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Access to Information & Privacy DivisionVANCOUVER

File No.: 2026-200

April 17, 2026

s 22(1)

Dear s22(1)

Re: Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act (the “Act”)

I am responding to your request of March 6, 2026 under the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act for:

Record of existing equivalencies at the building located at 750 Burrard Street for
the purposes of the building fire sprinkler system. Date range: January 1, 1955 to
January 1, 1996.

All responsive records are attached. Some information in the records has been severed,
(blacked out) under s.15(1) and s.22(1) of the Act. You can read or download these sections
here: http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws new/document/ID/freeside/96165 00.

Under Part 5 of the Act, you may ask the Information & Privacy Commissioner to review any
matter related to the City’s response to your FOI request by writing to: Office of the Information
& Privacy Commissioner, info@oipc.bc.ca or by phoning 250-387-5629.

If you request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 1) the request number
(2026-200); 2) a copy of this letter; 3) a copy of your original request; and 4) detailed reasons
why you are seeking the review.

Yours truly,

Kevin Tuerlings, FOI Case Manager, for

[Signed by Kevin Tuerlings]

Sian Madsen, MA, MAS
Acting Director, Access to Information & Privacy

City of Vancouver, CITY CLERK'S OFFICE
Access to Information and Pnvacy Division
453 West 121" Avenue
Vancouver, British Columbia V5Y 1V4 Canada Ck
Tel: 3-1-1, Outside Vancouver 604-873-7000
Website: vancouver.ca BC’s Top Employers
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If you have any questions, please email us at foi@vancouver.ca and we will respond to you as
soon as possible. You may also contact 3-1-1 (604-873-7000) if you require accommodation or
do not have access to email.

Encl. (Response package)

:pm
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GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
(FORMERLY COMPYRO CONSULTANTS LTD I

SUITE 207 - 1099 WEST Bin AVENUE. VANCOUVER, B C CANADA V6H IC3 • (604) 732-3751

DfcPl. PERMITS & LICENSES i
r ' bO- i o

OCT 01 . ’87

To:
I Naic, past on as iLown I

F.'ote and tile
* Me — do not return

T ?ke appropriate action
■/cs!ir .'te and report
. 1! lor tny s;gr

Our File: 12.66
Burrard Street

October 1, 1987.

Mr. Terry Wong
Department of Permits A Licences
City of Vancouver
kfb75 Yukon Street
Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 3P9

Dear Si r :

Re: Central Library Facil i t ies
Vancouver Public Library -

Please f ind enclosed copy of our Preliminary Design Report for Fire
Protect ion Systems for the captioned bui ld ing,  in addit ion, we request
the permission to omit spr inkler protection in two areas where
spr ink le r  protect ion is unwarranted and undesirable.

1) Transformer Room

Only pa r t i a l  sprinkler protection is provided for protection of
inc iden ta l  stored material s.

Sentences 3. 5. 2.8 (1) & (2) of the B r i t i sh  Columbia Building Code
requ i re  that a transformer vaul t ,  where required by other
regu la t ions ,  be separated from the remainder of the bui ld ing by a
f i r e  separation of sol id masonry or concrete construction having a
fi>e resistance rat ing of not less than 3 h i f  the vault is not
provided with an automatic f i re extinguishing system and not less
tnan 2 h i f  the vault is so protected. Where the bui ld ing is
requi red to be sprinklered, the transformer vault need not be
spr ink lered provided the vault is designed for no purpose other
than to contain the transformer and i ts associated equipment and a
smoke deti- tor is provided in the vault which wi l l  act ivate the
bu i l d i ng  f i re  alarm system in the event of a f i re in the vaul t .

The transformer room contains unsealed dry type transformers.
According to Rule 26-248 (1) of the Canadian Elect r ica l  Code the
transformer need not be ins ta l led  in rooms of vault construction.
Therefore the transformer room is not a transformer vault as
re fe r red  to by 3. 5. 2. 8 of the B.C. Building Code. This room should
be c l ass i f i ed  as Other Service Rooms as governed under 3. 5. 2. 4 (1)
of the B.C. Building Code which requires a 1 h f i re separation when

ENGINEERS ANO CONSULTANTS IN FIRE PROTECTION SAFtTY AND SECURITY
AFFILIATED OFFICES • CHICAGO • SAN FRANCISCO • LOS ANGELES • NEW YORK . WASHINGTON • MIAMI
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the room 1$ not sprinklered and not Intended to contain a hazardous
substance.

