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From: Park Board GM's Office
Sent: Tuesday, August 03, 2021 9:53 AM
To: PB Commissioners
Cc: PB SLT (Senior Leadership Team) - DL; PB Communications
Subject: Stanley Park Fire Concerns & Temporary Overnight Closure - Board Update

Hello Commissioners, 

The purpose of this email is to inform you of continuing fire concerns in Stanley Park due to the ongoing dry 
conditions.  

As you may have heard in the media, we experienced some fires in Stanley Park yesterday, with one fire in the 
area of the Totem Poles. Vancouver Fire and Rescue Services (VFRS) attended and determined a discarded 
cigarette to be the cause. The other fires were also caused by human activity and both VFRS and Rangers 
worked to extinguish them.  

As noted in the news release below, we will continue to close the park at night and monitor closely during this 
exceptionally dry and hot season.  

Regards, 

Donnie 

Donnie Rosa | General Manager  
Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation 
2099 Beach Avenue, Vancouver | 604.257.8448 
pronouns: she/they 

I live and work on the unceded, ancestral territories of the xʷmәθkʷәy̓әm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and sәlilwәtaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) 
peoples. 

From: PB Communications <PB.Communications@vancouver.ca>  
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 11:01 AM 
Subject: News Release: Stanley Park to temporarily close overnight due to extreme fire risk 

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation  
News Release 
July 30, 2021 

Stanley Park to temporarily close overnight due to extreme fire risk 

The Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation will be temporarily closing all non-essential access 
to Stanley Park between the hours of 10 pm and 6 am beginning tonight. The closure is being 
activated in an effort to reduce the fire risk to the park, which is extreme due to the current drought 
conditions and sustained heat events.  

Park Rangers will set up temporary overnight access control points at five locations across the park 
to reduce the number of individuals in the park overnight. Vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians and 
anyone who does not require access to the park will be turned around at access control points.  
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Anyone requiring entry into the park during the closure, including the #19 bus, emergency services, 
patrons and staff of park businesses, will be permitted to enter through the control points. 
Individuals who remain in the park after the closure begins will have unrestricted access to leave 
the park through the control points.  

The access control points will be positioned at the following locations: 

 Traffic circle off Georgia Street  
 The corner of Barclay and Park Lane 
 The corner of Beach Ave and Park Lane 
 The South exit of the Stanley Park Causeway 
 The North Exit of the Stanley Park Causeway 

The Causeway will remain open. Access to the seawall will be closed. Signage will be placed along 
the access points of the seawall to advise pedestrians and cyclists of the closure. Park Rangers will 
be patrolling the park throughout the closure to monitor activity.   

“The current conditions in Stanley Park are extreme right now and given the size of the park, the 
risk of a fire breaking out overnight when fewer people may notice it or report it presents a 
significant threat to the wellbeing of the park, its trees, wildlife, and everyone who relies on the park 
and its ongoing health,” said Amit Gandha, Director of Park Operations. “We have been in close 
contact with our partners at Vancouver Fire and Rescue Services as well as the Vancouver Police 
Department and they fully support this proactive measure to reduce the risk of a catastrophic fire in 
the park.” 

The temporary closure will be in effect seven days a week beginning Friday, July 30 and will extend 
indefinitely until the fire risk has been significantly reduced.  

Stanley Park is Vancouver’s largest urban park, with more than 400 hectares of naturalized West 
Coast forest. The park has approximately half a million trees – mostly cedar, fir, and hemlock – 
some of which are hundreds of years old.   

The park has a vast history and has historical and present day cultural significance to the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh nations, whose ancestors first inhabited the unceded 
territory. 
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