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Keeping Canadians safe remains our priority. Municipal leaders are working flat-out to
protect people and frontline services as our pandemic response continues. This Throne
Speech is an encouraging and hopeful signal that we’ll have a federal partner on the path
forward.

We welcome the increased ambition to tackle Canada’s housing affordability crisis.

We cannot overstate the urgency of moving forward on affordable and supportive
housing—and how fundamental a strong federal-municipal partnership will be to meet our
shared goal of ending chronic homelessness.

We are also encouraged by the recognition of the need for more support for public transit,
more climate-resilient communities, and scaled-up local sustainability initiatives that create
jobs and reduce emissions. Municipalities are ready to help make all of this happen.

We welcome new commitments in the Throne Speech to working with municipalities to
expand urban parks, and advance the fight against climate change through nature-based
solutions and tree planting.

Canada’s pandemic response and recovery need to be rooted in our communities. These
are the places where Canadians live, work and raise their families. These are the places
where local leaders are responding in real time to people’s daily challenges.

Today’s pandemic response can support tomorrow’s recovery. We want to tackle urgent
COVID challenges in our communities—in ways that also build for the future. This will take
extensive, ongoing partnership among orders of government.