Section A4-4 of NFPA 13 permits the omission of the sprinkler
protection where appl icat ion of water is undesirable because of the
nature of the contents, or in rooms or areas of noncombustible
construction with wholly noncombustible contents and which are not
exposed by other areas.

Since the room contains mainly transformers and associated switch
gear and serves no other purposes, the combustible loading is low
( l imited quantity of inc identa l  storage of associated material in
areas proposed to be spri  nk le red )  , the cons t ruc t ion  is
noncombustible (2 hour ra ted ) ,  the room is not exposed by other
areas of the bui lding,  this room meets the c r i t e r i a  for omission o f
sprinkler protection subject  to the approval of tne authority
having jur isdict ion.  We, therefore,  recommend that sprinklers be
omitted in part of the room over the transformer equipment. We
also recommend that smoke detectors be ins ta l l ed  over the equipment
area to provide early warning as as addit ional safety measure.

2) Main Entrance Vestibule

For architectural reasons, i t  is not pract ica l  to provide sprinkler
protection in this noncombustible vest ibule.  Since the conbustible
loading is low, the construction is noncombustible, there 1s a lack
of ignit ion source, and that this area is under constant
supervision by security personnel when open to publ ic .  We
reconmiend that sprinkler protect ion  be omitted. Enclosed is a
sketch showing sections of the entrance vest ibule.  Please note
that the space above the vest ibu le  is sprinklered.

We trust tne foregoing is sa t is fac tory  and meets your approval. Should
you have any questions, please l e t  us know.

Respectively yours,

GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
s 15(1), s 22(1)

bred wong

FW/pt

Encl .

CC: E. Smith
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SUITE 207- K"»9 WEST 8f> AVENUE VANCOUVER BC CANADA V6H 1C3 • 1604, ’32-3751
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Reg. Na  ___ ___
October 21, 1987.

Mr. Terry Wong
Department of Permits A Licences
City of Vancouver
2b75 Yukon Street
Vancouver. B.C. V5Y 3P9

Dear Sir .

Re: Fire Protection Upgrading
Vancouver Public Library

Further to our recent telepnone
following items as requested:

1. Since there is a concern of sprinkler floor control valve location
being in the jan i tor 's  c loset ,  i t  is proposed that a sign
"sprinkler control valve" be posted at the janitor 's  closet door to
ident i fy  i ts location.

it. There are two existing Fire Department connections for the
standpipes in this building. Both connections will be maintained
and inter-connected The south connection facing Robson Street is
located next to the stair entrance where the fire alarm annunciator
is located. Although this location is not on the address side of
this building, we believe i t  is acceptable to the Fire Department.

3. With reference to the Interconnected floor space, please find
enclosed rationale for the proposed change in the 1990 N.B.C. We
trust this is self-explanatory.

Should you have any further questions, please fee) free to ca l l .

Yours very t ru ly ,

GAGE-BABCOCK A ASSOCIATES LTD.
s.15(1)r s.22(1)

Fred Wong

FW/pt

CC: E. Smith
Andy Ross, City Hall

ENGINEERS AND CONSULTANTS IN FIRE PROTECTION, SAFETV AND SECURITY
AFFILIATED OFT'TES • CHICAGO • BAN FRANCISCO . LOS ANGELES • NEWTOR*  • WASHING 'ON . MIAMI
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®GB!X
GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.

iFOflMERLV COMPVWO CONSULTANTS LTD )

SUITE 207- 1009 WEST 8lh AVENUE. VANCOUVER BC.  CANADA V6H 1C3 • (604)732-3751

DEPT. PERMITS & LICENSES
Rog. No ----- —->■

O 02.'87October 30, 1987.

To:
The City Bu i ld ing Inspector
City of Vancouver
453 West 12th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 1V4 □ Info - do r.cl return

Hear S i r :

File 12.66 ” *2  'Re: Vancouver Public Library
750 Burrard Street

The undersigned hereby gives assurance that he has
owner of the above project  to design and/or review
ins ta l l a t i on  and perform " f i e l d  reviews" of the i ns ta l l a t i on  and t es t i ng  of
the sp r ink le r  systems and anc i l l i a r y  devices for the above p ro jec t  in
compliance with NFPA-13 and of the current  Vancouver Bu i ld ing  By-law,
to submit designs for review by Permits and Licenses Department p r i o r
i ns ta l l a t i on .

