&TY oF @ Vancotver

CLERK'S OFFICE

VA N C O U V E R Access to Information & Privacy Division

File No.: 2026-200

April 17, 2026

5.22(7)

Dear® )

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

| am responding to your request of March 6, 2026 under the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act for:

Record of existing equivalencies at the building located at 750 Burrard Street for
the purposes of the building fire sprinkler system. Date range: January 1, 1955 to
January 1, 1996.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out) under s.15(1) and s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download these sections
here: htip://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00.

Under Part 5 of the Act, you may ask the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any
matter related to the City's response to your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information
& Privacy Commissioner, info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(2026-200); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4) detailed reasons
why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,

Kevin Tuerlings, FOI Case Manager, for

[Signed by Kevin Tuerlings]

Sian Madsen, MA, MAS
Acting Director, Access to Information & Privacy

City of Vancouver, CITY CLERK'S OFFICE
Access to Information and Privacy Division
453 West 12" Avenue

Vancouver, British Columbia V3Y 1V4 Canada i
Tel: 3-1-1, Outside Vancouver 604-873-7000 .

Website: vancouver.ca BC's Top Employers



If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. You may also contact 3-1-1 (604-873-7000) if you require accommodation or

do not have access to email.
Encl. (Response package)

pm
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GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.

FORMERLY COMPYRO CONSULTANTS LTI

October 1, 1987.

Mr. Terry Wong

Department of Permits & Licences
City of Vancouver

2675 Yukon Street

Vancouver, B.C. ¥5Y 3P9

Dear Sir:

Re: Central Library Facilities OQur File: 12.66
Yancouver Public Library - 750 Burrard Street

Please find enclosed copy of our Preliminary Design Repert for Fire
Protection Systems for the captioned building. 1In addition, we request
the permission to omit sprinkler protection in two areas where
sprinkler protection is unwarranted and undesirable.

1) Transformer Room

Only partial sprinkler protection is provided for protection of
incidental stored materials.

Sentences 3.5.2.8 (1) & (2) of the British Columbia Building Code
require that a transformer vault, where vrequired by other
regulations, be separated from the remainder of the building by a
fire separation of solid masonry or concrete construction having a
fimse resistance rating of not less than 3 h if the vault is not
provided with an automatic fire extinguishing system and not less
than 2 h if the vault is so protected. Where the building is
required to be sprinklered, the transformer vault need not be
sprinklered provided the vault is designed for no purpose other
than to contain the transformer and its associated equipment and a
simoke dete tor is provided in the vault which will activate the
building fire alarm system in the event of a fire in the vault.

The transformer room contains unsealed dry type transformers.
According to Rule 26-248 (1) of the Canadian Electrical Code the
transformer need not be installed in rooms of vault construction.
Therefore the transformer room is not a transformer vault as
referred to by 3.5.2.8 of the B.C. Building Code. This room should
be classified as Other Service Rooms as governed under 3.5.2.4 (1)
of the B.C. Building Code which requires a 1 h fire separation when
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the room is not sprinklered and not intended to contain a hazardous
substance.

Section A4-4 of NFPA 13 permits the omission of the sprinkier
protection where application of water is undesirable because of the
nature of the contents, or in rooms or areas of noncombustible
construction with wholly noncombustible contents and which are not
exposed by other areas.

Since the room contains mainly transformers ancd associated switch
gear and serves no other purposes, the combustible loading is low
(limited quantity of incidental storage of associated material in
areas proposed to be sprinklered), the construction is
noncombustible (2 hour rated), the room is not exposed by other
areas of the building, this room meets the criteria for omission of
sprinkier protection subject to the approval of the authority
having jurisdiction. We, therefore, recommend that sprinklers be
omitted in part of the room over the transformer equipment. We
also recommend that smoke detectors be installed over the equipment
area to provide early warning as 41 additional safety measure.

