CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT
Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 04-1000-20-2023-547

October 27, 2023

s.22(1)

Dear s.22(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request of September 5, 2023 under the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act for:

Record of ranger reports regarding the Vanier Park Homeless encampment. Date
range: March 1, 2023 to August 31, 2023.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed
(blacked out) under s.13(1), s.15(2)(l), s.22(1), and s.22(3)(d) of the Act. You can read or
download these sections here:

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00.

Under section 52 of the Act, and within 30 business days of receipt of this letter, you may ask
the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any matter related to the City’s response to
your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner,
info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(#04-1000-20-2023-547); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4)
detailed reasons why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,

[Signed by Cobi Falconer]

Cobi Falconer, MAS, MLIS, CIPP/C
Director, Access to Information & Privacy

cobi.falconer@vancouver.ca
453 W. 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4

City Hall 453 West 12th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Y 1V4 vancouver.ca
City Clerk's Department tel: 604.829.2002 fax: 604.873.7419



If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. Alternatively, you can call the FOI Case Manager at 604-871-6584.

Encl. (Response package)

pm
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except 1 garbage bin that had been filled with garbage. Rangers walked to the white tarped structure on top of the
hill and found it to be unoccupied. Rangers then went around the corner to the entrance of the large "warehouse"
structure and called out with $.22(1) and did not want to talk to rangers.
Ranger 70 said he would respect that and would return tomorrow to follow up.

March 25th, 2023 - 1228hrs - Rangers SAMSON 104 and OTHMAN 70 attended Vanier Park at 1030hrs. Rangers
were in full uniform and were driving a marked City of Vancouver vehicle A5978. Rangers conducted a patrol of the
area and noticed two structures in the forest. Rangers from a distance observed a male outside one of the two
structures. Rangers requested a safety timer at 1032hrs. Rangers approached the structure and introduced
themselves to the male. The male identified himself as a visitor and did not give his name. S.22(1 one of the
occupants came out of his structure and spoke to Rangers. Rangers and S.22(1 discussed about the resources
and accommodation. S.22(1 stated he was speaking to different organizations but did not give the names of the
organizations. Rangers cleared from the safety timer at 1036hrs. Rangers mentioned to S.22(1 that there will be
Rangers following up in the next few days. S.22(1 acknowledged and stated that he would create a pile near the
goat trail for items to be disposed. Rangers cleared at 1046hrs. End of report.

March 28th, 2023 - 1244hrs - Rangers DON and OTHMAN attended Vanier Park at 0827hrs for a follow up of the
large encampment. Upon arrival, Rangers approached S.22(1) camp and called out introducing
themselves as Park Rangers. S.22(1) answered, and said they had just woken up. Ranger DON asked
the couple if they had a fire going inside of their structure, as there was a strong burning smell coming from inside
their camp. 5.22( said he had just put out the fire inside of the furnace. Ranger DON again re-iterated that they
cannot have fires inside of their tents, inside of the forest, or inside any park. S.22( begrudgingly agreed. Ranger
DON asked the couple if any of the items outside of their camp were items which Rangers could remove. The
couple stated the only items that could be removed were the ones located in the pond area. Rangers asked them if
they had begun to put their garbage and unwanted items into the large disposal bin, to which they said no, not yet.
Rangers encouraged the couple to begin to use the bin to dispose of items. The couple didn't respond, so Rangers

disengaged.
As Rangers moved down t0S.22 warehouse structure, Rangers noticed some extension cords which were
partially buried. Rangers saw one of them going towards S.22(1) camp, mainly buried under the dirt.

There were also 2 extension cords going t65-22(1) camp. Rangers called out to ¥22® and asked if he was home. *#®

responded that he was "fine". Rangers asked if he could pop his head out, but received no response. Rangers
asked if the extension cords going to his camp were connected to a generator, but there was no response. Finally,
Rangers asked ***® if he had anything that Rangers could remove from his camp, and again received no response.
Rangers disengaged from 5:22(1) camp, and went back to the extension cords.

