CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy

File No.: 04-1000-20-2020-430

September 15, 2020

s.22(1)

Dear 522(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request of August 10, 2020 for:

Records related to Choom Holdings Inc.’s development permit application for a
Cannabis Retail Store at 1391 Richards Street (DP-2019-01012), specifically: 1) All
submissions made by the applicant; 2) All “relaxations” including parking (and
any other) by-law relaxations; 3) Any undue hardship claims; and, 4) All letters of
support and objections. Date range: December 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out), under s.14 and s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download these sections
here: http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00.

Under section 52 of the Act you may ask the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any
matter related to the City’s response to your request. The Act allows you 30 business days from
the date you receive this notice to request a review by writing to: Office of the Information &
Privacy Commissioner, info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
assigned to your request (#04-1000-20-2020-430); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your
original request for information sent to the City of Vancouver; and 4) detailed reasons or
grounds on which you are seeking the review.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Freedom of Information Office at foi@vancouver.ca if you
have any questions.

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.873.7276 fax: 604.873.7419



Yours truly,
Cobi Falconer, FOI Case Manager, for
[Signature on file]

Barbara J. Van Fraassen, BA
Director, Access to Information & Privacy

Barbara.vanfraassen@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1Vv4

*If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Or you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604.871.6584.

Encl.

kt
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@C/ITY OF

VANCOUVER DP Distribution Memo ... December 12, 2019

Project Address: 1391 Richards St Permit No: DP-2019-01012 )
| Related to:
Target Dates: ER December 16, 2019 Intake Date: D€CEMber 12, 2019
PCM March 19, 2020 Zone: DD

Comments bue: March 5, 2020

Group Name Remarks # of plans

Project Coordinator Hossam Meawad 2

Project Facilitator

Development Planner

Landscape Planner

Heritage Planner
Building Review Kelly Anderson (for assignment)
Engineering Dan Walker 2 sets for DOP — 3 sets for DPB 2

Environmental Protection

Urban Design

Housing Policy and Project

Social Policy
Park Board
Addressing

Childcare Licensing Officer
‘| DTES

Project Description:

Interior alterations and to change the use of approximately 950 square feet on the main level
from Restaurant Class 1 to a Retail Cannabis Store.

All related documents and drawings are available in POSSE under the permit number.

Please review and send your comments and conditions to me on/or before the comments due date as noted
above.

Thanks.

Hossam Meawad, Project Coordinator, 604.654.0754
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- This Development Permit is valid for a period of 12 months from the date of issuance - unless otherwise validated by a Building Permit.

- All approved off-street vehicle parking, loading and unloading spaces, and bicycle parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with the
relevant requirements of the Parking By-law prior to the issuance of any required Occupancy Permit, or any use or occupancy of the
proposed development not requiring an Occupancy Permit and thereafter permanently maintained in good condition.

- The issuance of this permit does not warrant compliance with the relevant provisions of the Provincial Health & Community Care and
Assisted Living Acts. The owner is responsible for obtaining any approvals required under the Health Acts. For more information on required
approvals and how to obtain these, please contact Vancouver Coastal Health at 604-675-3800 or visit their offices located on the 12th floor of
601 W Broadway. Should compliance with the Health Acts necessitate changes to this permit and/or approved plans the owner isresponsible
for obtaining approval for the changes prior to commencement of any work under this permit. Additional fees may be required to change the
plans.

Additional Notes

Book inspections by calling 3-1-1 within Vancouver or 604-873-7000 from outside Vancouver.

Permit Fees
Description Amount Tax Amounts Fee Total Fee Adjs Pmts and Adjs Balance
04(b) - Alt or Change Use Non 1/2 FD -
Conditional $1,067.00 $1,067.00 $0.00 $1,067.00 $0.00
Total: $0.00
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Strata Corporatlon EPS 4774 The Charleson
499 Pacific Street
Vancouver B.C.

ON4

February 10, 2020

Gil Kelley

General Manager of Planning, Urban Design, and Sustainability :
City Hall

453 West 12t Avenue

Vancouver, British Columbia V5Y 1V4

Attention: Mr. Gil Kelley
Director of Planning

Re: Notice of Development Appllcatlon —-1391 Richards Street
DP-2019-01012

Dear Mr. Keliey:

We are writing on behalf of the Strata Council at The Charleson at 499 Pacific Street,
Vancouver. We just received.a notice for an application to change the use on the main level of
501 Pacific Street to a Retail Cannabis Store. We wanted to express our extreme opposition.
We strongly believe the livability of neighboring residents will be affected along with the
ambience of the entire street between Pacific and Drake.

We make the following comments:

1. There are several concerns relating to the proximity to various current establlshments
including the following:

a. Charleson Children Centre (Directly Across the Street!) There are many
children and parents walking in the area

b. Ismaili Community Centre (Corner of Drake & Richards) within 300 meters
away acts as a meeting point for families of the Ismaili Faith.

c. Covenant House - Helps vulnerable kids aged 16 to 24 who are living, or at risk
of living, on Vancouver Streets. Adding a cannabis store within a short walk
of their home is just wrong!

