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WELCOME TO THE OPEN HOUSE
PUBLIC REALM PLAN - CAMBIE CORRIDOR

Thank you for coming to the Cambie Corridor
Public Realm Open House!

Place
a dot
where
you
live

Please provide us with your comments and ideas.
We will use your input to help refine the plan and
will report back with an updated version in Spring
2013.
Information Presented at the Open House
At this open houses there are a series of boards which
outline:
•
•
•
•
•

What a Public Realm Plan is and how improvements
could be implemented;
A review of the Cambie Corridor Plan;
Ideas and strategies for creating Cambie Street as an
important green corridor in the City – the Green Carpet
Strategies to reinforce Cambie Corridor as a green
network of streets, lanes, parks, greenways, plazas and
memorable places
Ideas on how to reinforce Cambie Street as a Ceremonial
Boulevard and improve environmental sustainability

Questions?
Staff from the City of Vancouver and PWL Partnership the consultant firm developing the Public Realm Plan are happy to answer any questions you may have.

City of Vancouver
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CAMBIE CORRIDOR PLAN
CAMBIE CORRIDOR PLANNING PROGRAM
The opening of the Canada Line for the 2010 Winter
Olympics was a catalyst for significant change in the
city and the region. The Cambie Corridor Plan builds
on the success of this 19 kilometre rapid transit
system that links Vancouver with central Richmond
and the Vancouver International Airport.
The Plan addresses greenhouse gas emissions by
concentrating employment uses and residential
capacity to areas well served by transit. The Plan
also responds to and enhances neighbourhood
character through a fine grained approach to the
public realm and creating linkages throughout the
corridor.
Phases of the Cambie Corridor Planning Program
Phase 1 – Planning Principles and Interim Rezoning Policy
(adopted by Council 2010)
Phase 2 – Policy for Core sites - indicated in black on the map
(adopted by Council 2011)

Marpole
Community
Plan

Cambie Corridor Study Area
Phase 2 (Approved May 2011)
Phase 3 (To be determined)

Current Work - Implementation of the Cambie Corridor Plan
• Public Realm Plan (today’s open house)
• District Energy Strategy for the Corridor
• Utility Servicing Strategy
• Public Benefits Strategy
Phase 3 - Future Work
Planning for the transit influenced areas (indicated in grey)
• Phase 3 work south of 57th Ave is being done as part of
the Marpole Community Plan (currently underway)
• Phase 3 work north of 57th will commence once the
Community Plans are complete

Marpole Community Plan

Marpole Community Plan currently
underway. For more information
visit vancouver.ca/marpole
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CAMBIE CORRIDOR PLAN
APPROACH AND GOALS

The approach to the public realm, as outlined in the
Cambie Corridor Plan, is to create a fine-grained pattern
of plazas, parks and connections that strengthen
the existing open space structure found within each
neighbourhood.
Goals
The Cambie Corridor Plan outlines key goals for a public realm
strategy:
•
•
•
•
•

To help create a unique identity for this part of the city
To knit together a new high quality public realm within the
structure of the existing neighbourhoods
To create environments that are memorable, comfortable,
and foster a sense of community
To create places that connect the community together and
with other amenities in the neighbourhood
To increase access to nature for all residents

The Cambie Corridor Plan provides directions for key urban systems and public realm elements:
Movement:

Connections:

Public Plazas:

Habitat:

Streets and Lanes:

Green Spaces:

create safe and easy
routes throughout the
Corridor that prioritize
walking and cycling

enhance and connect
habitat to improve
biodiversity and
ecosystem health

add permeability to the
neighbourhood structure
to link community
amenities and improve the
pedestrian realm

create a series of public
spaces that link the
Corridor together while
providing a variety of local,
community gathering
spaces

create a series of public places
that link the Corridor together
while providing a variety of
local, community gathering
spaces

connect green space along
the Corridor and recognize
and reflect the importance
of the Cambie Heritage
Boulevard
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CITY POLICIES
FRAMEWORK

City of Vancouver Greenest City 2020 Action Plan:

City of Vancouver Transportation 2040
2020 ACtion PLAn

Transportation 2040
Plan as adopted by Vancouver City Council on October 31, 2012

W 1. PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

GOAL 2 - CLIMATE LEADERSHIP
Eliminate dependence on fossil fuels

“Selecting hardy tree species and increasing tree maintenance including windfirming measures.”
“Promoting permeable surfaces to decrease runoff and street flooding during
heavy rain events.”

