CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 04-1000-20-2021-383

November 17, 2021

s.22(1)

Dear S-22(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request of July 21, 2021 for:

Arborist report for the Champlain Heights Trail Tree Assessment - Hazardous
Trees on Strata Property. Trees with civic address 3403 Lynmoor Place. Date
Range: March 2021.

All responsive records are attached.

Under section 52 of the Act, and within 30 business days of receipt of this letter, you may ask
the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any matter related to the City’s response to
your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner,
info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(#04-1000-20-2021-383); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4)
detailed reasons why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,

[Signature on file]

Barbara J. Van Fraassen, BA
Director, Access to Information & Privacy

Barbara.vanfraassen@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.829.2002 fax: 604.873.7419



*If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Or you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604.871.6584.

Encl.

'kt
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#200, 8208 SWENSON WAY
DELTA, BC V4G 1J6
PHONE: 604 —499 — 6568
March 10, 2021

RE: Arborist Report for City of Vancouver Street Activities Department - For property located at Champlain Heights Trails VVancouver, BC

C/o: Ben Mulhall
Phone: 604 — 404 - 6586
Email: ben.mulhall@vancouver.ca

Due to concerns regarding the condition of trees within the Champlain Heights Trails network an assessment was requested. A start-up site
meeting was conducted on December 22, 2020, and Parks Board Staff were present; the scope of the assessment was discussed, and their
input and direction was provided. These trails were inspected on January 7, 8 and 13, 2021. One hundred and sixty-two trees were assessed;
they have been numbered 1 - 162 for the purpose of this report. Forty-one photographs, and a copy of the Champlain Heights Trail map have
been included as part of this report. An aerial images have been copied and included from Vanmap to identify the areas that were assessed,
and the approximate locations of the trees. City property lines for the trail system is not defined on-site; therefore, in some instances tree
ownership will need to be verified by the City.

It was requested that the trees not have numbered tags attached to them; therefore, the trees within this assessment have been identified in the
field with pink construction/marking paint, and in most instances the marks have been placed on the side of the tree that is not visible from
the path. Approximate tree locations have been identified in the attached not-to-scale map; however, their locations and points of
commencement have been identified in the tree table. Since the distances between the sidewalks at the trail heads is vast, the lamp standards
were used as points of commencement instead, as recommended by Parks Board staff; this provides greater accuracy and ability to locate the
trees in the field.

The Champlain Heights Trails system is heavily treed, and the canopy cover is rather dense. Most of the trees consist of Alder and Big Leaf
Maple, which take on the typical characteristic of those in a naturalized setting (tall, spindly, very narrow canopy spread, lacking adequate
trunk taper and basal flare, and phototropic lean). Alders and Big Leaf Maples are known as the ‘pioneer’ species of tree; they are typically
the first species of trees to re-establish in disturbed areas; they grow and decline quickly, and they produce lots of leaves which decay rapidly
to provide a rich new soil layer. New trees will re-generate from remnant stumps in the form of suckering growth.

The failure rating (full or partial) of the Alders and Big Leaf Maples identified in this assessment is considered high, because it was found
that both of these species within this trail network are exhibiting significant dieback and have large deadwood throughout their canopies.
Both species do not compartmentalize well; significant decay in old wounds is not uncommon, which causes these areas to be considerably
weaker, putting them at risk of failure. Canker and fungal fruiting bodies were also observed, which compromises the structural integrity, also
putting them at risk of failure. In a naturalized or forested setting, it is impractical to prescribe pruning mitigation for these types of trees
since it is a short-term solution for trees that are already in a state of decline; therefore, it is recommended that these trees be removed to
eliminate any risk or damage to private property, and any risk to the public using the trail network. The fixed targets throughout and adjacent
to the trails consist of fencing on private property, residential buildings, walkways, and City sidewalks; all of which may be frequently
occupied. Moving targets include pedestrians, dogs on leash, cyclists, and vehicles (parked or in transit). The breakdown of the risk rating
for the Alders and Big Leaf Maples identified within this assessment is as follows: Likelihood of Failure = Probable. Likelihood of
Impacting Target = High. Likelihood of Failure & Impact = Likely. Consequences of Failure = Significant. Overall Risk Rating = High.

Several Western Red Cedar trees (Thuja plicata sp.) throughout the trail network were found to be in various stages of decline. The dieback
commences at the top of the canopy, and the lower portions are sparse; this is a typical symptom of drought stress, and again, in a forested
environment mitigation is not feasible. As discussed, and determined on December 22, 2021, these trees would be excluded from the
assessment unless any were determined to be high risk. All of these trees will need to be re-assessed in 3 — 5 years for degrading structural
integrity.

Approach, timeline and phasing for tree removals and other risk mitigation work: The information contained in the table portion
of this report provides some specific details about the individual trees, including the recommendation for each tree and the level of priority
for action. Priority 1, REMOVE are trees that must be dealt within three to six months. Priority 2, MONITOR are trees that will need to be
reassessed in 1 to 2 years and Priority 3, MONITOR are trees that should be reassessed in 2-3 years; however, Priority 2 or 3 should be
reassessed sooner if significant changes are observed, or after a major wind event or storm. Tree removals/work should be performed in a
phased approach to reduce the length of time that any one area is closed.

