fire risk has abated.

This information will be released publicly at 11am; please do not disclose pending the Park Board’s announcement.

Best,
Paul

From: PB Communications <PB.Communications@vancouver.ca>

Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 8:56 AM

To: PB Commissioners <PBCommissioners@vancouver.ca>

Cc: PB SLT (Senior Leadership Team) - DL ; PB Communications
<PB.Communications@vancouver.ca>

Subject: Confidential update: Stanley Park to temporarily close overnight due to extreme fire risk

Good morning Commissioners,

This update is to advise you of an operational response to the current drought conditions across
Vancouver that have contributed to extreme fire risk for Stanley Park.

Beginning this evening at 10 pm, Park Rangers will be closing all non-essential access to Stanley Park
between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am.

Park Rangers will set up temporary overnight access control points at five locations across the park to
reduce the number of individuals in the park overnight. Vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians and anyone who
does not require access to the park will be turned around at access control points.

Anyone requiring entry into the park during the closure, including the #19 bus, emergency services,
patrons and staff of park businesses, will be permitted to enter through the control points. Individuals
who remain in the park after the closure begins will have unrestricted access to leave the park through
the control points.

The access control points will be positioned at the following locations:

Traffic circle off Georgia Street

The corner of Barclay and Park Lane

The corner of Beach Ave and Park Lane

The South exit of the Stanley Park Causeway
The North Exit of the Stanley Park Causeway
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The Causeway will remain open. Access to the seawall will be closed. Signage will be placed along the
access points of the seawall to advise pedestrians and cyclists of the closure. Park Rangers will be



patrolling the park throughout the closure to monitor activity.

This response will be in effect seven days a week until the fire risk is significantly reduced. VFRS and
VPD have been consulted on this closure and both are supportive of the action being taken.

Staff will be notifying park stakeholders, leaseholders, business operators, and the Musqueam,
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations of the temporary closure later this morning.

A news release will be shared with media at 11 am, please keep this information confidential until that
time. The complete release, with additional details about the closure is below for your review.

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation
News Release
July 30, 2021

Stanley Park to temporarily close overnight due to extreme fire risk

The Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation will be temporarily closing all non-essential access to
Stanley Park between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am beginning tonight. The closure is being activated in
an effort to reduce the fire risk to the park, which is extreme due to the current drought conditions and
sustained heat events.

Park Rangers will set up temporary overnight access control points at five locations across the park to
reduce the number of individuals in the park overnight. Vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians and anyone who
does not require access to the park will be turned around at access control points.

Anyone requiring entry into the park during the closure, including the #19 bus, emergency services,
patrons and staff of park businesses, will be permitted to enter through the control points. Individuals
who remain in the park after the closure begins will have unrestricted access to leave the park through
the control points.

The access control points will be positioned at the following locations:

Traffic circle off Georgia Street

The corner of Barclay and Park Lane

The corner of Beach Ave and Park Lane

The South exit of the Stanley Park Causeway
The North Exit of the Stanley Park Causeway
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The Causeway will remain open. Access to the seawall will be closed. Signage will be placed along the
access points of the seawall to advise pedestrians and cyclists of the closure. Park Rangers will be
patrolling the park throughout the closure to monitor activity.

“The current conditions in Stanley Park are extreme right now and given the size of the park, the risk of a
fire breaking out overnight when fewer people may notice it or report it presents a significant threat to the
wellbeing of the park, its trees, wildlife, and everyone who relies on the park and its ongoing health,” said



Amit Gandha, Director of Park Operations. “We have been in close contact with our partners at
Vancouver Fire and Rescue Services as well as the Vancouver Police Department and they fully support
this proactive measure to reduce the risk of a catastrophic fire in the park.”

The temporary closure will be in effect seven days a week beginning Friday, July 30 and will extend
indefinitely until the fire risk has been significantly reduced.

Stanley Park is Vancouver’s largest urban park, with more than 400 hectares of naturalized West Coast
forest. The park has approximately half a million trees — mostly cedar, fir, and hemlock — some of which
are hundreds of years old.

The park has a vast history and has historical and present day cultural significance to the Musqueam,
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations, whose ancestors first inhabited the unceded territory.
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