
From: "Mochrie, Paul" 
To: "Direct to Mayor and Council - DL" 

Date: 2024-07-23 1:01:15 PM
Subject: Upcoming news release: Seniors Housing Strategy (July 23, 2024)

Dear Mayor and Council,  
 
Following your approval at today’s Council meeting, I am writing to inform you that the City will be issuing the below news release regarding Vancouver’s first 
Seniors Housing Strategy.
 
Maria will reply to this email with the relevant Vancouver.ca link and social media links, once these are live.
 
Best,
Paul
 
Paul Mochrie (he/him)
City Manager
City of Vancouver

 

 

 
The City of Vancouver acknowledges that it is situated on the unceded traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.
 
 
City of Vancouver 
News Release 
July 23, 2024 
 

Vancouver’s First Seniors Housing Strategy to Address Needs of Older Adults

Today, Vancouver City Council unanimously approved a comprehensive Seniors Housing Strategy to address the urgent need for more housing 
options and supports for older adults.

“We are proud to launch the City's first Seniors Housing Strategy that honours and supports all generations,” said Mayor Ken Sim. “This Council is 
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focused on ensuring our seniors can access safe, affordable, and supportive housing across our city. We look forward to working with senior levels 
of government to ensure Vancouverites of all ages have a place to call home.”

With a commitment to collaboration with Vancouver Coastal Health, BC Housing, and community partners, the strategy outlines five key directions 
implemented through 24 actions focusing on key policies, partnerships, and advocacy efforts.

"The overarching goal of Vancouver's Seniors Housing Strategy is to ensure elders and older adults can age in their communities with dignity and 
security," stated Josh White, General Manager, Planning, Urban Design & Sustainability. "Through regulatory tools, advocacy efforts, and strategic 
partnerships, we aim to bolster housing that is affordable and tailored to the needs of our senior community."

Key Actions:

New rezoning policy to increase supply: To enable more housing options for seniors across all neighbourhoods in Vancouver, ensuring 
older adults can age in their community, in affordable housing and with the care and supports needed.

New Resident Relocation Policy with added protection: Establishing more protections for senior residents living in Community Care and 
Assisted Living Residences in the event of a redevelopment.

Updated Design Guidelines to promote high quality architecture, dignified care, and access to activities of daily living for older 
adults and other residents: Encouraging new long-term care, assisted living, and seniors supportive or independent housing developments 
to meet the specific needs of older residents.

Provincial Partnerships and Advocacy for more funding and supports: Championing significant improvements to the Province’s Shelter 
Aid for Elderly Renters (SAFER) Program to ensure low-income seniors renting in the private market are able to remain in their homes. 
Working in partnership with senior levels of government to deliver more affordable housing options, including exploring the development of a 
campus of care building, and with a focus on new supportive housing targeted towards seniors.

Moving forward, the City remains committed to evolving the strategy in alignment with future policy developments and community needs, as we 
advance broader work to become an age-friendly city. Recognizing the multifaceted nature of supporting older adults, the strategy underscores the 
importance of ongoing collaboration with stakeholders across all levels of government and senior-serving organizations to ensure the needs of older
adults are met.

Background

Vancouver's senior population is growing rapidly, with over 194,000 residents aged 55 and older currently residing in the city. This demographic is 
expected to increase substantially over the next two decades, particularly among those aged 75 and older.

Key statistics:

• 

• 

• 

• 



One in five B.C. seniors rent their homes and need financial relief (BC Seniors Advocate 2024 report); in Vancouver, this need is even 
higher with 30 percent of older adults renting.
In 2021, 14,000 senior-led Vancouver households aged 55 and up paid more than 30 percent of their household income on rent with one third 
of those households spending over 50 percent of their household income on rent (Statistics Canada).
In 2023, 43 percent of people on the social housing waitlist in the City of Vancouver were 55+ (2,420 persons), even though older adults
55+ made up only 30 percent of the City’s overall population (Metro Vancouver). 
21 percent of people experiencing homelessness in the City of Vancouver are aged 55 or older, with about half first experiencing 
homelessness when they were already a senior (2023 Homeless Count).

This Seniors Housing Strategy marks Vancouver’s first dedicated effort to address the unique housing needs of its aging population. It 
underscores the City's commitment to improving the overall well-being of older adults through targeted housing and support services, alongside 
broader initiatives with City partners.     
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Note to editors: Please see amended motion below. This is a draft copy provided for your understanding and the published minutes are the official 
record of the meeting. 
 
R1.      Seniors Housing Strategy
 

A.         THAT Council approve the Seniors Housing Strategy as attached in Appendix A.
 

B.         THAT Council direct staff to revise the Seniors Housing Rezoning Policy as attached in Appendix B by adding privately-operated seniors 
housing that also contributes significant additional public benefits to Section 4.1 so that such developments are eligible for additional heights 
and densities beyond those outlined in Table 1;
FURTHER THAT the Seniors Housing Rezoning Policy, as revised above and otherwise in accordance with Appendix B, be approved by 
Council.

C.        THAT Council approve the consequential amendment to remove Seniors Housing from the Interim Rezoning Policy for Social Housing, Seniors
Housing, and Institutional, Cultural and Recreational Uses in Former Community Visions Areas as attached in Appendix C.

D.        THAT Council approve the Resident Relocation Policy for Community Care and Assisted Living Residences as attached in Appendix 
D.

 
E.         THAT Council approve the new Seniors Housing, Community Care Facility and Group Residence Guidelines as attached in Appendix E, and 

repeal of the Seniors Supportive or Assisted Housing Guidelines and Community Care Facility — Class B and Group Residence Guidelines.
 
F.         THAT Council request the Mayor write a letter to the BC Minister of Housing, Minister of Health and the CEO of BC Housing on behalf of 

Council to respectfully request changes to the SAFER program and home support services, additional funding for seniors social and supportive 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.seniorsadvocatebc.ca/osa-reports/ageing-matters-listening-to-b-c-seniors/#:~:text=The%20'Ageing%20Matters'%20report%20reaffirms,other%20necessities%20for%20healthy%20ageing.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220721/dq220721b-eng.htm
https://metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/Documents/metro-vancouver-housing-data-book-2023.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20231031/documents/regu20231031p1_2023_Homeless_Count.pdf
https://www.shapeyourcity.ca/seniors-housing


housing and long-term care in Vancouver, and other important actions as outlined in Appendix F.  

Media contact: 
Civic Engagement and Communications 
media@vancouver.ca 

mailto:media@vancouver.ca



