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Upcoming news release: Vancouver renews commitment to eliminate traffic deaths

Dear Mayor and Council,

The City will be issuing the below news release announcing the approval of the transportation safety measures
outlined in the Vision Zero Safe Mobility Plan.

Please keep this news release embargoed until it goes live from the City media email account later this
afternoon.

Angela will reply to this email with the relevant Vancouver.ca link and social media links, once these are live.

Thanks,

Donny

Donny van Dyk (he/him)
City Manager

City of Vancouver

City of Vancouver
News release

June 10, 2026

Vancouver renews commitment to eliminate traffic deaths



Vancouver City Council has approved a Vision Zero Safe Mobility Plan, setting a goal to reduce traffic-related
fatalities and serious injuries on Vancouver streets by at least five per cent each year, on the way to zero before
2050.

“Safe streets are fundamental to a safe city. With Council’s support, we're making safety a priority for everyone
who walks, bikes, rolls, takes transit, or drives in Vancouver,” said Mayor Ken Sim.

The plan follows the internationally recognized “safe systems” approach and aligns Vancouver with regional
and provincial road safety targets.

The plan will guide City work to improve road safety through data-informed, targeted actions at locations
where the risk of serious injury or death is highest.

Council also directed staff to ensure implementation of the plan reflects a balanced approach that advances
transportation safety while supporting mobility, reducing congestion, and maintaining the efficient movement
of people, goods, transit and emergency services throughout Vancouver.

Staff will use collision and injury data to prioritize locations and choose the most effective solutions to deploy
infrastructure changes to prevent future injuries or loss of life. The plan also engages an equity lens in safety
improvements by prioritizing where risk and harm are highest, including people walking, biking or rolling,
children and older adults.

Key actions will include:

e Continuing to address safety hotspots and corridors through proven safety measures such as |eading
pedestrian intervals, new or upgraded signals and advance turn signals.

e Updating the City’'s design standards to reflect evolving best practices, considering measures such
as improved intersection treatments and crosswalks that prioritize pedestrians and make them more
visible.

e Delivering a quick-build pilot to improve safety on Hastings Street in the Downtown Eastside, which is
currently the highest pedestrian collision corridor in the province.

Background

Between 2015 and 2024, more than 130 people lost their lives and over 90,000 people were injured in traffic
crashes on Vancouver streets. While overall trends have improved, recent progress has slowed, underscoring
the need for renewed action.

Crashes put enormous pressure on hospital emergency departments and other areas of the health care
delivery system. For example, the Province-wide direct healthcare costs for transport injuries in 2019 were



estimated at $526 million, or about $1.44 million per day.

The Vision Zero Safe Mobility Plan was developed following a July 2025 Council motion and shaped by
extensive engagement with public health experts, emergency responders, advocacy organizations, regional and
provincial partners, and transportation industry groups.

The plan builds on longstanding City policy, including the Transportation 2040 Plan, and aligns with TransLink's
Transport 2050 and the B.C. Road Safety Strategy 2025.

Read more about the Vision Zero Safe Mobility Plan.
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Note to editors: Please see amended motion below. This is a draft copy provided for your understanding and
the published minutes are the official record of the meeting.

1. THAT Council approve the Vision Zero Safe Mobility Plan,
as outlined in this report and presented in Appendix A, with the exception of Near Term Action 2,
which begins to reduce speeds on major streets to 30km/hr or 40km/hr;

2. THAT Council direct staff not to proceed with speed reductions on major streets;

AND FURTHER THAT Council direct staff to ensure implementation of the Vision Zero Safe Mobility

Plan reflects a balanced approach that advances transportation safety while supporting mobility,
reducing congestion, and maintaining the efficient movement of people, goods, transit, and emergency
services throughout Vancouver.

Media contact:
City of Vancouver

media@vancouver.ca






