
From: "Mochrie, Paul" <Paul.Mochrie@vancouver.ca>
To: "Direct to Mayor and Council -

Date: 2/5/2025 1:39:30 PM
Subject: Upcoming news release: Older Persons Strategic Framework (Feb 5, 2025)

Dear Mayor and Council,  
 
Following your approval at today’s council meeting, I am writing to inform you that the City will be issuing the 
below news release regarding the Older Persons Strategic Framework.  
 
As outlined in the report, the Older Persons Strategic Framework and 2025 Early offers a comprehensive, 
overarching approach for the City of Vancouver’s work to engage and support the aging population.
 
Maria will reply to this email with the relevant Vancouver.ca link and social media links, once these are live. 
  
Best, 
Paul 
 

Paul Mochrie (he/him)

City Manager

City of Vancouver

paul.mochrie@vancouver.ca 

 

 

The City of Vancouver acknowledges that it is situated on the unceded traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm 
(Musqueam), Sḵwx\u817 _wú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

 

 

 
City of Vancouver 
News release 
February 5, 2025   
   

Engaging and supporting the aging population: Older Persons Strategic Framework
 
Today, Vancouver City Council approved the Older Persons Strategic Framework and 2025 Early Actions to 
ensure that aging Vancouverites are engaged in our community and to enhance their quality of life. 
 
According to the 2021 Census, 17% of Vancouver's population is 65 years of age and older, and this age group 
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is growing five times faster than those under 65. This framework addresses the needs of this population with a 
collaborative effort so that older persons can remain connected, active and healthy in their communities.  
 
“On behalf of the City of Vancouver, we are proud to approve the Older Persons Strategic Framework, which 
supports our City's growing aging population,” said Mayor Ken Sim. “This Council is dedicated to engaging 
seniors in meaningful ways, ensuring they have access to excellent programs and affordable housing across the 
city to meet their needs. We look forward to collaborating with partners to make Vancouver a city where 
people of all ages can thrive.” 
 
The goals of the framework align directly with the World Health Organization (WHO) Age-friendly Cities 
Framework, which guides cities to be more inclusive and supportive of older people. 
 
To advance the framework’s goals, the City will take immediate action through the 2025 Early Actions. These 
include making it easier to build seniors' social housing through pre-zoning within Vancouver’s Social Housing 
Initiative, improving safety for older adults with new, wider sidewalks, curb ramps, and longer pedestrian walk 
times, supporting digital literacy for older adults, and partnering with organizations to run ageism awareness 
campaigns. The City will also assess services and programs for seniors to ensure they support their health and 
well-being.   
   
The City will work with senior levels of government and partners to support successful outcomes, aligning our 
actions with current City initiatives such as, the Accessibility Strategy and Multi-Year Action Plan, the Seniors 
Housing Strategy (2024), and the Healthy City Strategy.     
 
Next steps 
Next, the City will carry out 2025 Early Actions as part of this framework, including applying to join the WHO 
Global Network for Age-friendly Cities and Communities. The City will also set future annual actions to 
continue this work. 
 
For more information on the framework and a detailed list of the 2025 Early Actions, read the council report: 
Report - Older Persons Strategic Framework and 2025 Early Actions - Standing Committee on City Finance and 
Services - February 5, 2025 
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