
From: "Singh, Sandra" <Sandra.Singh@vancouver.ca>
To: "Direct to Mayor and Council - DL" 
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Subject: Memo: Overview of public-facing extreme heat plans for summer 2026

Attachments: CMO - VEMA - Memo (Council) - Extreme Heat Plans - Summer 2026 (
2026-06-08).pdf

Dear Mayor and Council,

The attached memo provides Mayor and Council with the early June annual update on the City’s
extreme heat plans for the upcoming summer. This memo also includes responses to the recently
passed Council resolution Proactively Protecting Residents from Dangerous Heat (RTS 18672; May 6,
2026). Key information in the memo outlines:

Coordinated citywide response: Vancouver maintains a long-standing, multi-agency extreme heat plan
led by VEMA with annual seasonal coordination.
Heat alert system: A new 3-tier provincial heat alert system (Yellow/Orange/Red) is now in effect.
Cooling access: 39 civic cooling centres, new partner sites, transportation pilot, and supports for
vulnerable residents and renters.
Outdoor cooling measures: Access to shaded spaces, misting stations, drinking water access, and
outreach to at-risk individuals outdoors.
Strong communications and partnerships: Multilingual public messaging and collaboration with health
agencies and community networks to reach vulnerable groups.
Long-term resilience focus: Advances in tree canopy, shade planning, cleaner air spaces, and advocacy
for expanded Provincial funding support.

Extreme heat is complex and requires collaboration and coordination across multiple levels of
government, across agencies, and with community organizations. Staff have worked diligently to
respond to lessons learned, feedback from robust engagement with seniors, people with disabilities,
and subject-matter experts. The City continues to foster strong relationships with partners to improve
extreme heat plans, services, and cooling infrastructure, as well as seek ways we can mitigate urban
heat through the built and natural environment.

If Council has any questions, please feel free to email me at Sandra.singh@vancouver.ca and staff will
work to provide a response through the appropriate channel.

Thank you,

Sandra



Sandra Singh | Deputy City Manager

City of Vancouver

E-mail: sandra.singh@vancouver.ca

Pronouns: she/her

Assistant: Laura Holvor

Phone: 604.829.9602

E-mail: laura.holvor@vancouver.ca

Pronouns: she/her

The City of Vancouver acknowledges theunceded homelands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam),
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish) and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ / sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office

City’s extreme heat 



Environment and Climate Change Canada’s latest global mean temperature forecast indicates that 
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https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Health-Environment/Provincial-Heat-Alerting-Response-System.pdf
https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Health-Environment/Provincial-Heat-Alerting-Response-System.pdf
https://www.vch.ca/en/extreme-heat#steps_to_protect_yourself_and_others_from_heat
http://www.vancouver.ca/hotweather
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Staff will update the City’s cooling infrastructure 
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http://www.vancouver.ca/hotweather
http://www.vancouver.ca/hotweather
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speak on City’s work to prepare for the season.
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To align with the City’s 

City’s social media posts on your personal channels
eposting the City’s translated resources and cooling centre maps 

http://www.vancouver.ca/hotweather
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/death-review-panel/extreme_heat_death_review_panel_report.pdf.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-divorce/deaths/coroners-service/death-review-panel/extreme_heat_death_review_panel_report.pdf.
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/hot-weather.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/wildfire-smoke.aspx
https://policy.vancouver.ca/ADMIN073.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/stay-safe-in-the-summer-heat-translated-resources.aspx
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seasonal readiness calls with these partners to share the City’s plans, receive feedback, 
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https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/stay-safe-in-the-summer-heat-translated-resources.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/stay-safe-in-the-summer-heat-translated-resources.aspx
https://www.vancouver.ca/hazards
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/resilient-vancouver.aspx
https://www.vancouver.ca/wildfiresmoke
https://www.vancouver.ca/wildfiresmoke


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/local-government/response-operations/emcr_financial_assistance_standards.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/local-government/response-operations/emcr_financial_assistance_standards.pdf
mailto:Sandra.singh@vancouver.ca
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Resolution (RTS 18672): Proactively Protecting Residents from Dangerous Heat 

A. THAT Council acknowledge the City’s extensive measures to protect residents 
from extreme and dangerous heat levels and affirm Council’s commitment to 
delivering extended access to cooling centres, spaces, and related infrastructure 
throughout the summer months, acknowledging the life-threatening impact of 
prolonged heat exposure on the City's residents, and

FURTHER THAT staff be directed to implement a vigorous and urgent 
public\information campaign around the City’s extreme heat measure in 
anticipation of the coming heat of summer.

THAT staff provide a memo to Council outlining the City’s extensive and 
reasonable measures to protect residents from extreme and dangerous heat 
levels within the context of the City’s jurisdiction and resources, 
including information regarding (but not limited to):

the City’s robust network of community centres and public library 
branches that are open throughout the summer that provide access to 
indoor space.

the City’s established extreme heat response activation guidelines, which 
are aligned with Provincial guidelines, and activated by the City in 
collaboration with a focussed number of external partners who provide 
effective cooling spaces during declared extreme heat events.

incremental costs for activating cooling centres during declared extreme 
heat events which are recoverable from the Ministry of Emergency 
Management and Climate Readiness.

Park Board’s tree modeling work currently underway that will assess gaps 
in tree canopy and inform tree planting priorities, as well as scheduled 
work by PDS sustainability staff related to analysis of cooling dead zones 
scheduled to begin at the end of 2026 and be completed by December 
2027.

strategic partnerships and other strategic relationships with organizations 
such as the Food Bank that enhance the City’s preparedness for extreme 
heat events.
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