CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 04-1000-20-2022-052
May 3, 2022

s.22(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am writing regarding your request of February 2, 2022 under the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act for:

Records regarding the rezoning application for 2086-2098 West 7th Avenue and
2091 West 8th Avenue, specifically:

1. Electronic submissions from citizens to the Shape Your City inbox and;

2. Correspondence to City Councillors from businesses and the general public.
Date range: October 1 to December 31, 2021.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out), under s.15(1)(l) and s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download these sections
here: http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00

Please note, the actual hours required to search, compile, and process the records were less
than originally estimated. As a result, the fee deposit received on February 3, 2022 satisfies the
required fee; no further money is owed for this request.

Under section 52 of the Act, and within 30 business days of receipt of this letter, you may ask
the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any matter related to the City’s response to
your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner,
info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(#04-1000-20-2022-052); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4)
detailed reasons why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,

[Signed by Cobi Falconer]

Cobi Falconer, MAS, MLIS, CIPP/C
Director, Access to Information & Privacy

cobi.falconer@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.829.2002 fax: 604.873.7419



If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Or you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604-871-6584.

Encl. (Response package)
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Q2.

Qs.

supportive housing. 7. The proposed building is completely out of proportion with other surrounding buildings, and
contradictory with the recommendations in the Broadway Plan to ensure the buildings fit into the neighbourhood. The height
of the building should be aligned with other buildings in the neighbourhood and not exceed the height of 3-4 storeys. The 13-
storey design will tower over surrounding buildings and renderings clearly show significant shadowing to the St Augustine
school classrooms and playground throughout the year. 8. The building stretches across the length and width of the block,
with little or no offsets and no green ground-level spaces for the building occupants. A rare green space will be, in effect,
concreted over with no offsets. Project description is misleading: 9. The board erected at the proposed site is misleading, as
it describes the units as "social housing" when the project is actually "supportive housing". There is a substantial difference
between social housing (which includes subsidized units and lower cost housing) and supportive housing (which is meant to
transition individuals with self-sufficiency issues from homelessness). The use of the current wording on the signage is
tantamount to misinformation and impedes public participation. The wording of the board should be updated to accurately
reflect the nature of the proposed development and the type of occupancy foreseen by BC Housing. It is important all
residents are clearly informed. 10. The project renderings are deceptive giving the appearance of an open space around it,
with beautiful trees to the south. However, to the south there will be the new terminus Arbutus Station and Bus Loop. Every
couple of minutes during rush hour an articulated bus will be pulling into that space with thousands of passengers moving
from subway or bus. The area will be very hard to supervise to maintain peace and order. This is especially concerning given
the proximity to vulnerable people (schools and seniors’ housing). We invite you to consider this rezoning application
critically and carefully. It is of utmost importance that you think hard about the consequences for the entire neighbourhood,

as well as for vulnerable citizens whose feedback has been ignored in the process of consultation so far. Yours sincerely,
s.22(1)

Your overall position about the application Opposed
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application in the future
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Q1.

Your comments

| oppose BC Housing’s rezoning proposal. The proposal completely ignores community input to the Let’'s Talking Housing
BC public feedback sessions in March 2021. There has been no meaningful consultation process. There has been no
attempt to accommodate community concerns. In fact, the building is now even higher at 13 storeys. It's as if you have
complete contempt for the neighbourhood and how it feels. After all, it will be the neighbours dealing with the impact of this
building day in and out. The building clearly shows significant shadowing to the school classrooms, resource center and
playground across the street in the morning hours throughout the year. There should only be modest building height
increases from current standards as recommended by the Broadway Plan to ensure the building fits into the neighborhood.
This building does NOT fit into the neighbourhood. Even if larger buildings are built on Broadway, the neighbouring buildings
on West 7th and West 8th are only 3-4 storeys high and won't be torn down any time soon. There are insufficient health
support services in place for a facility with 140 tenants. Other supportive housing sites with less residents (62 residents in
the case of nearby Sanford Apartments) receive more support than proposed for this site. At 140 tenants, site support
should be more than doubled and should be 24 hours per day. The supports must include complex care supports. BC
Housing guidelines have previously stated that around 50 units is the target for supportive sites, as this aligns with best
practices for successful integration into the community for the benefit of the tenants and the community. This site is too large
at 140 units to be a success for residents and neighbours. No change to create a more diverse group of tenants to include
single parents, seniors or those with accessibility issues. This should be supportive housing for single mothers, single
fathers, and families - not for single males as proposed. There has been no consideration of the overall safety impacts of a
large supportive housing complex, in addition to subway station and bus loop, all within 25 metres of 400 school children,
aged 3 to 12 years. No consideration of the noise and air pollution effects of the skytrain and bus loop, and now this building
will take away the green space that the children at the school and preschool use (they have no green space at their school)
and will cause shadowing to their classes and outdoor space in the morning. DO YOU CARE AT ALL? Project rendering of
the supportive housing proposal is deceptive. It gives the appearance of an open space to the north and west of the
proposed building and an almost park-like setting with beautiful trees to the south. But to the south will be the new terminus
Arbutus Station and Bus Loop. Rather than a tree-filled space, every couple of minutes during rush hour an articulated bus
will be pulling into that "beautiful park-like setting" with thousands of passengers moving from subway or bus. The corner is
already tight as the road narrows northbound at 7th Avenue. It erroneously describes the units as "social housing" when BC
Housing has described the project as "supportive housing". There is a substantial difference between social housing (which
is subsidized housing) and supportive housing (transition from homelessness). It fails to describe the neighborhood into
which this proposed facility would be built. There is an elementary school and child care centre right across the street to the
west. A women's recovery home backs on the property across the most narrow part of the Arbutus Greenway. There is a
children's park to the north. In addition, a terminus sky train station will be adjacent to the south. Supportive housing can
work in our neighborhood. We know it's possible because we have nearly 20 years of experience working with a long-
standing supportive housing initiative — Sancta Maria House -- for women suffering from alcohol and drug abuse. We
believe in a model of care and support that is less institutional, smaller in size and more community based than being
proposed by BC Housing. Making a successful transition from homelessness to the first steps in recovery requires
significant direct and individualized care, including appropriate indoor and outdoor amenities. BC Housing’s proposal should
ensure a mix and diversity of tenants, including single parents, seniors and those with accessibility issues. Living spaces
should be more diverse than exclusive single resident units as currently proposed. BC Housing’s level of care is totally
insufficient for 140 tenants. Most BC Housing supportive housing complexes are much smaller than what is being proposed
here. There are still many outstanding safety and environmental health issues with the proposed subway station and bus
loop that have not been addressed by the Province, City and TransLink. Despite many proposals from our community to
reduce the risk of these developments which are so close to a school --- almost all have been rejected or delayed
indefinitely. Only a very serious lack of planning would allow a very busy end-of-line subway and bus loop, a large
supportive housing complex, in an already congested traffic area, with nearby liquor and cannabis outlets to be located so
close to over 400 school children. Other cities in the province and elsewhere have policies to maintain minimum distances
from schools and housing facilities like this, for example, Penticton has set a minimum distance of 150 metres. The entrance
of the building is also on West 7th. It should be on West 8th so that the neighbourhood can continue to enjoy that quiet of
West 7th and the toddler park. Students will now have to walk past the entrance of the building to go between the school and

church, which they do frequently.
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