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Dear Mayor and Council,

Please find attached, a memo regarding the Staged Water Restriction for the City of Vancouver that will come
into effect on May 1st.  This year we will be starting with Stage 2 Water Restriction.

Each year, Metro Vancouver member jurisdictions, including the City of Vancouver, automatically
implement Stage 1 water use restrictions from May 1 to October 15 under the Regional Drinking Water
Conservation Plan; Stage 1 focuses on limiting outdoor water use, particularly lawn watering.
On April 24, 2026, Metro Vancouver announced the activation of Stage 2 water use restrictions
effective May 1, 2026 , bypassing Stage 1, due to the following considerations:

Snowpack levels are 55% of historical average (April 1, 2026 Provincial Snow Survey);
Reservoirs are full but there is an elevated risk of drought conditions anticipated by the low
snowpack; and
Work on the Metro Vancouver Stanley Park water supply tunnel replacement project.

Stage 2 includes a ban on lawn watering and prohibition on filling or topping up aesthetic water
features , with continued allowance for essential uses. Approved Water Use Plans remain in place under
all stages of Metro Vancouver’s Drinking Water Conservation Plan for City of Vancouver and Park Board
golf courses and playing fields, including FIFA World Cup training facilities. FIFA-related commercial
operations at BC Place and surrounding areas are unaffected.
The City of Vancouver is aligned on implementation and enforcement under By-law No. 12086, including
required 72-hour public notification, $500 fines under Stage 2, and continued enforcement and
outreach.  As per City of Vancouver By-law 12086, the City Engineer has authority to activate or adjust
water restrictions.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lon at 604-873-7336 or lon.laclaire@vancouver.ca.

Thanks,

Donny

Donny van Dyk (he/him)

City Manager

City of Vancouver



Services Manager, City Manager’s Office
Mellisa Morphy, Director of Policy, Mayor’s Office
Trevor Ford, Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/river-forecast/2026_apr1.pdf
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https://metrovancouver.org/services/water/Documents/drinking-water-conservation-plan-summary.pdf
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