CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 04-1000-20-2020-621

December 3, 2020

s.22(1)

.22(1
DearS @)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request of November 23, 2020 for:

Record of internal and external correspondence arising from DP-2020-00629 for
999 Denman Street. Date range: August 1, 2020 to November 23, 2020.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out), under s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download this section here:
http://lwww.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00.

Under section 52 of the Act you may ask the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any
matter related to the City’s response to your request. The Act allows you 30 business days from
the date you receive this notice to request a review by writing to: Office of the Information &
Privacy Commissioner, info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
assigned to your request (#04-1000-20-2020-621); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your
original request for information sent to the City of Vancouver; and 4) detailed reasons or
grounds on which you are seeking the review.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Freedom of Information Office at foi@vancouver.ca if you
have any questions.

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.873.7276 fax: 604.873.7419



Yours truly,

[Signature on file]

Barbara J. Van Fraassen, BA
Director, Access to Information & Privacy

Barbara.vanfraassen@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1v4

*If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Or you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604.871.6584.

Encl.
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August 27, 2020

VIA REGULAR MAIL AND EMAIL
HOSSAM.MEAWAD@VANCOUVER.CA.

City of Vancouver

Development, Buildings, & Licensing
515 W 10" Ave.

Vancouver, BC V5Z 4A8

Attention: Hossam Meawad, Project Manager

Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Re:

Strata Plan VR 2526 — Admiral Point
1838 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC
Cannabis Store

A notice has been placed in the window of the existing store at 999 Denman Street inviting
comments (before September 1%") concerning the proposal to establish a retail cannabis store on
this site (DP-2020-00629). The comments that follow are submitted by the Admiral Point Strata
Council on behalf of the residents of Admiral Point building at 1838 Nelson Street, Vancouver.

1.

Admiral Point Strata Residence is a residential Strata building at 1838 Nelson Street, which
faces, and is very close to, the proposed store at 999 Denman Street, on the corner of
Denman & Nelson streets. Apart from a narrow ribbon of small, consumer-orientated shops
& restaurants along Denman Street, city blocks at this intersection consist entirely of
apartment buildings and residential strata buildings.

The Owners and residents of Admiral Point strongly oppose and object to the siting of a
cannabis retail store on the proposed site.

The proposed site is on the corner of Denman & Nelson streets. As previously stated, this
mostly a residential area, which is completely unsuitable for the siting of a retail cannabis
store.

The proposed site is very close to a number of community facilities including a school,
library, and large community center. In correspondence with an Admiral Point resident, the
City and the applicant have both acknowledged that siting a cannabis store in the proposed
location contravenes existing city bylaws (the proposed location lies within the required 300
metre buffer from school and community centre). The city's bylaws were carefully drafted
to protect communities and should be enforced. The proposed cannabis store should be
prohibited from being sited in this location.

The intersection of Denman and Nelson is already very busy with car traffic, illegally parked
vehicles, pedestrian traffic and vagrancy. It contains several public sitting areas that are
heavily used by smokers. These include street furniture on the northwest corner
immediately outside the proposed cannabis store, and a metal bench, recently installed by

CORR-V-2020-08-27-Cannabis Store 200 Granville Street | Suite 700 | Vancouver, BC V6C 1S4

Tel 604.683.8900 | Fax 604.689.4829 | Toll Free 1.855.683.8900
www.fsresidential.com
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local authorities, that is immediately beside a wooden fence surrounding our strata building.
These benches are not meant for smoking. None of them, however, feature NO SMOKING
signs. Cigarette butts are tossed to the ground to the detriment of all. It is highly likely that
cannabis store customers will be attracted to these benches, which will result not only in
more pollution, including discarded food and liquor containers, but more noxious fumes and
smoke that will permeate residences. We believe that retail cannabis stores should locate
their premises in more commercial areas where such contamination is more vigorously dealt
with by local authorities.

