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Chinatown is an important part of
Vancouver’s cultural identity. The
neighbourhood is a living symbol

of how Chinese-Canadians have
overcome hardship and discrimination
to make Canada a more just society.

To help conserve Chinatown’s living
culture and heritage, the City of
Vancouver invited proposals for a
series of art wraps from artists with a
connection to Chinatown’s culture and
history. The featured artists and their
installed work were recommended

by a panel of art experts with a
cultural knowledge of Chinatown, and
were supported by the Vancouver
Chinatown Business Improvements
Area Society.
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Deanne Achong, Elisa Yon

Herbal Markers: Immunity, Roots

and Resilience is a series of three
utility box art wraps that celebrate
traditional Chinese herbs commonly
found in Vancouver’s Chinatown. The
artists engaged and consulted with
local herbalists to source and learn
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collaboratively and organically. Each
“Marker” incorporates the three-
dimensional qualities of the utility
box as part of the artwork and can

be viewed and experienced as a
sculptural form. Various herbs, from
dried fruits, flowers, and mushrooms
are represented. The markers serve to
symbolize the health and prosperity
of Vancouver’s Chinatown. They are
everyday reminders to take care of
ourselves and those around us, and to
be mindful of our part and actions in
the changing urban fabric and cultural
identity of the neighbourhood.
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My artwork illustrates the celebratory
sounds of the New Year. The location
of Pender Street brings up vivid
childhood memories of Chinese Lunar
New Year celebrations. It was full

of loud noises: drumming, yelling,
firecrackers popping, and cymbals
clanging. The parade has always been
important to my family as my parents
belonged to a benevolent society and
participated in the parade.
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For this opportunity, | wanted to
capture the sights of Chinatown.

It was difficult to start, as there

are many things one would see in
Chinatown. However, one cannot

deny how ubiquitous cat statues are
in Chinatown. These statues are in
almost every business: butcher shops,
fish mongers, green grocers, bakeries,
restaurants etc. Although the cat,
maneki-neko, originates from Japan,
Chinese merchants see this cat as a
sign of good luck. In Miscellaneous
Morsels from Youyang, China’s Tang
Dynasty author Duan Chengshi (8037?-
863) wrote: “If a cat raises its paw
over the ears and washes its face, then
patrons will come.”

| chose this image for the Main and
Keefer location as it seemed fitting
being in front of a bank and | wish
the new merchants luck. With recent
gentrification, this neighbourhood will
never be the same to me, but | hope
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that Chinatown and its memories will
live on.
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For this opportunity, | focused on the
food and tastes of Chinatown. One of
the main reasons my parents would
take us to Chinatown every week was
to buy groceries. Back in the day, you
couldn’t find soya sauce and sesame
oil at the Safeway. One had to make
the pilgrimage to Chinatown, where
my parents would buy fish, fruit,
vegetables, meat, and herbs etc. One
of my childhood memories involved
going to the bakery; | think it was
Maxim’s. | remembered that there was
a black and white autographed photo
of David Bowie hanging in the corner
of the bakery. It must have been

1983 during the Let’s Dance days. As
many of these businesses demise, |
cannot seem to forget the tasty buns,
pungent smells and bleached blonde
Bowie.

If one looks carefully, one can find an
illustration of Bowie around the top of
the box.

My work explores how meaning, value,
and associations are assigned and
constructed in the material realm.

In my Chinese Herbs series, | bring
attention to a culturally significant
resource that Chinatown has
historically provided and continues

to provide: traditional Chinese herbal
medicine. Chinese Herbs |, II & Il all
pay homage to a rich and vital part of
the neighbourhood that has brought
health and healing throughout history
and continues to remain relevant and
essential today.

Janice Wu 1B

HeEEMERT—TEEASY
mEINEEFISERERNKRE, L
BRI E2HE 2 AR MEIEA
7 Hh—AREMERELE Mg
&, 1THREEE | {R{ESafeway @A
SHITTHI RN  EERESY
BREIEANGE—H  SSEBEE
THREEEYE. B KR BERk
BME, BRIHEHP—RZEROIENZS
RIS | A&z (=0 B,
HERSEN—AR LT —SREX
f#r- &/ (David Bowie) 2 ERIEREER
F . FrLABBRSEsZ 2 1983 E YA
Hilet's Dance IEEEEEEERAYRHZ,
BEINB LU EAREREE | (BREHR
LOERAVEAED. BRURISRIRAIR T —
BEEENAF BRAIREETE,

MRMFAE BRI - (RIERJLUE
EERILSEE A -ERIER
W

CHINESE HERBS &% |, I, Il

HHIEmRET AU S BN RE
HEHMEE, AEETEERY
b BHESRAMEIEIEAGE
ALR—BERHERTEREEIEEE
MXHER, E=RPEERTREMT
BRESEXMWMIE - EERNE
RERNSRERS BIAEZERM
S,

vancouver.ca/murals

N}
>= CITY OF ‘ .’ GREENEST
CITY

ANCOUVER | =&

Gore Av. & E Pender St.
SRR TR




