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Dear Mayor and Council, 

Please see the attached memo from Gil Kelley. A short summary of the memo is as follows: 

D Planning, Engineering, and Park are deliveri ng a strategy to guide the delivery and improvements of public 
spaces in the Downtown 

D Council Briefing: There will be a Counci l Briefing with details on the data and strategy on October 7th_ 
D Public Engagement: Staff have started asking for the public's feedback on the strategy's directions and 

data analysis beginning on September 26th_ 
D Material: The Strategy and public engagement boards are available at this link [Places for People]. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Gi l Kelley at 604.873.7456 or Gi l.Kelley@vancouver.ca. 

Best, 
Sadhu 

Sadhu Aufochs Johnston I City Manager 
Office of the City Manager I City of Vancouver 
604.873.7627 I sadhu.johnston@vancouver.ca 

Pronouns: he, him, his 

~ TYOF 
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The City of Vancouver acknowledges that it is situated on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-
Waututh peoples. 
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M E M O R A N D U M  October 1, 2019 
 
TO: Mayor and Council 
  
CC: Sadhu Johnston, City Manager 

Paul Mochrie, Deputy City Manager 
Lynda Graves, Administration Services Manager, City Manager’s Office 
Rena Kendall-Craden, Civic Engagement and Communications Director 
Katrina Leckovic, City Clerk 
Neil Monckton, Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office 
Alvin Singh, Communications Director, Mayor’s Office 
Anita Zaenker, Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office 
Jerry Dobrovolny, General Manager, Engineering Services 
Cheryl Nelms, Acting General Manager, Engineering Services 
Neil Hrushowy, Assistant Director, Community Planning 
Margaret Wittgens, Director, Public Space and Street Use 
Lon LaClaire, Director, Transportation 
 

  
FROM: Gil Kelley 

General Manager, Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability 
  
SUBJECT: Places for People – Downtown Public Space Strategy 
  
 
 
This memo provides information on Places for People – Downtown, an interdepartmental 
strategy to manage and deliver public spaces in the Downtown Peninsula, and precedes a 
Council Briefing on October 7th.  

In 2017, Council approved the preparation of the Places for People Strategy. Since then, the 
process involved more than 400 volunteers and over 13,000 participants in walking tours, pop-
up public engagement events, outreach, and online surveys. This initiative responds to several 
recently approved policies including the Climate Emergency Response (2019), and Resilient 
Vancouver Strategy (2019). Together, these initiatives give policy direction for staff to: support 
walkable, complete communities; cultivate community connections; provide stewardship and 
instill pride; strengthen social and cultural assets; and, elevate the voices of underrepresented 
groups to improve resilience outcomes.  
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The Places for People – Downtown Strategy will provide a framework to guide improvements to 
the public realm in Downtown Vancouver over the next 30 years. It will also present principles 
and recommendations for the delivery and improvement of public spaces in the Downtown. 
Planning, Engineering and Parks collaborated extensively to develop a strategy that reflects the 
values of the community and establishes goals to create a more equitable and liveable 
Downtown.  

The strategy will be put forward to Council in January 2020, following the upcoming public 
engagement events listed below: 

 September 26th at Bill Curtis Plaza; 
 September 28th on English Bay Park; 
 October 3rd at Bute and Robson Plaza; and 
 October 5 h at šxʷƛ̓ənəq Xwtl’e7énḵ Square. 

 
The material for the public engagement will be available through this link [Places for People 
website] on September 25th. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
 

 
 
Gil Kelley, FAICP 
General Manager, Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability 
604.873.7456 | gil.kelley@vancouver.ca 
 
 