2) Main Entrance Yestibule

For architectural reasons, it is not practical to provide sprinkler
protection in this noncombustible vestibule. Since the conbustible
loading is low, the construction is noncombustible, there is a lack
of 1ignition source, and that this area 1is under constant
supervision by security personnel when open to public. We
recommend that sprinkler protection be omitted. Enclosed 1s a
sketch showing sections of the entrance vestibule. Please note
that the space above the vestibule is sprinkiered.

We trust the foregoing is satisfactory and meets your approval. Should
you have any questions, please let us know.

Respectively yours,

GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.

5.15(1), 5.22(1)

Fred Wong
FW/pt
Encl.

E. Smith
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GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD

0CT 2287
Mr. Terry Wong

Department of Permits & Licences
City of Vancouver

2675 Yukon Street

Yancouver, B.C. VaY 3P9

To:

bl

: andl file

do not reliirn
Dear 5

Ne‘e
=,

117 mia
L i e s

Re: Fire Protection Upgrading | yo s L;z“““”?'h'ﬁ'f'.ﬂf
Yancouver Public Library [ Dérewidery 12:66. -

Further to our recent telepnone conversation, we Wish_to clarify the
following items as requested: > Raenss, fi

Since there is a concern of sprinkler floor control valve location
being in the janitor's closet, it 1is proposed that a sian
"sprinkler control valve" be posted at the janitor's closet door to
identify its location.

There are two existing Fire Department connections for the
standpipes in this building. Both connections will be maintained
and inter-connected The south connection facing Robson Street is
located next to the stair entrance where the fire alarm annunciator
is located. Although this Tocation is not on the address side of
this building, we believe it is acceptable to the Fire Department.

With reference to the interconnected floor space, please find
enclosed rationale for the proposed change in the 1990 N.B.C. We
trust this is self-explanatory.

Should you have any further questions, please feel free to call.

Yours very truly,

GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
s.15(1), s.22(1)

Fred ﬂ'r,-n.___‘
'

FR/pt

E. Smith
Andy Ross, City Hall

City of Vancouver - FOI 2026-200 - Page 3 of 15
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GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
- (FORMEALY COMPYRO CONSULTANTS LTD |

@ WEST Bth AVENUE. VANCOUVER, B.C.. CANADA VEH 1C3

October 30, 1987.

The City Building Inspector
City of Vancouver

453 West 12th Avenue
VYancouver, B.C. V5Y 1v4

Dear Sir:

fe: Vancouver Public Library File 12.66
750 Burrard Street !

The undersigned hereby gives assurance that he has been retained by the
owner of the above project to design and/or review the design of the
installation and perform "field reviews" of the installation and testing of
the sprinkler systems and ancilliary devices for the above project in
compliance with NFPA-13 and of the curvent Vancouver Building By-law, and
to submit designs for review by Permits and Licenses Department prior to
installation.

DESIGN

The following design criteria have received my attention:

1. Building OCCUPANCY and system CLASSIFICATION,

2. Required design COVERAGE (including blinu or special aeas),
In the case of partial systems, all required sprinklered areas of the
bui[aing called for in Vancouver Building By-law being included in the
design,

Compatibility and Tocation of electrical supervision, ancillary (alarm)
and control devices, and

Evaluation of the capacity of City WATER SUPPLY versus SYSTEM DEMANDS
and domestic demand (e.g. combined water entry), including addition of
pumping devices where found necessary.

SHOP_DRAWINGS
The sprinkler system shop drawings shall be reviéwed by the undersigned in

order to ascertain as closely as possible that design criteria (1) through
(5) above have been complied with.

City of Vancouver - FOI 2026-200 - Page 4 of T 5
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FIELD REVIEW 5

ihe following installation work will receive my attention and “"field
review":

As used herein, "field reviews" shall mean such reviews at the
project site and at the fabrication locations where applicable as
the Engineer, in his professional discretion, considers to be
necessary in order to ascertain that the work of the contractor
substantially conforms in all material respects to the plans ard
supporting documents prepared and/or reviewed by the Engineer and
"accepted” by the City of Vancouver for the project. This will
include keeping records of all site visits and .ny corrective
actions taken as a result thereof.

