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ABOUT THE PROFILE

The statistics presented in this profile are based on census data from Statistics
Canada. The statistics use the boundaries in the following map for Chinatown and
Strathcona. The boundary for Strathcona is based on the local planning area
established by the City of Vancouver in the 1960s, to allow for comparisons over
time. The boundary for Chinatown is based on the HA-1 and HA-1A zoning boundary
that define the historic Chinatown area, but varies slightly because census
information is only available in full blocks (whereas the zoning boundary divides the
blocks between East Pender Street and East Hastings Street).

Data from these two areas are presented alongside data from the City of Vancouver
as a whole for comparison. Because Chinatown is relatively small in size and
population, the Strathcona local planning area was included in the analysis as many
Chinatown community members live nearby in Strathcona. The data contained in
this brief profile has limitations, and should not be understood to represent the full
context of the Chinatown community.
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10 OBSERVATIONS ABOUT CHINATOWN

10.

Strathcona’s population is growing at a slower rate than the rest of
Vancouver, while Chinatown’s is growing much faster than both
Strathcona and the rest of Vancouver.

Strathcona’s population density is lower than the rest of Vancouver, while
Chinatown’s recently became much higher than both.

The population distribution for Strathcona includes more male-identified
and older people than for Vancouver. Chinatown has relatively fewer
women, and more people age 25-39.

The vast majority of residents in Strathcona and Chinatown live in
apartment buildings, much more than the rest of the city.:

There is a high proportion of single-person households in Strathcona and
Chinatown, compared to the rest of the city.

Many people in Strathcona and Chinatown have low incomes. More than
half of residents have incomes that are in the lowest 20% of Canadians.

In Strathcona and Chinatown, seniors in particular have lower incomes.
Seniors in Chinatown are over four times more likely to have low incomes
than those in Vancouver generally.

The Chinese population is the largest visible minority group in Strathcona
and Chinatown, followed by Indigenous, Black and Southeast Asian
groups.

Strathcona and Chinatown have a high proportion of Indigenous residents,
about three times that of the Vancouver.

Compared to Vancouver, a smaller proportion of Strathcona residents
know English, while a larger proportion know Cantonese. Chinatown is
more similar to Vancouver generally.



OBSERVATION 1

Strathcona’s population is growing at a slower rate than
the rest of Vancouver, while Chinatown’s is growing
much faster than both Strathcona and Vancouver.
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OBSERVATION 2

Strathcona’s population density is lower than the rest of
Vancouver, while Chinatown’s recently became much
higher than both.

Population Density per Hectare, 1971-2016
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* Note: the boundary for Strathcona used in this demographic profile includes the false Creek flats industrial
land south of Prior Street. The residential portion of Strathcona has a higher population density.



OBSERVATION 3

The population distribution for Strathcona includes
more male-identified and older people than for
Vancouver. Chinatown has relatively fewer women, and
more people age 25-39.

Population Distribution by Age and Gender, 2016
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OBSERVATION 4

The vast majority of residents in Strathcona and
Chinatown live in apartment buildings, much more than
the rest of the city.
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OBSERVATION 5

There is a high proportion of single-person households
in Strathcona and Chinatown, compared to the rest of
the city.

Private Households by Type of Household, 2016
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OBSERVATION 6

Many people in Strathcona and Chinatown have low
incomes. More than half of residents have incomes that
are in the lowest 20% of Canadians.

Chinatown: Population by
National Income Deciles, 2016
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OBSERVATION 7

In Strathcona and Chinatown, seniors in particular have
lower incomes. Seniors in Chinatown are over four
times more likely to have low incomes than those in
Vancouver generally.

Low Income Rate by Age Group, 2016
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OBSERVATION 8

The Chinese population is the largest visible minority
group in Strathcona and Chinatown, followed by
Indigenous, Black and Southeast Asian groups.

Chinatown:
Population Groups, 2016
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OBSERVATION 9

Strathcona and Chinatown have a high proportion of
Indigenous residents, about three times that of the
Vancouver.

Population with Indigenous lIdentity, 2016
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OBSERVATION 10

Compared to Vancouver, a smaller proportion of
Strathcona residents know English, while a larger
proportion know Cantonese. Chinatown is more similar

to Vancouver generally.

Chinatown: Top Ten
Languages Known, 2016
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