- d. George Wainborn Park is a wonderful family park with playgounds for children
within 300 meters or a short block away from the proposed Cannabis store.
Many people bring their children down Richards, have coffee at Matchstick, -
purchase groceries at Farm to Table and then head down to George Wainborn
Park. Now we have the possibility of a Cannabis Store which will mean
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children will be smelling marijuana, people will be loitering outside the store
and in the park and it will bring crime to the area.

e. Kindred Place (essentially next door!) provides 87 units of supportive housing
for low income singles — 30 units SPECIFICALLY designated for people
recovering from addictions. BC Housing together with Vancouver Coastal
Health work hard to provide a recovery program for individuals living here with
drug addiction and the same government is considering approving a Cannabis
store a few doors down from where these individuals live . This contradicts all
the effort and money currently being spent.

f. Mark Children Center at 100-1362 Seymour Street is directly behind the
proposed Cannabis Store

g. Sea Star Children Center at 1451 Homer Street is 270 meters from the
proposed site .

h. Elsie Roy Elementary School at 150 Drake Street and David Lam Park are
used collectively for the children and families in the area. Elsie Roy Elementary
School, Dorothy Lam’s Children Center and David Lam Park flow contiguously
together to form a children and family dominated area in this part of the city.
This particular elementary school does not have its own outdoor play area so it
has an arrangement with the Park Board to enable it to use David Lam Park as
a continuation of the school’s outdoor area. The playground area used by the
school is less than 300 meters away from the proposed Cannabis store.

We trust the city does not want to change the atmosphere of the amenities it
has worked to provide to our families living close by.” A Cannabis store in this
location will do this.

2. The store will be in a prominent location right on the Corner of Richards and
Pacific. s this what the gateway to the City of Vancouver should have
prominently displayed at an important intersection and gateway to our parks
and seawalls.

3. The City has also been working hard and is creating a new and beautiful
infrastructure and a protected bike lane down Richards Street, right in front of
the proposed Cannabis storefront. This bike lane is quoted by the city to be an
“urban forest”, as 100 new trees will line the Street. Also, The City website
guotes, “safer and more comfortable cycling route”. The proposed Cannabis
store will be at a pivotal point in the bike route as it is at an important transition
point where the protected bike lane ends. It seems from the city’s diagram ,
websites, and surveys to residents, their vision for Richards and Pacific
Streets is of healthy living and for cyclists and pedestrians to enjoy and feel
safe in the area.

4. Over the last several years the City of Vancouver has done a tremendous job
of creating a wonderful street on the East Side of Richards with 2 brand new
developments (The Charleson & Peter Wall Apartments) and a great
streetscape with several new retailers including Matchstick Coffee and Farm-
to-Table Grocery. Having wider sidewalks and landscaping the street has
become a vibrant walking street for families, young children etc. It was just a
matter of time before the West Side of the street had a similar vibrancy. Now
with the addition of a Cannabis Store right on a prominent corner at Pacific and
Richards this will NOT occur.
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5. The residents at the corner of Helmcken and Richards pleaded with the city
over several years to close the Weed store occupying the retail space below.
They wanted to protect the children and the vulnerable individuals living in the
area. They experienced loitering on the street and nearby park, loud noise,
hostile individuals and constant smell of marijuana. The store caused
significant disruption in the livability of the area. The city finally shut the store
down. See their petition below.

hitps://www.change.org/p/petition-closure-of-illegal-marijuana-store-in-yaletown-
residential-building :

We are very concerned we will have a similar experience.

The propased store is only two blocks away fram the former Weed store, also in a high density
residential area with very limited commercial space. The concentration of children centers,
parks and school close by is much higher than Helmcken and Richards as you can see by the
Radius Map attached.

This store is in the wrong location and will have a significant detrimental effect to what is now a
wonderful street and neighbarhood. We respectfully request that this conditional use NOT be
provided a development permit.

“We thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Strata Corporation EPS 4774 The Charleson
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City of Vancouver February 13, 2020

. Elsie Roy Elementary School at 150 Drake Street
i. Dorothy Lam'’s Children Center at 188 Drake Street
j.  David Lam Park is one block away

The |ast three establishments above are used collectively for the children and families in
the area. Elsie Roy Elementary School, Dorothy Lam's Children Center and David Lam
park flow contiguously together to form a children and family dominated area in this part
of the city. This particular elementary school does not have its own outdoor play area
so has an arrangement with the Park Board to enable it to use David Lam Park as a
continuation of the school’s outdoor area. The playground area used by the school is
less than 300 meters away from the proposed Cannabis store.

\We trust the city does not want to change the atmosphere of the amenities it has fought
to provide to the families living close by. A Cannabis store in this location will do this.

2. The store will be in a prominent location right on the Corner of Richards and
Pacific. Is this what the gateway to the City of Vancouver should have prominently
displayed at an important intersection and gateway to our parks and seawalls.