Rangers located a power bar, which had the 3 cords to the camps coming out of it. Rangers followed the main
black extension cord, which was buried under the blackberry bush, leading up the hill to the trail. Rangers pulled
the cord up out of the ground as they walked along following the cord. When they got up to the trail, they noticed
the cord was buried under the trail, so Rangers pulled it up from under the trail pathway. The cord continued down
towards the parking lot through the blackberry bushes, and eventually it came out at the base of a light pole in the
parking lot. The panel covering the power source of the pole had been pulled off, and the extension cord was
plugged into the light pole. The panel was then screwed back on, so Rangers were unable to disconnect the
extension cord. Rangers contacted 311 to make an emergency work order for REFM to come out, remove the
panel, remove the extension cord, and re-secure the light pole panel.

Once doing this, Rangers informed Superintendent DEJONG of the happenings, and asked about firmer
enforcement. After discussion, it was decided Rangers would disconnect the extension cords, and cut the plugs so
they couldn't be reconnected to the power supply, which had been broken in to. Rangers proceeded to cut the
ends of the extension cords which were plugged into the power supply, and then disengaged from the park.
Rangers did not wait on scene for REFM to attend to fix the light pole.

2023-03-29 - 1215hrs - At 0817hrs Rangers GUERIN and LUONG attended Vanier Park to check in on the known
residents of the large encampment as well as the progress on the removal of the power pole tampering. Rangers
entered the encampment area to find two unknown males talking to S.22(1)

Both males instantly stated they were "fucking out of here" upon Rangers appearance but continued to stay W|th|n
the close vicinity to overhear the conversation. GUERIN spoke t05.22(1) , who stated all was well and they have
not had anymore unexpected fire visitors. S. 22(1) stated that they are 'downsizing' to be ‘'more mobilized'.

S. 22(1) claimed to not know anything about the power chords, but stated that someone entered their tent at 3AM
to "cut some shit out" while 5.22(1) were out. GUERIN spoke with §.22(1)  stated she was in
good condition and that the power chords in question were already there and they just found them.S. 2 1)
stated they were only used for lighting anyway and not a heat source for their structure. Rangers observed the
overhead tarp of their structure to be displaying much more melted/fire evidence and re-instated the fire danger
and bylaw relating to open flames. GUERIN stated again that in accordance of the MOU that suitable housing will
be found and then they will be expected to vacant to which 8.22(1) both replied "good, okay" and
inquired more about moving indoors. S.22(1) stated that the nearby blue garbage bin was full, and the large
supersave bin was a great addition for them. $.22(1) N said he saw s.22(1)
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individual he had seen scurry from the area, just before Ranger DON spotted the fire. The inspector noted a few
bottles of alcohol in the pile of garbage, which assisting in the fire spreading rapidly. A bottle was also found with a
cloth inside of it, sort of like an improvised Molotov cocktail. After answering the inspector's questions, Ranger
DON was given VFRS File # 23-0013702. After the inspector cleared, Ranger DON headed back up to assist in
loading the rest of the items deemed ok to remove by the campers, into the backs of Ranger trucks.

2023-03-28 - 12:40hrs - At approximately 09:45hrs, rangers NGUYEN, MAH, JUNG, FLORES, GUERIN, LUONG,
and DON attended Vanier to conduct a follow up with the residents in the encampment. Rangers NGUYEN and
GUERIN were contact/cover and spoke to the residents in the encampment. Rangers spoke to an individual
named®22() and informed of the super save bin that was being placed in order to help with the camp cleanup.
Rangers informed$.-22(1)to pass on the information to the other residents. During this interaction, rangers were
being filmed by and advocate named s.22(1) Rangers cleared the area at approximately 10:30hrs.

March 23rd, 2023 - 1142hrs - Ranger DON attended Vanier Park at 0943hrs to assist Super Save with dropping off
the large garbage bin for the campers. Upon arrival, Ranger DON waited on scene for about 25-30 minutes until
the bin arrived. Ranger DON escorted the driver into the trail to where the bin was going to get dropped. As the
vehicle got into the trails, it was sinking on the trail. Ranger DON decided to have the drive drop the bin on the
north side of the forest in the trails, rather than take it to the west side, where the vehicle may get stuck. The bin
was dropped and Rangers informed campers the bin was there to start disposing of garbage and any unwanted
items.