been re ta ined by the
the design of the

and
to

DESIGN

The fo l low ing  design c r i t e r i a  have received my a t ten t i on :

1. Bull ding OCCUPANCY and system CLASSIFICATION,

2. Required design COVERAGE ( inc lud ing b l inu  or special aeas),

3. In the case of pa r t i a l  systems, al l  required spr ink lered areas of the
bu i l d i ng  cal led for in Vancouver Bu i ld ing By-law being included in the
desi gn,

4. Compat ib i l i ty  and loca t ion  of e l ec t r i ca l  supervision, anc i l l a r y  (alarm)
and cont ro l  devices, and

5. Evaluation of the capacity of City WATER SUPPLY versus SYSTEM DEMANDS
and domestic demand (e.g.  combined water en t r y ) ,  inc lud ing add i t i on  of
pumping devices where found necessary.

SHOP DRAWINGS

The sp r ink le r  system shop drawings shall be reviewed by the undersigned in
order to ascertain as c losely as possible that design c r i t e r i a  (1) through
(5) above have Deen complied with.

ENGINEERS AND CONSULTANTS IN FIRE PROTECTION. SAFETY AND SECURITY
AH .HATED OFFICES • CHICAGO • SAN FRANCISCO • LOS ANGELES • NEW YORK . WASHINGT ON . MIAMI
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FIELD REVIEW

ihe following Ins ta l l a t ion  work will  receive my attention and " f i e ld
review":

As used herein ,  " f i e ld  reviews" shall mean such reviews at the
project  site and at the fabr icat ion locations where applicable as
the Engineer, in his professional discretion, considers to be
necessary in order to ascertain that the work of the contractor
substant ial ly  conforms in al l  material  respects to the plans ar.d
supporting documents prepared and/or reviewed by the Engineer and
"accepted" by the City of Vancouver for the pro ject .  This wil l
include keeping records of al l  si te v is i ts  and < ny correct ive
actions taken as a result thereof .

1. The Contractor's materials and workmanship shall be reviewed to an
acceptable standard, but tn addit ion,  where WELDING is being
considered, the qual i f icat ions of the welder, his qua l i ty  assurance
procedures and the compatibil ity of material  and welding f i t t ings  shall
be closely reviewed for good workmanship.

2. The acceptance test ing for "Contractor's Material  and Test Cer t i f i ca te"
shall be witnessed personally or by a designated person engaged by the
undersigned of by the Owner.

MAINTENANCE

A MAINTENANCE program and manual shall be drawn up for ve r i f i ca t ion  of
acceptance by tne Fire Chief .  Such ver i f i ca t ion  shall be forwarded to the
City Building Inspector prior to occupancy.

Company Name GAGE BABCOCK A ASSOCIATES LTD.

Address W1 - 1099 W. 8th Ave. Phone 732-3751

Engineer's Name T. Lenahan
s.15(1), s.22(1)

Signed , p. Eng.

Date f,  »ober 30, 1987.

Yours very t ru ly ,

GAGE -BABCOCK 4 ASSOCIATES LTD.
s.15(1), s.22(1)

Tim K. Lenahan, P. Eng.

TKL/pst
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CITY OF VANCOUVER — PERMITS & LICENCES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
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CITY OF VANCOUVER
PERMITS A LICENSES Of PAflTMFNI

BUILDING PERMIT
610672

NUMBER BP 208070
SPtCl»r.S 'X ADDRESS

711 . 8URRARD
Aorwsb
301-761 CARDERO VANC

POSTAL PHONE

684-8733 JS
«aESI8N  PROF
EHL I NO
i lTCCT ________

AODATSS Qh  i

453 W 12TH VANS
PHGN£Al CQ0€PROPERTY OWMER

a i
ADDRESS

453  * 12m
PHONECONSTRUCTOR

C/0 OWNER
“OSTAl CCOf

6S2892 9
1NEADDITIONAL ££>IJTACTJS s.15(1), s.22(1)

PLAN

210.779
N DD

iEUA,

1-DMwnoN t T0 B OF 8 TO 15 i 16 TO 20 BLR 50 541
WASUAL WtNIE *
BETBiC 0*  WtR’L

101 SIZE

62
i lHLOiNG  SIZE FnuNIAdE

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT REQUIRED YARDS

SIDE SIDE

I HERITAGE DESIGNATION

M ___
UVl *

ACCOMMODATION

11)
161 kl •

TR i ’ ION ONI V AND DOES NOT IN
VANCOUVER:

