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Virtual celebrations ring in Year of the Ox

Instead of welcoming thousands of locals and visitors alike to the streets of Pender
and Keefer to enjoy the lion and dragon dances, cultural dance troupes, marching
bands and martial arts performances, the 2021 Chinatown Spring Festival parade ,
due to the pandemic, was transformed into a virtual event complete with colourful
footage of previous celebrations and New Year greetings by elected officials and

community leaders.

Scenes of huge crowds watching the annual parade last year

The upbeat video jointly produced by
the Chinese Benevolent Association,
Chinese Cultural Centre, SUCCESS,
Vancouver Chinatown Merchants
Association, Chinese Freemasons and
the Shon Yee Benevolent Association
was aired on Facebook and Instagram
on Feb 21, the 10th day of the Lunar
New Year and can be viewed from
the CBA website: https:/www.
cbavancouver.com/?p=8061.

In his greetings to the community,
Mayor Kennedy Stewart read out a
Lunar New Year proclamation honouring
the cultural festivities and the parade
organizers for their hard work.

“While we won’t be able to gather in
person at events like the traditional
Vancouver Chinatown Spring Festival
Parade, | encourage everyone to

keep visiting and supporting local
businesses in Chinatown and your local
neighbourhood,” the Mayor said.

Supported by the City of Vancouver,
the Chau Luen Athletic Club, Chinatown
Today, and the hua foundation, also held
virtual event “An Ox-picious Vancouver
Chinatown Lunar New Year Celebration:
Until the Cows Come Home” to keep
alive this important cultural heritage
tradition of Chinatown.

The event featured lion dancing and

Kung Fu demonstrations that were
choreographed specifically for this
online event in collaboration with Kung
Fu schools across British Columbia, all
done in strict accordance with COVID-19
safety protocols. It also featured a live
eating contest with dumplings provided
by Chinatown’s Kam Wai Dim Sum.

Chau Luen Athletic Club President
Michael Tan, says, “With the Provincial
Health Orders in place, many of us

in the Chinatown community were
resigned to not having any festivities at
all. | am excited that this small group of
organizers, who all have full time jobs,
have volunteered to come together to
organize a communal celebration to help
continue our hallowed cultural traditions
and adapt them to be accessible in
today’s context.”

The event itself was a rousing success
with over 350 families gathering to
celebrate together, not just from
Vancouver, but across Canada
(Winnipeg, PEI, Newfoundland) and
even across the globe (France, Germany,
England).

The Chinese Cultural Center also teamed
up with four other cultural centers from
Halifax, Toronto, Winnipeg, and Calgary
to air a 90-minute program on Fairchild
TV on Feb 21 & 27 to celebrate the New
Year across Canada.
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Chin Wing Chun Tong receives heritage project funding

Heritage B.C. and the provincial
government announced on February

22 that projects from 68 communities,
including the storefront rehabilitation

of Chin Wing Chun Tong in Chinatown,
have been selected to receive funding to
improve community economic resilience,
tourism, heritage, and urban and rural
economic development.

The funding is part of the province’s $10
billion COVID response, which includes the
StrongerBC for Everyone recovery plan
and the Community Economic Recovery
Infrastructure Program (CERIP).

“Funding heritage and cultural projects
throughout British Columbia is vital

for communities and their well-being.
It allows them to remain connected to
their past and it helps to support their
cultural organizations”, said Katrine
Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development.

Lunar New Year x Black History Month: Carnegie
Community Centre bring meals & music to seniors

Doris Chow of Carnegie Centre delivers
a hot meal to resident Yu-Rong LI

Council approves pilot program to assist Chinatown/DTES businesses

A new pilot program aimed at addressing community concerns relating to commercial vacancies and retention of heritage and
community-serving businesses, non-profits and social enterprises in the Downtown Eastside and Chinatown has been given the

green light by City Council.

The Special Enterprise Program (SEP), approved unanimously by Council in January, 2021 is aimed at assisting non-profit and
private property owners to activate their vacant space with cultural/heritage businesses that provide goods and services to the local
community. It will also enhance the capacity of the small business sector to adapt to the current business environment and improve

their operations.

Whether the businesses and properties need support for promotion and marketing, leasing or purchasing equipment, space planning,

assistance to lease a commercial space, or enhancing business operations, the SEP could connect eligible businesses with professionals

to work with them to identify a solution that best supports their operations.

Chinatown House
is now closed

Wai Dim Sum, located at the Kong Chow Society building, which needed

T tEﬂ An example of how the program would work is the family-owned Kam

to grow its business but had challenges to achieve it at their current
location. With the assistance of consultants, Kam Wai was able to eval-
uate their best option for business development and space renovation,
which made it possible for the store to remain in Chinatown. Without the
proper supports, Kam Wai would have left the neighbourhood, adding
another vacant space and leaving one less cultural asset in Chinatown.

Eligible applicants for the SEP includes cultural and heritage businesses,
community-serving businesses, social enterprises, and non-profits/
private properties with a social mandate. The program is expected to be
implemented later this year and expanded between 2022 and 2024. For
more information please contact the Downtown Eastside Planning Group
at: jose.fernandez.garcia@vancouver.ca.

To contact the Chinatown Transformation
Team, please send email to :

In recognition of February’s Black History
Month and to celebrate Lunar New Year,
seniors living in two Downtown Eastside
buildings were serenaded by live musicians
from Afro Van Connect as they received a
warm meal from a Chinatown restaurant.

In compliance with public health orders,
the artists filled the hallways with music
on each floor as residents of Alexander
House and Siloh Place listened from their
doorway.

Afro Van Connect is an organization
focused on empowering the voices

of African Descent Youth through
conversation, collaboration, creation &
performance. https://www.afrovanconnect.
com

Yarrow close to meeting
fundraising goal

Yarrow Intergenerational Society for
Justice is holding a fundraising event to
support its work on reducing isolation
experienced by low-income seniors
through grocery deliveries, medical
accompaniment and interpretation at
appointments, youth-led intergenerational
programming, and housing support.

So far over $45,000, or 90% of its
$50,000 goal, have been raised.

To make a donation, please visit:
yarrowsociety.ca

@ vancouver.ca/chinatown

<) chinatown@vancouver.ca
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