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Broadway Plan
Streets and Public Realm Workshop



Welcome!
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1. Introductions + Background (20 min)

2. Exercise #1: Mapping How We Experience Space and Travel (30 min)

3. Presentation: What’s Working Well, What Needs Attention, and Draft 
Objectives (20 min)

4. Dinner Break and Display Boards (30 min) 

5.   Exercise #2: Vision for the Future (60 min) 

6.   Report Back (10 min)  

7. Closing and Next steps (5 min)
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Today’s Outline



Vancouver is growing, and it's growing fast. It is more important 
now than ever that the city continue to foster Public Life with:

• Invitations to spend time in the 
public realm all year-round, for all 
Vancouverites.

• Opportunities to connect and 
socialize with each other.
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• A public realm that supports 
everyday life experiences, not just 
events.

• Opportunities for Vancouverites to 
shape their public realm and 
actively participate.



PUBLIC LIFE

Public Life is the shared 
experience of the city created 
by people when they live their 

lives outside of their homes, 
workplaces and cars. It is the 
everyday life that unfolds in 

streets, plazas, parks, and spaces 
between buildings. 
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Photo credit: Daniel Maldoff (Flikr)



PUBLIC SPACE

Public Spaces are all places 
publicly owned or of public 

use, accessible and 
enjoyable by all for free and 

without a profit motive.
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The high quality of life that we enjoy is very much interconnected with 
public space and public life; successful public spaces and public life 
promotes civic agency, fosters health and sustainability, supports local 
business, builds social capital, and connects people to their local 
communities. 7

Why Public Life Matters
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Study Area

• Broadway Plan provides an opportunity to coordinate transit-
supportive land use, housing, jobs, transportation 
improvements, public space design, and amenities with the 
future Broadway Subway

• Study area is generally from Clark Drive to Vine Street, between
1st Avenue and 16th Avenue
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Quick Facts:
• 2nd largest employment area in the province
• 84,400+ jobs (20% of city)
• 78,000+ people (12% of city)
• 42% of units are rental housing (<1% vacancy rate)

Kitsilano Fairview Mt Pleasant

False Creek Flats

16th Avenue

1st Avenue

Broadway Plan: Study Area



On June 20, 2018, Council put in place:

1. Terms of Reference for the Broadway Planning Program

2. Interim Rezoning Policy during the planning process

3. Development Contribution Expectation to limit speculation in the study 
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Broadway Plan: Council Direction



Key Objectives of the Plan

• Create additional housing (esp. rental/non-market) close to transit
• Increase the amount of job space within Central Broadway
• Enhance commercial shopping streets and local business opportunities
• Improve the transportation network, public spaces, and gathering opportunities
• Secure additional public benefits and amenities
• Ensure planning process maximizes community benefits by integrating different planning 

disciplines 11



Endorsed by City Council:
• Support affordable, diverse, equitable and inclusive complete 

neighbourhoods
• Support Reconciliation with First Nations and urban Indigenous peoples
• Foster a robust and diverse economy
• Demonstrate leadership in sustainability and resilience
• Encourage contextual design
• Recognize and enhance the area’s distinctive neighbourhoods and 

places
• Enhance Broadway as a Great Street
• Provide and support healthy transportation options
• Create and enhance parks and public spaces
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Guiding Principles



Broadway Plan:
Land Use | Urban Design | Housing | Jobs | Parks & Public Spaces 
Heritage | Arts & Culture | Transportation | Utilities | Public Benefits 

Planning Phases and Products
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Scenarios 
Engagement
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Rapid Transit Along Broadway

• Broadway is home to the:

– Busiest bus route in Canada and the USA

– Largest hospital in Western Canada

– Largest university in Western Canada

– Second largest job centre in BC

• Metro Vancouver to grow by 1 million new residents and 600,000 new jobs over the next 30 years

• Rapid transit to UBC has been prioritized and will be delivered in two phases:

– Broadway Subway Project to Arbutus underway

– Planning for Arbutus to UBC SkyTrain
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Broadway Subway Project (to Arbutus)

