From: "Mochrie, Paul"

To: "Direct to Mayor and Council - DL"
Date: 2024-04-22 10:01:34 AM
Subject:  Upcoming news release: Are you Vancouver’'s next Poet Laureate (April 22, 2024)

Dear Mayor and Council,

I am writing to inform you that the City will be issuing the below news release on Monday, April 22 inviting
applications for the Vancouver Poet Laureate position. Please keep this news release embargoed until it
goes live from the City media email account at approximately 11 am.

Natasha will reply to this email with the relevant Vancouver.ca link and social media links, once these are
live.

Best,
Paul

Paul Mochrie (he/him)
City Manager
City of Vancouver
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City of Vancouver
News release
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Are you Vancouver’s next Poet Laureate?
Apply by June 12 for this multi-year literary and cultural ambassador position

‘Contrasts,’ part of the Vancouver Poet Laureate City Poems Project



Vancouver’s poet laureate, otherwise known as the “people’s poet”, serves as a champion for poetry,
language, and arts in our city.

With current poet laureate Fiona Tinwei Lam’s tenure concluding in December, the City of Vancouver,
the Vancouver Public Library, and the Vancouver Writers Fest are inviting applications for a new
poet laureate whose term will commence in January 2025 and continue for two to three years,
depending on the scope and timeline of their proposed project.

Fiona Tinwei Lam’s poet laureate project was the four-stage City Poems Project that resulted in a
generation of new poems and poetry videos by young people to foster greater understanding about
historical, cultural and ecological sites within Vancouver.

“I've been amazed at the range of opportunities for creative collaboration and poetic partnership
during my tenure,” said Tinwei Lam. “It has been an honour to encourage talented local poets and
emerging poetry filmmakers to depict some of the multilayered histories, cultures and ecologies of
sites within these unceded traditional lands of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples,
now known as Vancouver. | have learned so much. And there’s even more untapped ‘poet-ential’ out
there to explore!”

The online call for submissions invites applications from Vancouver-based poets who have a
notable body of work and who have earned recognition for contributions to poetry and our literary
community.

Literary artists from equity-deserving communities are strongly encouraged to apply, including poets
from x¥mabke=y3am (Musqueam), sgwxu:wu7mesh (Squamish), and salilwatat (Tsleil-waututh) Nations;
and poets who are IBPOC (Indigenous, Black, and people of colour).

Roles and responsibilities include:

Creating a unique literary project and meaningful opportunities to connect with
Vancouver’s diverse communities.

Representing the City as laureate during readings, public poetry events and Civic events
like the Vancouver Book Awards, City Council meetings and cultural events.

Composing literary work that is reflective of Vancouver’s diversity, landscape, cityscape,
and civic identity.

Updating the poet laureate blog with events and resources.

“We are thrilled to be launching our search for Vancouver’'s next poet laurate this April during National
Poetry Month,” said Mayor Ken Sim. “In the City of Vancouver’s Culture Shift strategy, we recognize
arts and culture as being central to building an exciting, inclusive and economically vibrant city. The
poet laureate acts as a literary and cultural ambassador for our city, engaging with our community to
create new works that are reflective of Vancouver’s diversity, landscape, cityscape and civic
identity.”\u8239

Funded through a generous endowment by Dr. Yosef Wosk, OBC, the poet laureate position was
established in 2006 by the City of Vancouver in partnership with the Vancouver Public Library and the
Vancouver Writers Festival. Vancouver has had six poet laureates since the start of the program.
Biographies of past poets laureate can be found here.

The poet laureate+s stipend is $7,500 per year. Additional project funds of $2,500 per year are


https://fionalam.net/poetlaureate/citypoemscontest/
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/call-for-submissions-2025-poet-laureate.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/history-of-the-poet-laureate.aspx

available to support laureate activities. The selection committee, consisting of community members,
will review submissions and make the selection based on the assessment criteria.

For full details, including application criteria and information on the current and past poets laureate,
visit: Vancouver.ca/PoetLaureate.
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