3. The City has also been working hard and is creating a new and beautiful
infrastructure and a protected bike lane down Richards Street, right in front of the
proposed Cannabis storefront. This bike lane is quoted by the city to be an “urban
forest”, as 100 new trees will line the Street. Also, the City website quotes, “safer
and more comfortable cycling route. The proposed Cannabis store will be at a
pivotal point in the bike route as it is at an important transition point where the
protected bike lane ends. It seems from the city’s diagram, websites, and surveys
to residents, their vision for Richards and Pacific Streets is of healthy living and
for cyclists and pedestrians to enjoy and feel safe in the area.

4_ Qver the last several years the City of Vancouver has done a tremendous job of
creating a wonderful street on the East Side of Richards with 2 brand new
developments (The Charleson & Peter Wall Apartments) and a great streetscape
with several new retailers including Matchstick Coffee and Farm-to-Table Grocery.
Having wider sidewalks and landscaping the street has become a vibrant walking
street for families, young children etc. It was just a matter of time before the West
Side of the street had a similar vibrancy. Now with the addition of a Cannabis Store
right on a prominent corner at Pacific and Richards this will NOT occur.

5. The residents at the comer of Helmcken and Richards pleaded with the city aver
several years to close the Weed store occupying the retail space below. They
wanted to protect the children and the vulnerable individuals living in the area.
They experienced loitering on the street and nearby park, loud noise, hostile
individuals and constant smell of marijuana. The store made their livability in the
area a constant "hell’. The city finally shut the store down. See their petition below.

https://www.change.org/p/petition-closure-of-illegal-marijuana-store-in-yaletown-
residential-building

6. Itis my understanding the residents of “501" received incentives by the way of
increased security etc at the cost of the Cannibis Store along with other
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Mayor and Council Feedback

Case number: 101013754739

Incident Location

Address:

Address2:
Location name:

Original Address: 909 1351 continental street. The

Request Details

1.

Describe details (who, what, where, when, why):
Please do not put a pot shop at 1391 Richards. There are two daycares less than one block away. Granville street ( need |
need to comment on this street)is two blocks away.
You will only make the degradation of this worse. We have enough pot shops in the area.
Please do not approve of this application.

| haveS.22(1)

Were any other cases or service requests created as a result of this feedback?

(Don't ask, just record - did caller indicate they want a call back?):

growth.
Yours:
s.22(1)
2. Department:
Mayor and Council
3. Neighbourhood:
Downtown
4.
No
6.
Yes
7. Council Item:
Not Applicable
8. Select category:
Licences and Permits
10. Specific area of concern:
1391 Richards Street
11. Author Type:
Individual
12. Correspondence Type:
Original Feedback
13. Original Client:
s.22(1)
14. Original Email address:
s.22(1)
15. Original address:
s.22(1)
Additional Details

Case created:  2020-02-06, 10:58:00 AM Channel: WEB

311 UNADDRESSED LOCATION, VANCOUVER, VAN 311

| pray that you will not negatively impact their social

Pagel of 2
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- no picture -

Email:
Preferred contact method:

Page2 of 2
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Choom BC Retail Holdings
Retail Cannabis Store Development Permit Application — 1391 Richards Street

As the landlord of The 510 at Pacific and Richards, we are writing today in support of Choom’s
proposed retail location at 1391 Richards Street. As a business owner in Great Vancouver, we
have a vested interest in ensuring that cannabis is dispensed responsibly through licensed retail
outlets.

Evidence from states and countries that have legalized or decriminalized cannabis (including
Canada) clearly shows that legal cannabis retail does not negatively impact the community; in
fact, it can improve community wellbeing by increasing public awareness, reducing illegal
activity, and providing a quality-assured supply of cannabis products.

Black market dealers and dispensaries are a persistent issue in our community. Aside from not
paying taxes and selling untested product, these illicit operations make it incredibly easy for
minors to access cannabis. As a legal cannabis retail location Choom is required to implement
stringent security measures that ensure no cannabis is sold to minors and no minors are
swayed to use cannabis, including mandatory ID checks, black-out windows, and restrictions on
storefront signage — measures that keep youth safe while offering quality-assured products to
those of legal age.

In closing, we would like to thank you for taking the time to consider our comments. We support
Choom’s retail cannabis application through all the required steps including the Development
Permit, Board of Variance and BCLCR public notification.

Sincerely,

Signature

Lester Liao

Manager, Commercial Properties
Amacon

Suite 500 — 856 Homer Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 2W5

Dated: February 18, 2020
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promoting learning, health, integrity, and rehabilitation;

e The proposed use would attract crime, lack of safety and security, noise, unwanted smell, and
potential health risks;

e The proposed use should not be allowed because no centerline is painted on Richards Street;
and

e Support the proposed retail as it would increase public awareness, reduce illegal activity, and
provide quality assured supply of cannabis products.

TECHNICAL REVIEW:

BYLAWS, GUIDELINES, and POLICIES:
= Zoning and Development By-law — DD District Schedule
= Section 10 and 11 General/Additional Regulations
=  Parking By-law section 3,4, 5 and 6

RELAXATIONS REQUESTED: none.

PARKING: N/A

LOADING: N/A

BICYCLE: N/A

Please let me know if you have any questions and thank you for considering this recommendation.

Yours truly,

Hossam Meawad
hossam.meawad@vancouver.ca
(604) 654-0754
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