• 6 km extension, 
primarily tunneled 
below Broadway

• 6 underground 
stations

• Full underground 
integration with 
Broadway – City Hall 
Canada Line station

• Designed to 
accommodate future 
rapid transit to UBC

• Construction 2020–
2025
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Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: City Policies



17

Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: City Policies



Nodes of activity
Community links
Physical patterns
Gateways to the inner city
Topography and views 18

Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: 
C-3A Guidelines

Street trees and landscaping
Lighting
Local area traffic, parking, lanes
Usable open space
Building character
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C-3A Guidelines – Fairview and Burrard Slopes

False Creek Connection
• Develop Heather, Laurel, and Spruce Street as 

major pedestrian ways between Broadway and 
False Creek Community

• Landscaped pathways, street closures/linear 
park and bridges to be explored over 6th Ave.

Burrard Slopes Greenway 
and Open Space Concept
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C-3A Guidelines – South Granville Area

Shopping Streets
• Diversity of 

ground-level small 
businesses 

Corner Locations
• Places for gather –

e.g. restaurants, 
cafes, groceries, 
public libraries



5 drainage areas

Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: One Water Approach



WITH NATURE
PLAN

DESIGN
ENGINEER

THE PARADIGM SHIFT



absorbent 
landscape

rainwater 
harvesting detention 

tank

blue-
green 
roofs

wetland

bioswale

rainwater 
tree 

trenches

permeable 
pavement
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A water 
sensitive 
future

Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: One Water Approach



Foundation for Streets and Public Realm: Parks Approach
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Parks Objectives:
• Grow and renew parks, 

community centres and 
recreation assets to keep 
pace with population 
growth, existing park 
deficiencies and 
evolving needs

• Protect existing parks 
and recreation spaces 
from loss, encroachment 
and densification

• Create a green network 
that will connect our 
parks, waterfront and 
recreation areas



Explore
visions and priorities 

for transportation and the public realm 
in Broadway Area and 

Fairview Neighbourhood
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Today’s Workshop Objective



Exercise #1: Mapping How We 
Experience Space and Travel 
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Mapping How We Experience Space and Travel 

• Pre-workshop: Individual trip diary exercise

• Group mapping

• Use the following colours to map out your trips:
• Blue: Walking/rolling
• Green: Cycling
• Red: Transit
• Orange: Driving
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Mapping How We  Experience Space and Travel 
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What is your current 
experience of the public life in 
the Broadway area?



What Works Well,
What Needs Attention
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Enjoyable to walk around
- Many options to get around between homes, businesses, 

parks and open spaces and other daily needs – e.g. 10th

Avenue bikeway and transit services
- Mature street trees that form a canopy above offering 

comfortable places to walk and enjoy
- South Granville Street  offers a mix of shops, restaurants, 

cafes

Diversity of buildings and appealing views
- Range of design and building styles
- Sloped topography offers views to North Shore mountains

Regional importance
- Vancouver General Hospital and Vancouver City Hall form 

economic centre of Uptown

Fairview – What Works Well



Fairview- What Needs Attention

• Difficult to access Granville Island

• Concerns about traffic and pedestrian safety

• Walkability should be enhanced, particularly 
on commercial streets

• Lack of all ages and abilities bike facilities

• Limited pick-up/drop-off space, accessible 
parking



• Wide sidewalks for easy rolling and walking
• Diverse shops, local businesses
• Plazas, patios, places to gather
• Use nature to absorb extra rainwater
• Street trees and plantings
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Future Fairview



• Many transportation options
• Bike parking 
• Retain parking, 

accommodate cars as well as 
pedestrians

• Car-free or car-light areas
• Charging stations for electric 

vehicles
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Future Fairview



Draft Streets and Network Objectives for 
Broadway Area and Fairview
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Draft Streets and Network Objectives

1. Prioritize a safe, convenient, equitable, and enjoyable active 
transportation and transit experience for people of all ages and 
abilities

• Related guiding principles:
• Demonstrate Leadership in Sustainability and Resilience
• Support Affordable, Diverse, Equitable and Inclusive Complete 

Neighbourhoods
• Enhance Broadway as a Great Street
• Provide and Support Healthy Transportation Options



