
From: "Johnston, Sadhu" <Sadhu.Johnston@vancouver.ca>
To: "Direct to Mayor and Council - DL" <CCDTMACDL@vancouver.ca>

Date: 11/25/2016 5:39:06 PM
Subject: VPD Response to City Council request - RTS 11747

Attachments: VPD Response to Request by City Council - RTS #011747 - 2016 11 17.pdf

Dear Mayor and Council,

Please see attached VPD Memo in response to a request from Councillor De Genova for 
information regarding enforcement measures used in regard to cyclists that fail to obey traffic 
laws, such as not stopping at stop signs and number of tickets being issued.

Please contact Superintendent Steve Eely at steve.eely@vpd.ca if you require additional 
information.

Best
Sadhu

Sadhu Aufochs Johnston | City Manager
City of Vancouver | 453 W 12th Avenue
Vancouver | BC V5Y 1V4
604.873.7627 | Sadhu.johnston@vancouver.ca
Twitter: sadhuajohnston 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any accompanying documents contain confidential information intended 
for a specific individual and purpose. This message is private and protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution, or the taking of any action based on the contents of this 
information, is strictly prohibited.
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VANCOUVER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Operations Division 

Traffic Section 
 

 
 
 
Date: 2016-11-17 
 
To: Superintendent Steve Eely 
 South Command – Operations Division 
 Vancouver Police Department 
 
From: A/Insp. 1557 Dave Duncan 
 Traffic Section – Vancouver Police Department 
 
Subject: Request from City Council:  RTS #011747 
 
 
At the November 1st, 2016 Regular City of Vancouver (COV) Council Meeting, a request 
was made by Councilor De Genova for information “…regarding enforcement measures 
used in regard to cyclists that fail to obey traffic laws, such as not stopping at stop signs, 
and numbers of tickets being issued.  Also include info regarding jaywalking and motor 
vehicle infractions.” 
 
With the assistance of the Vancouver Police Department (VPD) Traffic Analyst and the 
VPD’s Collision Investigation Unit, statistics were gathered from the entire 2015 
calendar year and 2016 Year to Date (YTD): January 1st to October 31st. Included within 
the statistics gathered are Provincial Violation Tickets as well as COV By-Law tickets 
issued by VPD members.   
 
To address the request made by Councilor De Genova, enforcement measures are 
presented in three categories: Cyclist Enforcement, Pedestrian Enforcement and Motor 
Vehicle Enforcement. 
 
Cyclist Enforcement: 
Globally, with 858 tickets issued to cyclists in 2015, enforcement patterns are relatively 
consistent in 2016: with 787 tickets issued YTD.  The majority of tickets issued to 
cyclists were related to “no helmet” offences.  It is worth noting that collisions involving 
cyclists totaled 252 in 2015 and are 241 YTD in 2016.  The enforcement of helmet laws 
is conducted in an effort to improve safety and reduce serious head injuries for cyclists 
should they become involved in a collision.  “Riding on the sidewalk” is also an 
enforcement focus, but is a distant second to “no helmet” enforcement.  Cyclist 
enforcement related to disobeying stop signs is minimal: 5 tickets issued in 2015 and 2 
YTD in 2016.   
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Pedestrian Enforcement: 
With 402 tickets issued to pedestrians in 2015, enforcement frequency has increased 
somewhat with 640 tickets issued YTD in 2016.  The primary driver for this increase 
relates to enforcement against pedestrian’s who disobey traffic control signals.  The 
focus on pedestrian compliance with traffic control signals is another attempt on the 
VPD’s part to improve Traffic Safety and reduce fatalities involving pedestrians.  In 2015 
there were 387 collisions involving pedestrians, 10 of which were fatalities.  YTD in 
2016 there have been 279 collisions involving pedestrians, 11 of which were fatalities.   
 
Traffic Enforcement and Patrol members engage in countless incidents of educational 
interaction where verbal warnings are given to pedestrians in an attempt to keep them 
safe. 
 
In 2016, the VPD deployed a new enforcement team within the Traffic Section - with a 
mandate focused on education and enforcement of pedestrian and cyclist related 
offences.  This team has also been the primary point of contact for handling complaints 
and addressing concerns raised by the public with regards to these specific types of 
offences.   
 
Motor Vehicle Enforcement: 
As the statistics demonstrate, the vast majority of tickets issued by the VPD relate to 
Motor Vehicle infractions.   Collectively, the VPD issued 44,439 tickets to motorists in 
2015 and 32,971 tickets YTD in 2016.  The consistent focus is on offences which are 
deemed to be contributing factors to collisions such as ‘Distracted Driving’, ‘Speeding’, 
‘Disobeying Traffic Control Devices’ and ‘Failing to Yield to Pedestrians / other 
Vehicles’. 
 
The above three categories of statistics are represented in greater detail in Appendix A 
(Quick Reference Overview) and Appendix B (Enforcement Statistics by Travel Mode):  
 
For your, and City Council, consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
A/Insp. 1557 Dave Duncan 
Traffic Section - VPD 
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APPENDIX  A 
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APPENDIX  B 
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