Proposed work plan for risk mitigation: The Champlain Heights trail network is busy, frequently used and occupied; for this
reason, it is recommended that the adjacent residents be ‘letter dropped’ one to two months in advance advising of the work and the
temporary trail closures. It will be difficult and not practical to attempt closing the entire trail network to complete the required work;
therefore, the trail system has been broken down into ‘Phases’. One week prior to the commencement of the actual work, the trail
network should have signage posted at all trail heads and throughout the trail network advising of the work, outlining the work phase
areas, and advising of complete closure of portions of trail, so that the trail users capiglanalteoiwis raueso N ben waide aosnsaences
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large closure signage to be used on the trail, cones and/or delineators and/or barricades and flagging tape to also be used to identify
that the portion of the trail is closed. Crews will need to be prepared to redirect pedestrian traffic. NOTE: Prior to any tree removals
during March 15 — August 15, a bird nesting survey must be conducted to avoid contravention of the Wildlife Act; this must be
performed by a Registered Professional Biologist.

Larger wood to be left on the forest floor, away from any fencing, away from the edge of the formal trails, and it should also not
impede unofficial trails. Brush is to be chipped back into the tree line, and chipped brush to be spread to a maximum of 6 inches and
try to be clear of the trunks of remaining trees.

Equipment and expertise required to perform the proposed work: All work to be completed by a Certified Arborist, or by an
Arborist-in-training under the direct supervision of a Certified Arborist. In most instances the trail network appears to be able to
accommodate a bucket truck, and/or a chip truck and brush chipper. Chainsaws, pole saws, pole pruners, handsaws, climbing and
rigging equipment to be used, and any other equipment deemed necessary. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) must be used at all
times; hard hats, hearing protection, eye protection, gloves, chainsaw pants, safety boots.

All tree work is to be conducted and performed according to the industry standard safety protocols and guidelines (ANSI
Z133-2017) and must also comply to Worksafe BC requirements and guidelines. In summary, the Z133 Safety Standard
addresses the following items, some of which may not be applicable to the proposed work:

General Safety: Traffic Control, Emergency Procedures and Readiness, Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) and Fire Protection.
Electrical Hazards: Working in Proximity to Electrical Hazards, Storm Work and Emergency Conditions, and Line Clearance.

Safe Use of Vehicles and Mobile Equipment: Aerial Devices, Brush Chippers, Sprayers and Related Equipment, Stump Cutters,
Vehicles, Cranes and Knucklebooms, Specialized Units, and Equipment-Mounted Winches

Portable Power Hand Tools: Portable Electric Power Tools, Chain Saws, Powered Pole Tools and Backpack Power Units

Hand Tools and Ladders: Cant Hooks, Cant Dogs, Peaveys, and Tongs. Wedges, Chisels, and Gouges. Chopping Tools and
Ladders

General Work Procedures: Ropes and Arborist Climbing Equipment, Pruning and Trimming, Cabling, Rigging, Tree Removal,
Brush Removal and Chipping, Limbing and Bucking, Pesticide Application, Mixing Pesticides, High-Pressure Air-Excavation
Equipment, Fertilization & Soil Management

Arborists adhering to the ANSI A300 pruning standard will not:
- leave branch stubs

- make unnecessary heading cuts

- cut off the branch collar (not make a flush cut)

- top or lion’s tail trees (stripping a branch from the inside leaving foliage just at the ends)
- remove more than 25% of the foliage of a single branch

- remove more than 25% of the total tree foliage in a single year

- damage other parts of the tree during pruning

- use wound paint

- prune without a good reason

- climb the tree with climbing spikes

Limitations: This report is based on a visual assessment, from the ground only. No core or tissue samples were taken; no root crown excavations were performed. This
report provides no undertakings regarding the future condition or behaviour of the trees reviewed in it. Tree hazards and conditions do change over time, and the
evaluation period for this report is valid for the day on which it was performed only. Recommendations are to serve only as a guideline for the care, retention, and
protection of the tree(s), and are made according to commonly accepted arboricultural practises, and do not guarantee the survival and/or safety of the specimen(s). No
responsibility is assumed for any legal matters as a result of this report. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or attend court by any reason of this
report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of additional fees for such services. Loss or alteration of any part of this report
invalidates the entire report. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose by any other than the person to whom
it is addressed, without verbal or written consent of the consultant. No part of this report shall be conveyed by anyone to the public by any means without prior written
consent of the consultant.

Yours truly, Yours truly,

Laura Leigh — sent electronically
Consulting Arborist
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-7219A

Kerin Matthews — sent electronically
Manager, Urban Forestry & Arboriculture
Davey Resource Group — Western Canada

ISA TRAQ Certified Tree Risk Assessor
Laura.Leigh@Davey.com

ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5648
ISA Tree Risk Assessor Qualified
Kerin.Matthews@Davey.com
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