24th March 2023, 1152 hrs - Rangers OTHMAN, MESSAM and BIRK attended Vanier Park to follow up with camp
residents and upon arrival ranger 70 observed the large blue super save bin located on the north west side of the
park. Rangers observed the bin to be empty. Rangers checked each of the totes and found them to be also empty
except 1 garbage bin that had been filled with garbage. Rangers walked to the white tarped structure on top of the
hill and found it to be unoccupied. Rangers then went around the corner to the entrance of the large "warehouse"
structure and called out with §.22(1) and did not want to talk to rangers.
Ranger 70 said he would respect that and would return tomorrow to follow up.

March 28th, 2023 - 1244hrs - Rangers DON and OTHMAN attended Vanier Park at 0827hrs for a follow up of the
large encampment. Upon arrival, Rangers approached 5.22(1) camp and called out introducing
themselves as Park Rangers.S.22(1) answered, and said they had just woken up. Ranger DON asked
the couple if they had a fire going inside of their structure, as there was a strong burning smell coming from inside
their camp. 8:22(1) said he had just put out the fire inside of the furnace. Ranger DON again re-iterated that they
cannot have fires inside of their tents, inside of the forest, or inside any park. $:22(1) begrudgingly agreed. Ranger
DON asked the couple if any of the items outside of their camp were items which Rangers could remove. The
couple stated the only items that could be removed were the ones located in the pond area. Rangers asked them if
they had begun to put their garbage and unwanted items into the large disposal bin, to which they said no, not yet.
Rangers encouraged the couple to begin to use the bin to dispose of items. The couple didn't respond, so Rangers

disengaged.
As Rangers moved down to 5:22(1) warehouse structure, Rangers noticed some extension cords which were
partially buried. Rangers saw one of them going towards S.22(1) camp, mainly buried under the dirt.

There were also 2 extension cords going to $:22(1) camp. Rangers called out to **® and asked if he was home. *#®

responded that he was "fine". Rangers asked if he could pop his head out, but received no response. Rangers
asked if the extension cords going to his camp were connected to a generator, but there was no response. Finally,
Rangers asked *#*® if he had anything that Rangers could remove from his camp, and again received no response.
Rangers disengaged from 522(1) camp, and went back to the extension cords.

Rangers located a power bar, which had the 3 cords to the camps coming out of it. Rangers followed the main
black extension cord, which was buried under the blackberry bush, leading up the hill to the trail. Rangers pulled
the cord up out of the ground as they walked along following the cord. When they got up to the trail, they noticed
the cord was buried under the trail, so Rangers pulled it up from under the trail pathway. The cord continued down
towards the parking lot through the blackberry bushes, and eventually it came out at the base of a light pole in the
parking lot. The panel covering the power source of the pole had been pulled off, and the extension cord was
plugged into the light pole. The panel was then screwed back on, so Rangers were unable to disconnect the
extension cord. Rangers contacted 311 to make an emergency work order for REFM to come out, remove the
panel, remove the extension cord, and re-secure the light pole panel.

Once doing this, Rangers informed Superintendent DEJONG of the happenings, and asked about firmer
enforcement. After discussion, it was decided Rangers would disconnect the extension cords, and cut the plugs so
they couldn't be reconnected to the power supply, which had been broken in to. Rangers proceeded to cut the
ends of the extension cords which were plugged into the power supply, and then disengaged from the park.
Rangers did not wait on scene for REFM to attend to fix the light pole.

March 28th, 2023 - 1244hrs - Rangers DON and OTHMAN attended Vanier Park at 0827hrs for a follow up of the
large encampment. Upon arrival, Rangers moved down to $:22(1) warehouse structure, Rangers noticed some
extension cords which were partially buried. Rangers saw one of them going towards S.22(1) camp,
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Rangers entered the forest area and located the small wood campfire. Individual responsible for starting the fire
identified himself to Rangers as 5-22(1) and stated he had been using the fire to cook food. Rangers informed 5-22(1)
that wood fires are not permitted in the Park and of the associated fire risk in the forest given the dry conditions.
s.22(1) was instructed to extinguish the fire. Rangers stood-by until fire was completely extinguished using a bucket
of water. Rangers departed from area at approximately 1228hrs.
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