Examples:

• Wide, continuous sidewalks, and safe 
pedestrian crossings

• All ages and abilities cycling facilities 
that provide comfortable and direct 
access to key destinations

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



Examples:

• Curbside space that allows for different uses 

• E.g. Pick-up/drop-off spaces, loading 
spaces, transit stops, bicycle parking, 
accessible parking, rainwater management 
facilities

• Other pedestrian, cycling, and transit amenities 

• E.g. Weather protection, washrooms, 
lighting, transit priority, curb bulges/shorter 
crosswalks

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



2. Accommodate people and goods movement to and from 
businesses in the plan area and beyond.

• Related guiding principles: 
• Foster a Robust Diverse Economy
• Provide and Support Healthy Transportation Options

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



Examples:

• Laneways that allow commercial vehicles to 
easily access businesses and load/unload 
goods 

• Curbside space that allows for different uses 

• E.g. Pick-up/drop-off spaces, loading 
spaces, transit stops, bicycle parking, 
accessible parking, rainwater 
management facilities

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



3. Create opportunities for enhanced, animated, equitable, 
diverse and programmable public and gathering spaces, and 
enable and encourage creative uses of the street to foster a
vibrant public life and to support local businesses.

• Related guiding principles:
• Support Affordable, Diverse, Equitable and Inclusive Complete 

Neighbourhoods
• Enhance Broadway as a Great Street
• Recognize and Enhance the Area’s Distinctive 

Neighbourhoods and Places
• Create and Enhance Parks and Public Spaces
• Support Reconciliation with First Nations and Urban Indigenous 

Peoples

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



Examples:

• Interactive art displays, plazas, parklets, and 
patios 

• Street furniture and amenities such as benches 
and enhanced lighting

• Plantings and greenery

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



4. Increase the street tree canopy and enable connected 
opportunities for integrated water management to improve 
the local ecology and biodiversity, and enhance the 
experience of the streets.

• Related guiding principles:
• Demonstrate Leadership in Sustainability and Resilience
• Enhance Broadway as a Great Street
• Create and Enhance Parks and Public Spaces
• Support Reconciliation with First Nations and Urban 

Indigenous Peoples

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



Examples:

• Street trees that are adaptable and can 
withstand drought

• Rain gardens and other features to 
celebrate and increase awareness of the 
role of water in an urban area

• Large tree trenches to manage rainwater 
and maximize tree growth

Draft Streets and Network Objectives



• Develop context-specific 
design, no one-size-fits-all

• Use ideas and feedback 
from workshop to revise 
objectives and inform 
next phase of Broadway 
Planning process
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Our Approach



Exercise #2: Vision for the Future
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Visioning for the Future
Imagine that in 2050, the Broadway area as a whole and the 
Fairview neighbourhood has achieved our draft objectives and 
is now inclusive, vibrant and resilient.

• Re-imagine the trips you were making in the first exercise. 
what would those trips look like now? 

• Public life in Fairview area:

• Re-imagine the streets moving east west, what would the 
public life look like?

• Re-imagine streets moving south- north, what would the 
public life look like? 52



Report Back
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In one sentence…
describe what is your table’s 2050 vision



Visioning for the Future

Each table has two facilitators – a table facilitator + 
graphic facilitator

Each table has a resource package with:
• Maps of current transportation system
• Photos of examples showing how our public space is 

or can be designed
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1. Prioritize safe, convenient, equitable, and enjoyable active 
transportation and transit experience for all people

2. Accommodate people and goods movement to and from 
businesses

3. Create opportunities for public and gathering spaces to foster 
a vibrant public life and to support local businesses.

4. Increase street tree canopy and integrated water 
management opportunities.
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Summary of Draft Streets and Network Objectives



Broadway Plan:
Land Use | Urban Design | Housing | Jobs | Parks & Public Spaces 
Heritage | Arts & Culture | Transportation | Utilities | Public Benefits 

Next Steps
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Scenarios 
Engagement



Thank you!
www.vancouver.ca/broadwayplan

broadwayplan@vancouver.ca
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