August 2021
Newsletter

N}
,é\c/m OF

VANCOUVER

City of Vancouver/LSG Update

e Chinatown community forum set to launch in
October
* Fire Dragon taking shape with community help

Chinatown community forum
set to launch in October

A three-day community forum organized by the Chinatown
Transformation Team in partnership with the University of
British Columbia and the Legacy Stewardship Group will be
launched in October 2021 to spark discussions on the future of
Chinatown as a cultural heritage district.

With a vision to realize Chinatown’s potential as a cultural
destination and to pass on its cultural heritage legacy to future
generations, “Chinatown Reimagined” is the culmination of a
three-year-long process working with the community to create
the Chinatown Cultural Heritage and Asset Management Plan
(CHAMP) and to explore the feasibility of a UNESCO World
Heritage Site designation for Chinatown.

The event will include online sessions exploring innovative
and community-led approaches on key topics including: the
significance of both tangible and intangible cultural heritage,
sustainable community capacity-building, and long-term
stewardship.

Presenters and panelists will include community leaders,
business operators, heritage practitioners, cultural groups, as
well as representatives of Chinatowns in various Canadian cities
and around the world.

To be launched on October 16, 2021, this forum brings together
people who are passionate about Chinatown’s future for
conversation as we reflect on the community’s resilience when
facing challenges and celebrating its long and important history.

The forum welcomes everyone who is interested in supporting
Chinatown by sharing bold visions and tangible ideas to create
a new, vibrant future for Chinatown.

Stay tuned for more details on ways to join the forum.

Fire Dragon taking shape with community help

With less than a month to go before the launch of the exciting
Fire Dragon Festival, a pilot project by the Cultural Heritage
Working Group, community volunteers are busy helping
construct a traditional fire dragon and other preparation works.

To be held from
September 24 - 26, 2021,
the festival will include:

» a display for the

public to view the fire
dragon and interact in
community engagement
events in conjunction
with festivities at the

Dr. Sun Yet Sen Chinese
Classical Gardens; 3
* family-friendly Chinese cultural workshops, story-telling
activities and performances for the public to partake in; and
 retail merchants and restaurants in Chinatown will be engaged
to celebrate the noodles culture, both Chinese and beyond.

For more information and volunteers who are interested in
helping in the event can email volunteer@firedragonfestival.com.

Chinatown House
is now closed

To contact the Chinatown Transformation Team,
please send email to: chinatown@vancouver.ca
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Check out the latest updates from the
City of Vancouver’s Chinatown Transformation Team

Community Update

e Guided tours now available at Chinese
Canadian Museum
Project to collect stories of migration
Join special event to “Light Up Chinatown”

Guided tours now available at
Chinese Canadian Museum
Visitors to the Chinese Canadian Museum’s “A Seat at the

Table: Chinese Immigration and BC” exhibition can now book a
guided tour conducted in English, Cantonese or Mandarin.

The tours are available by appointment on Saturdays and Sun-
days at 4 pm. A tour is approximately 45 minutes long, with an
additional 45 minutes afterwards for visitors to view the
exhibition at their own pace.

Pull ue a chair and lake gl
English guided tours can be F
booked directly at https:/www.
chinesecanadianmuseum.ca/
plan-your-visit. Cantonese and
Mandarin language tours are
available upon request subject
to availability of the tour guide.
Please email seatatthetable.
booking@gmail.com to inquire.’

Earlier this month, the Museum celebrated the first anniversary
of this inaugural exhibition by offering visitors an individually
packaged celebration cookie sourced from Chinatown bakeries.

Guests who took part in a special quiz about the exhibition on
site were also entered into a prize draw to win one of two gift
certificates to a restaurant in Chinatown.

Join special event to “Light Up Chinatown”

Light Up Chinatown!, a free two-day outdoor festival featuring
live entertainment, food trucks, lights and lanterns to welcome
back friends and visitors to Chinatown, will be held on Saturday,
September 11 (11 am to 9 pm) and Sunday, September 12 (11 am
to 6 pm) on East Pender and neighbouring streets.

The event is co-hosted by the Vancouver Chinatown Foundation
and Vancouver Chinatown Business Improvement Area Society.

Visitors are also invited to join the second Taste of Chinatown—
a self-guided culinary tour of Chinatown.

PCHC-MoM project to collect stories of migration

Pacific Canada Heritage Centre - Museum of Migration (PCHC-
MoM) is inviting the public to participate in a project to help
cultivate a wider understanding and appreciation of the history
and heritage of Indigenous peoples and migrants (settlers) in
Pacific Canada.

The purpose of PCHC-MoM’s "From Far and Wide: Pacific
Canada Stories” project is to record the stories of Indigenous
peoples, migrants and their descendants who arrived through
western portals to live on the territories of Indigenous peoples
here in Pacific Canada.

Short video essays (8 minutes or less) of a family or migration
story created by participants will be shared on the PCHC-MoM
website and social media.

For more information about the project, please visit: pchc-
mom.org and/or contact Evelyn at pchcmom.evelyn@gmail.
com.

vancouver.ca/chinatown @
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