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(2026-07-31).pdf

Dear Mayor and Council, 

The attached memo responds to the Council Motion Closing the Gap: Investing in the City of Vancouver’s Food
System to Increase Food Access and Support a Resilient, Equitable, and Sustainable Food System for All (RTS
17887).

A summary of the key points in the memo are as follows:
Vancouver’s food system is facing challenges, including rising food insecurity, funding and space
constraints, and pressures on food recovery initiatives.
The City currently provides food-related funding through Sustainable Food Systems Grants, School Food
Grants, and Social Innovation Food Grants.
The City also supports 20 non-profit organizations delivering food programming in City-owned spaces.
Staff are exploring opportunities to strengthen this support including changes to grant program
allocations, eligibility, and scope, and piloting an Indigenous Food Sovereignty grant stream.
Staff will seek direction from Council in early 2027 to confirm prioritization of food systems grants within
the overall Community Services grants program.

If you have any further questions, please email me directly and I will provide a response through the weekly
Q&A.

Thank you,
Margaret

Margaret Wittgens | she, her

General Manager, Arts, Culture and Community Services

City of Vancouver

P 604-871-6858 C 604-358-8764

margaret.wittgens@vancouver.ca

The City of Vancouver acknowledges that it is situated on the unceded traditional territories of the Musqueam, Squamish,
and Tsleil-Waututh Peoples
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