TO PROVIDE NEW
PARTIT IONS

ANO « SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS AND NOTES

SUBJECT TO BU I LOINS BE I NO *PR INKLERED TO STANDARDS IN BASE BABCOCK AND ASSOC
LTD REPORT FOR 750 BURR ARD

| FUSES fNOCAJLD W’TH AU H ARE OwTAIMf?
SEE REVERSE
FOR NOTICE

KUUtilNG Pt M
’■‘IT BUSlNt S5 LICENSE

COMR<XfTv

CtXK

StflViCf

TVPf MAM.
ripor
OO

’ • ] j 8  KK
5.15(1), s.22 1) 145.000

557.00
YAI.IIAT'OI

10303 n tt’J'LlWG TV«4i

€ LkNLlMNG PtRV
J .MVRNANE

»
S «# YE5 *

BUILDING PERMIT TOTAL FEE 557. 00
871112 91635

.NSwrtTOM s cowv

n n n n
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• ®GB\ * p'M
GAGE-BABCOCK A ASSOCIATES LW

SU’Tt 207-1009 WEST •'*' AVf NuE. VANCOUVER BC CANADA VtH 1C? • T i l  (W<) ?3? FAX (604) 7JJ-1J7/

September 20, 1988

Mr. A. R. Ross
City of Vancouver
Civic buildings Department
45 3 West l?th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
V6Y 1V4

Dear Mr. Ross.

k.e: Vancouver. Publ 1 c L ibrary
Fire Pro tec t ion  Upgrading F i l e  12.66

Curing our meeting on September 1 3 , 1 988 we discussed a report
issued by Fred Kapp le r .  This repor t  ent i t led  "Survey of New
Sprinkler  Ins ta l l a t ion  at Vancouver Public Library" includes
items that are add i t iona l l y  reviewed as follows:

4. The sprinkler l ayout  for the stack levels is based on the
cr i t e r i a  contained in 4-4,12 NFPA 13*1987 ; m

The standard recognizes that stack levels in l i b ra r ies
require special consideration as a function of the racking
arrangement. The design of the sprinkler system is based on
and meets the c r i t e r i a  contained in Exception No.l of 4 -4 ,12,

7. The ccntractor has provided heavier  straps which have the
desired e f fec t  of preventing ro ta t ion  of the spr ink le r  head
guards.

The purpose of the head guards is to prevent damage to the
sprinkler heads during the process of removing books from the
top shelves. The hea» cc ' l ec t ing  fins are loca ted  s l ight ly
Below the head guards to prevent the head guards from
impeding the spr ink le r  spray pattern when the spr ink ler  head
operates ,

8. The tunnel is a non- combust i bl e , fire res is t i ve  return air
duct. There 1s no requirement under NfrA 1 3- 1 987 to
sprinkler such ducts.  The tunnel was shown uns pr i nkl ered on
tne drawings submitted to the City of Vancouver. I t  is also
noted that a l l  ve r t i ca l  shafts are sprinklered.

All other items contained in Mr. Kapplers' report have been
brought to the contractors*  a t ten t ion  for completion.

tN- i iNURS ANO CONSut TANTS IN FHOTECTtON M«1»  i f  CuRiTV
AF; . . iAT tOCW»iCtS  • C"ICAGG . SAN NUNCISCO • ( .MAMKUS . NEW r OR* . AASn TON . AT LAN I •



-2Hr. A. R. Ross

The pressure test  Cer t i f i ca te ,  dated September 8 ,  1988, and
signed by B i l l  Hutchinson Ind ica tes  that spr ink le r  protection 1s
required beneath the canopy on level 4.

Under 4 -4 .10 .2  of NFPA Ho. 13-1987 sprinklers are required under
ex te r io r  combustible canopies exceeding 4 f t .  1n width. The
canopy is non- combust I bl e and 1s not used for s torage  or handl ing
of combustibles. This area was shown unspr I nkl e red on the
drawings submit ted to the City of Vancouver.

We trust that the foregoing Is satisfactory  . Should you have any
questions or requ i re  addi t ional  Information, p lease  let us know.

fours very t ru ly .

GAGE-BABCOCK & ASSOCIATES LTD.
5.15(1), s.22(1)

Tim Ki Lenthan.  P. Eng.

TKL/bjc
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