
From: 
To: 
CC: 

Date: 
Subject: 

"Mochrie, Paul" <Paul.Mochrie@vancouver.ca> 
"Direct to Mayor and Council - DL" 
"City Manager's Correspondence Group - DL" 
"Singh, Sandra" <Sandra.Singh@vancouver.ca> 
10/6/2020 9:22:07 AM 
Report 6 - Leases for SWAN and Rain City at 1101 Seymour St. 

Good morning Mayor and Council, 

As Or. Daly is not available to speak to the above-referenced report today, she has asked me to convey the following 
message regarding the proposed overdose prevention site. 

Best, 
Paul 

From: Daly, Patty (VCH] [mailto:Pat ricia .Oaly@vch.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:00 AM 
To: Mochrie, Pau l <Paul.Mochrie@vancouver.ca> 
Cc: Vanveen, Chris (VCH] <chris.vanveen@vch.ca>; Bell, Erika (VCH] <Erika.Bell@vch.ca> 
Subject: Statement for Mayor and Council 
Importance: High 

Hi Paul - can you please forward this statement to Mayor and Council: 

Unfortunately I am not able to attend today's council meeting. However, I would like to voice st rong support for t he staff 
recommendat ion to provide t he RainCity Housing and Support Society with a lease to operate an overdose prevention 
site at 1101 Seymour Street. 

We are still in the midst of two public health emergencies: the opioid overdose emergency and the COVI0-19 pandemic. 
For people living w it h substance use disorder in Vancouver using i llegal substances, t he risk of overdose death is greater 
than their risk of severe COVI0-19. The Vancouver Police Department reported that t here were 14 suspected overdose 
deat hs in Vancouver last week, t he second-highest weekly total since City staff started tracking VPO-reported deaths in 
2016. The city centre has consistently seen the second highest number of overdose deat hs in our region after t he 
downtown eastside (OTES) . Historically people at risk of overdose who live downtown have had few options for 
supervised consumption, often being forced to use alone, in parks or alleyways, or to travel to the OTES to visit lnsite. 
The new overdose prevention site that is being proposed for 1101 Seymour St will provide an important, life-saving 
opportunity for people to use their drugs in a safe environment . It w ill also offer opportunit ies for access to treat ments 
and supports when t hrough referrals to our VCH Overdose Outreach Team. 

Overdose Prevent ion Sites operate under a provincial ministeria l order, which permits their operation without 
exempt ion under section 56.1 of t he federal Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. Due to t he nature of the emergency, 
which requires public health to move quickly to establish services, t he order does not require community consu ltation. 
However, we have full confidence in RainCity as a service provider, and our staff w it h work closely w ith stakeholders to 
ensure impacts to t he surrounding communit y are minimal. 

Analysis from the BC Centre for Disease Control clearly demonstrates that overdose prevention services have saved lives, 
and I would remind Mayor and Council t hat they are an essent ial component the work required to address the opioid 
overdose crisis as outlined in my Chief Medical Healt h Officer Report of 2018 (http://www.vch.ca/Oocuments/CMHO-
report.pdf). 

Thank you for your ongoing support in addressing the opioid overdose emergency in Vancouver. 



Sincerely, 

Patricia Daly, MD, FRCPC 
Vice-President, Public Healt h & Chief Medical Health Officer 
Vancouver Coastal Health 

office 604 675 3924 
e-mail patricia.daly@vch.ca 

Erika Bell 
Executive Assistant 
office 604 675 3918 
e-mail erika.bell@vch.ca 

I acknowledge that my place of work lies on the unceded traditional homelands of the M usqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waut uth Nations. 
The content of this e-mail is confidential and may be privileged. If you receive this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete it immediately. 




