CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 04-1000-20-2021-479

October 22, 2021

s.22(1)

Dear 522(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request dated September 15, 2021 under the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act, (the Act), for:

Public feedback regarding Development change from Retail to Cannabis at 1314
Commercial Drive from June 1, 2021 to September 14, 2021.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out), under s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download this section here:
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 0O.

Under section 52 of the Act, and within 30 business days of receipt of this letter, you may ask
the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any matter related to the City’s response to
your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner,
info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(#04-1000-20-2021-479); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4)
detailed reasons why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,
Cobi Falconer, FOI Case Manager, for
[Signature on file]

Barbara J. Van Fraassen, BA

Director, Access to Information & Privacy
Barbara.vanfraassen@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.829.2002 fax: 604.873.7419



*If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Or you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604.871.6584.

Encl.

-kt
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Shape Your City Vancouver : Summary Report for18 February 2020 to 06 September 2021

ENGAGEMENT TOOLS SUMMARY

0 1

0

0 0

FORUM TOPICS SURVEYS NEWS FEEDS QUICK POLLS GUEST BOOKS
L J
STORIES Q8A'S PLACES
Tool Type Contributors
Engagement Tool Name Tool Status Visitors
Registered Unverified Anonymous
Survey Tool 1314 Commercial Dr development application 113 10 67 0
comments
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Shape Your City Vancouver : Summary Report for18 February 2020 to 06 September 2021

INFORMATION WIDGET SUMMARY

3 0 0 0 0

DOCUMENTS PHOTOS VIDEOS FAQS KEY DATES
Widget Type
Engagement Tool Name Visitors Views/Downloads
Document Operational letter 4 4
Document Notification postcard 3 3
Document Site plan 1 1
Key Dates Key Date 1 1
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s.22(1)

From:

Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 12:38 PM

To: Jaaffer, Iman

Subject: [EXT] Comments on DP-2-21-00530 Proposed Cannabis Retail

Use at 1314 Commercial Drive

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Hello:
We received a notice of this proposed cannabis retail store at 1314 Commercial Drive.
We are opposed to this proposed change of use.

The proposed facility would be far too close to a major public park that has numerous existing
issues with substance use and abuse, all of which lead to significant impacts on other park users
and nearby residents. We have had several break-ins and attempted break-ins and this has
increased as the park issues have grown. There is also tremendous noise from the park and
street traffic which would not be helped by this proposed use.

The proposed facility would also be too close to Brittania High School, the library, the child care
facility and the recreational complex, all facilities that provide very important activities for
young people. itisinappropriate for a cannabis facility to be located in such proximity to these
facilities and the young people they attract.

Thank you.

s.22(1)
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From: s.22(1)

Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 5:13 PM
To: Jaaffer, Iman
Subject: [EXT] DP-2021-00530 Opposition

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Iman,

I strongly oppose 1314 Commercial Drive becoming a cannabis retailer.

The proximity to Grandview Park will only exacerbate the many problems there. Also, by my
reckoning, this is less than 300 metres from Britannia Elementary school, Britannia Community
Centre, Britannia Teen Club, Reach Community Health, Eastside Family Place and Kiaro
Cannabis Store.

From the City of Vancouver website:
The location must be in a commercial zone, and be at least 300m from:

« Schools

« Community centres

« Neighbourhood houses

« Youth facilities that serve vulnerable youth PDF file (125 KB)
«  Other cannabis businesses

There is an excess of these shops on Commercial Drive already. It would be extremely

irresponsible of the Director of Planning and the City to allow this permit to be granted. I am
appalled that it is even suggested.

Kind Regards,

s.22(1)
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From: s.22(1)

Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 6:18 PM
To: Jaaffer, Iman
Subject: [EXT] Development Application 1314 Commercial Drive

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless you were expecting
the email and know the content is safe.

Hi!

| am a resident of Commercial Drive area and | have been for years.

| am against another Cannabis store on the Drive. Soon all we will have will be Coffee shops, Cannabis
store and Tatoo parlor.

Please keep the Drive diversified!

Thanks,
s.22(1)

Sent from my iPad
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From: s.22(1)

Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 12:33 PM
To: Jaaffer, Iman
Subject: [EXT] Development application 1314 Commercial Drive

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I just received a notice of development application DP-2021-00530 for 1314 Commercial Drive
to switch from a retail store to become a cannabis dispensary.

I am against this development.

There are already at least 5 dispensaries within 5 to 10 minutes walk of this location, and two
existing dispensaries are only a couple of blocks away. I feel the community would be better
served and developed by allowing space for other retail options.

Thank you for considering my comments.

s.22(1)

s.22(1)
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From: s.22(1)

Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 12:16 PM

To: Jaaffer, Iman

Subject: [EXT] Development application at 1314 Commercial Drive (DP2021-
00530)

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Iman

| am in receipt of a notice from your office in connection with the above development application.

| am concerned about the proposal as it appears to be in contravention with the policy regarding
cannabis stores in the City of Vancouver that require a separation of 300m from Parks/schools as well as

other cannabis stores.

1314 Commercial Drive is almost directly opposite Grandview Park as well as Britannia Secondary School
and the Britannia Community Center

| note that Commercial Drive is well served with cannabis stores already including stores at:

- Kiaro Cannabis (1666 Graveley Street)

- KushKlub (1735 Commercial Drive)
Which are both within 2 and 4 blocks away from the subject site respectively. Also with the recent
changes to Provincial regulations allowing for delivery, Commercial Drive is now well served with

cannabis retailers.

I’'m not sure that we need another one ... particularly one that is across the street from a Park.