GOAL 4 - GREEN TRANSPORTATION

W 1.1.

Make streets safer for walking

W 1.2.

Provide generous, unobstructed sidewalks on all streets

W 1.5.

Address gaps in the pedestrian network

W 1.6.

Provide a blueprint for great pedestrian realm design

W 1.7.

Make the city easy to navigate on foot

C 1. CYCLING NETWORK

Make walking, cycling and public transit preferred transportation options.
“Streets, public spaces, and neighbourhoods should be vibrant places that are
alive with people, plants, and activities.”

C 1.1. Build cycling routes that feel comfortable for people of all ages and 		
			abilities
C 1.2. Upgrade and expand the cycling network to efficiently connect 			
			people to destinations

GOAL 6 - ACCESS TO NATURE

C 1.4.

Vancouver residents enjoy incomparable access to green spaces, including the
world’s most spectacular urban forest.

Make the cycling network easy to navigate

T 2. TRANSIT-SUPPORTIVE PUBLIC REALM

“All Vancouver residents live within a five-minute walk of a park, greenway, or
other green space by 2020. “
“Plant 150,000 new trees by 2020. “

T 2.1. 		 Support a transit system that is easy to navigate

“Build and upgrade parks and greenways.”

T 2.2. 		 Provide easy connections and comfortable waiting areas throughout 		
			the network

“Create four to six new mini-parks by converting street rights of way into parks.”

T 4. ACCESSIBILITY

GOAL 8 - CLEAN WATER

Vancouver will have the best drinking water of any city in the world.

T 4.1. 		 Support a universally accessible transit system with a goal of equal 		
			 transit outcomes for people of all incomes, ages, and abilities

“Develop Integrated Rainwater Management Plans for the City that includes
infiltration and rainwater capture. “
“Returning Rain to its natural habitat. “

W 2. PUBLIC SPACES

GOAL 9 – CLEAN AIR

Breathe the cleanest air of any city in the world.

W 2.1.

Enable and encourage creative uses of the street

W 2.2.

Create public plazas and gathering spaces throughout the city

“Increased tree canopy will dramatically reduce air pollution, sequester carbon,
and increased air quality.”

6/

40

Vancouver residents enjoy incomparable
access to green spaces, including the
world’s most spectacular urban forest.
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WHAT IS THE PUBLIC REALM
PUBLIC REALM PLAN

What is the Public Realm and Urban Systems?
The public realm is defined as all public spaces including streets
and lanes, sidewalks, pathways, and open spaces such as parks
and plazas. Public realm also incorporates streetscape elements
such as street furniture, lighting, sidewalk treatments and public
art.

“a comfortable neighbourhood is defined by its wellintegrated and finely detailed public space network...”
[Jan Gehl, “Neighbourhoods for People - Seattle Toolkit, 2010”

Urban systems are the patterns and systems within a
neighbourhood or corridor. For example, movement patterns
through a neighbourhood - how pedestrians, cyclists and
cars move through streets, lanes and pathways to access key
neighbourhood destinations such as parks, plazas and transit
stations.

Implementation of the Public
Realm Plan
Improvements to the public realm occur
incrementally through:

The Importance of the Public Realm and a Public
Realm Plan
The public realm and urban systems has a major role to play in
defining the unique character, attractiveness, walkability and
success of any neighbourhood.
A public realm plan outlines a comprehensive, strategic
approach to how the public realm is developed and enhanced.
A public realm plan can improve connections to destination and
encourage sustainable modes of transportation such as walking,
cycling and use of public transit.

•

Site specific redevelopment as sites redevelop improvements
to the public realm occur such as
sidewalk restoration, additional street
trees and new pedestrian connections.

•

City funds and Capital investments strategically the City may purchase
or repurpose land to achieve public
realm priorities.

CAMBIE CORRIDOR PUBLIC REALM PLAN - PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
December 2012