The Contractor's materials and workmanship shall be reviewed to an
acceptable standard, but in addition, where WELDING is being
considered, the qualifications of the welder, his quality assurance
procedures and the compatibility of material and welding fittings shall
be closely reviewed for good workmanship.

The acceptance testing for “Contractor's Material and Test Certificate”
shall be witnessed personally or by a designated person engaged by the
undersigned of by the Owner.

MAINTENANCE

A MAINTENANCE program and manual shall be drawn up for verification of

acceptance by the Fire Chief. Such verification shall be forwarded to the

City Building Inspector prior to occupancy.

Company Name GAGE BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTOD.

Address jﬂﬂ - 1099 W. 8th Ave.  Phone _EEE;E?;I_

Enyineer's Name T. Lenahan
5.15(1), s.22(1)

Signed _
Date (_*nber 30, 1987.
Yours very -'..r‘u'r_,-,

GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES

s.15(1), 5.22(1)

lim K. Lenahan, P. Eng.

"N ¥
r_|' r.lf l_-r I-I' '
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CITY OF VANCOUVER — PERMITS & LICENCES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
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CITY OF VANCLUVER — PERMITS & LICENCES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
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CITY OF VANCOUVER — PERMITS & LICENCES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
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GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES L1D
SUITE 207- 1080 WEST 8ih AVENUE, VANCOUVER, B C . CANADA VER 102 » TEL (B0<) T32:3751 FAX (604) ra-n

September 20, 1988

Mr. A. R. Ross

City of Vanmcouver

Civic Buildings Department
453 Mest 12th Avenue
Vvancouver, B.C,

VY 1v4

Ocar Mr, Ross.

be: Vancouver. Fublic Library
Fire Protection Upgrading File 12.66

Puring our meeting on September 13, 1988 we¢ discussed 2 report
1ssued by Fred Kappler. This report entitled "Survey of New
Sprinkler Inst2llation at Vancouver Public Library" includes
ftems that are additionally reviewed as follows:

4. The spr.akler layout for the stack levels is based on the
criteria contained in 4-4,12 NFPA 13-1987;

The standard recognizes that stack levels in libraries
require special consideration as a function of the racking
arrangement. The design of the sprinkler system is based on
and meets the criteria contained in Exception No.l of 4-4,12,

The cecntractor has provided heavier straps which have the
desired effect of preventing rotation of the sprinkier head
juards,

The purpose of the hesd guards is to prevent damage to the
sprinkler heads during the process of removing books from the
top shelves. The nheat co'lecting fins are located slightly
below the head guards to prevent the head guards fronm
impzding the sprinkler spray pattern when the sprinkler head
ocerates,

The tunnel is a non-combustible, fire resistive return afir
duct, There is no requirement under NFrA 13-1987 to
sprinkler such ducts. The tunnel wds shown unsprinklered on
the drawings submitted to the CZity of Vancouver. It is also
noted that a1l vertical shafts are sprinklered.

Al other items contained in Mr, Rapplers' report have been
brought to the contractors' attention for completion,

ENGINEERS AND CONSULTANTS IN FiRtE PROTECTION SATETY AND SECURITY

AFFIATED DFFICES  « CmICAGOD . SAN PRANCISID . LOS ANGELES o NEW rORx . WASHINGTON . ATLANTA

&

B
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Mr. A. R. Ross

The pressure test Certificate, dated September B8, 1988, and
signed by Bil1l Mutchinson indicates that sprinkler protection 1s
required beneath the canopy on Level 4,

under 4-4,10.2 of NFPA No.13-1987 sprinklers are required under
exterior combustible canopies exceeding 4 fr. in width, The
canopy is non-combustible and is not used for storage or handliny
of combustibles. This area was shown unsprinkiered on the
drawings submitted to the City of Vancouver.

We trust that the foregoing 15 satisfactory, Should you have any
questions or require additional information, pléease let us know.

Yours very truly.
GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
5.15(1), s.22(1)

Tim £, Lendhan, P. Eng.

TEL/bjc

T i ™
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CITY OF VANCOUVER — PERMITS & LICENCES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
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