5.22(1)
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s.22(1)

From:

Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2021 1:29 PM

To: Jaaffer, Iman

Subject: [EXT] Re: [EXT] Cw completed a comment form for 1314

Commercial Dr (DP-2021-00530) cannabis retail development
application

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Thanks Iman. If it is in violation, can we assume the burden is on the applicant to demonstrate
why the rules should be varied for them?

There are already 2 or 3 cannabis stores within 500m of this location.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 22, 2021, at 12:00, Jaaffer, Iman <Iman.Jaaffer@vancouver.ca> wrote:

Dear 522(1)

Thank you for your email & taking an interest in this application. The proposed
application is in violation of 11.6.2 - Cannabis Store of the General Regulations of
the Zoning and Development By-law for that reason, however we must still
process this application. Processing an application is a staff requirement of the
City of Vancouver.

We will try to take measures to address relevant concerns by requiring revisions,
however please note that our authority for any particular item, or aspect of the
proposal depends whether it is (1) allowed as outright approval, (2) conditionally
regulated, or (3) not permitted, within the applicable zone and by-laws. If the
application is refused the applicant is entitled to appeal to the Board of Variance
for a relaxation regarding this matter.

Additional information on the zoning and development by-law and district
schedule for section 11 can be found at the following link:
https://vancouver.ca/your-government/zoning-development-bylaw.aspx

| will coordinate your comments and be sure to add your concerns to our
summary review for consideration.

Kind Regards
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Iman Jaaffer | Project Coordinator |
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BRANCH
Development, Buildings, & Licensing
City of Vancouver | 515 W 10t Ave
Vancouver | BCV5Y 1v4

Email |iman.jaaffer@vancouver.ca

<image001.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any accompanying documents contain confidential information intended
for a specific individual and purpose. This message is private and protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution, or the taking of any action based on the contents of
this information, is strictly prohibited.

From: Shape Your City Vancouver <shapeyourcity@vancouver.ca>

Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 2:58 PM

To: Jaaffer, Iman <Iman.Jaaffer@vancouver.ca>

Subject: [EXT] Sﬂ(l)completed a comment form for 1314 Commercial Dr (DP-2021-00530)
cannabis retail development application

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open
attachments unless you were expecting the email and know the content is
safe.

S'22(1)(:ompleted a comment form for 1314 Commercial Dr (DP-2021-00530)

cannabis retail development application . If you would like to respond, please
reply to the individual directly via email.

Your comments:

Retail along commercial drive should be used for small businesses that bring

something unique. The Drive already has multiple cannabis outlets. Another is not
needed. Sell this stuff by mail order.

Street address

s.22(1)

Postal code

Vancouver, BC, 5:22(1)
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Your overall position about the application:

Opposed
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shopping locally and hanging out at local parks as we can find pretty much
everything at a walking distance. Families are also growing in the hood with a lot
of small children, in fact we have so many new neighbours with little kids.

Restaurants are also now booming with all the street patios and more and more
people are coming from outside the neighbourhood to eat and shop.

Having another cannabis doesn’t provide any value to the families and
community of Commercial Drive. Like liquor stores, cannabis stores are already
available to the community and I don’t feel like adding another one would be
benefiting anyone. To my knowledge, there are already 4 cannabis stores from
Venables and Broadway which is probably more than enough to respond to the
demand of the neighbourhood.

I strongly disagree with the application and would encourage you to not approve
the application. As a business owner myself, I want to make sure my services

benefit my community.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

<Email Logo.jpg>
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s.22(1)

From:

Sent: Sunday, July 4, 2021 11:54 AM

To: Jaaffer, Iman

Subject: [EXT] notice of development application DP-2021-00530

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Hello Iman,

I’m writing you regarding the development application for a cannabis store at 1314 Commercial
Drive. I have lived in this neighbourhood with my family for almost $22() " and feel like we
have a pretty good idea of who lives around The Drive. Although very eclectic, it is a great
community of people who love shopping locally and hanging out at local parks as we can find
pretty much everything at a walking distance. Families are also growing in the hood with a lot of
small children, in fact we have so many new neighbours with little kids.

Restaurants are also now booming with all the street patios and more and more people are
coming from outside the neighbourhood to eat and shop.

Having another cannabis doesn’t provide any value to the families and community of
Commercial Drive. Like liquor stores, cannabis stores are already available to the community
and I don’t feel like adding another one would be benefiting anyone. To my knowledge, there are
already 4 cannabis stores from Venables and Broadway which is probably more than enough to
respond to the demand of the neighbourhood.

I strongly disagree with the application and would encourage you to not approve the application.
As a business owner myself, [ want to make sure my services benefit my community.
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From: s.22(1)

Sent: Sunday, July 4, 2021 11:54 AM

To: Jaaffer, Iman

Subject: [EXT] notice of development application DP-2021-00530
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments unless
you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Hello Iman,

I’m writing you regarding the development application for a cannabis store at 1314 Commercial
Drive. I have lived in this neighbourhood with my family for almost 822(1) " and feel like we
have a pretty good idea of who lives around The Drive. Although very eclectic, it is a great
community of people who love shopping locally and hanging out at local parks as we can find
pretty much everything at a walking distance. Families are also growing in the hood with a lot of
small children, in fact we have so many new neighbours with little kids.

Restaurants are also now booming with all the street patios and more and more people are
coming from outside the neighbourhood to eat and shop.

Having another cannabis doesn’t provide any value to the families and community of
Commercial Drive. Like liquor stores, cannabis stores are already available to the community
and I don’t feel like adding another one would be benefiting anyone. To my knowledge, there are
already 4 cannabis stores from Venables and Broadway which is probably more than enough to
respond to the demand of the neighbourhood.
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I strongly disagree with the application and would encourage you to not approve the application.
As a business owner myself, I want to make sure my services benefit my community.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
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