Yours truly,

Graeme Tippett

President Strata Council

The Owners Strata Plan VR 2526
Admiral Point

CORR-V-2020-08-27-Cannabis Store
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Notice of Development Application DP-2020-00629

Hello Hossam,

Thank you, for allowing public consultation regarding the retail Cannabis store proposed for 999
Denman Street (DP-2020-00629). As a resident and owner at 5:22(1) | can
speak to the deterioration of the neighborhood, particularly the corner of Nelson and Denman NW and
SW corner, SE.

To open a cannabis store at this corner, where there is already such a high concentration of fast food,
convenience, liquor, and cigarettes stores really is a risk to the overall street health. At this time already
within one block there is a Seven Eleven, A & W, Burger King, Tim Horton’s, Denman Beer Wine and
Spirits (liquor store), Denman Cigar/Cigarette House; these establishments draw a certain crowd that
tends to loiter for long periods of time. This is exacerbated by the public area/benches on the corner.

Since Aug 30, 2019 over 42 calls have been made to VPD non emergency line for complaints of excessive
drinking/partying, people causing a disturbance, general mischief, overdose etc to the NW corner of
Nelson and Denman. The constant drinking, smoking and partying that takes place on the benches on
this corner can only be expected to increase if the Cannabis store opens.

Please give this block/corner a fighting chance to be safe. There are residents’ young, old and everyone
in between that pass by this corner and live above the store. If the cannabis store opens and customers
are allowed to queue down Nelson Street, it will not feel residential, but only commercial and it will
draw more smoking pollution than we already have.

I’d like to add that over the years I've reached out to the community for help with this vagrancy, |
pursued discussion with the west end biz association, as well as to the city in addition to VPD non
emergency to get help with the trouble on the corner (my calls date back to 2018 about the issues, the
42 calls | refer to above are only from Aug 30, 2019, to Aug 30, 2020).

Lastly, below are some photos for your review taken in the last few months, they highlight the issues
and also show that the police are called out to deal with the loitering issues. The residents that live and
rent here are struggling to maintain a sense of safety and your consideration to prohibit this store from
opening could really help.

5.22(1)
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Thank you,
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DP Distribution Memo

Date: August 8, 2020

Project Address: 999 Denman St

Target Dates: ER

PCM

permit No: DP-2020-00629

Related to:

November 5, 2020

Zone: C-6

' Intake Date: AUQUSt 6, 2020

‘Comme'nts pue: October 8, 2020

Group

Name

Remarks

# of plans

" Project Coordinator

Hossam Meawad

5

=

Project Facilitator

Development Planner

Landscape Planner

Heritage Planner

Building Review

Kelly Anderson (for assignment)

Engineering

2 sets for DOP — 3 sets for DPB

Environmental Protection

Urban Design

Housing Policy and Project

Social Policy

Park Board

Addressing

Childcare Licensing Officer

DTES

Project Description:

To perform interior alterations and to change the use of approximately 1510 square feet from
Retail to a Retail Cannabis Store

All related documents and drawings are available in POSSE under the permit number.

Please review and send your comments and conditions to me on/or before the comments due date as noted

above.

Thaﬁks.

Hossam Meawad, Project Coordinator, 604.654.075# of vancouver - 2020-621 - Page 129 of 136
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local authorities, that is immediately beside a wooden fence surrounding our strata building.

These benches are not meant for smoking. None of them, however, feature NO SMOKING

signs. Cigarette butts are tossed to the ground to the detriment of all. It is highly likely that
cannabis store customers will be attracted to these benches, which will result not only in-
more pollution, including discarded food and liquor containers, but more noxious fumes and

smoke that will permeate residences. We believe that retail cannabis stores should locate

their premises in more commercial areas where such contamination is more vigorously dealt
with by local authorities.

Yours truly,

Graeme Tippett

President Strata Council

The Owners Strata Plan VR 2526
Admiral Point

CORR-V-2020-08-27-Cannabis Store
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