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Chinatown seeks volunteers to join new safety
program

Chinatown gets $50,000 in graffiti mitigation
grants to help clean up neighbourhood

Artist Studio Awards now open for applications

Chinatown seeks volunteers to join
new safety program

A new pilot initiative to enhance safety for residents,
seniors and local businesses in Chinatown will be launched
this month in Vancouver.

The pilot, convened by the Chinese Cultural Centre

and supported by the City of Vancouver’s Chinatown
Legacy Stewardship Group, is a community response to
increasing street safety concerns in the neighbourhood,
which has seen many storefront closures and fewer
visitors to the area during the past year.

The program, which will run until October 2021, is seeking
volunteers among interested members of the public to
join and support the program over the next few months.

Modelled after the Neighbourhood Watch program,

the initiative aims to engage local storefront business
operators, residents and volunteers to be the eyes and
ears in the neighbourhood, to report crimes in a timely
and appropriate manner, and to offer bystander support
to victims of crime when it is appropriate and safe to do
so.

Volunteers and businesses will receive proper training
and have opportunities to learn about issues in the
neighbourhood, and to support Chinatown. The program
will also collect data and information to measure program
success and for future actions.

“Theft, vandalism, discarded needles, and various sidewalk
safety issues continue to impact local residents and
businesses alike and require more support and responses
from the community,” said Fred Kwok, Chair of the Chi-
nese Cultural Centre and the Chinese Benevolent Associ-
ation. The Centre has been a victim of racist/hate graffiti
and numerous acts of vandalism.

By heightening awareness and helping to increase a sense
of safety for those visiting, living or working in Chinatown,
the pilot initiative hopes to form a stronger network of
people who will help address safety issues in the
Chinatown neighbourhood.

Chinatown House
is now closed

To contact the Chinatown Transformation
Team, please send email to :
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City of Vancouver’s Chinatown Transformation Team

Check out the latest updates from the

Community Updates:

e Chinese Canadian Museum wins Public History Prize
BCHF funds Chinese Exclusion Act exhibition
Cross-cultural exhibition aims to build Indigenous-
Chinese relationship
Help needed to support better care for seniors

Chinese Canadian Museum
wins Public Histroy Prize

A Seat at the Table: Chinese Immigration and British
Columbia, an exhibition co-produced by the Museum
of Vancouver and UBC in partnership with the Chinese
Canadian Museum of BC, has been awarded the Public
History Prize from Canadian Historical Association.

Using food and restaurant culture as an entry point, the
project highlights stories that reveal the great diversity

of immigrant experiences and communities immigrants
develop. It also addresses themes of belonging, racism,
agency, resilience and reparation as important facets of the
complex picture of Chinese migrants and their descendants
in the province.

The annual Public History Prize recognizes work that
achieves high standards of original research, scholarship,
and presentation, and brings an innovative public history
contribution to its audience.

Meanwhile, in celebration of Chinese Cultural Heritage
Week in BC, the Chinese Canadian Museum is convening

a discussion to explore the important role that self-
documentation plays in preserving and sharing the diverse
histories and experiences of Asian Canadian communities.

Join “CAPTURE AND CAPTIVATE: Documenting Asian
Canadian Stories through Self-Expression” on July 21 at 5
p.m., and a panel discussion featuring Catherine Clement,
Elisa Yon, and Lawrence Le Lam.

To register, visit: https:/www.chinesecanadianmuseum.ca/
upcomingevents

Artist Studio Awards now open for applications

The City of Vancouver’s 2022-2025 Artist Studio Awards
program is now accepting applications from eligible artists.

This program awards seven studios at below-market rates
to low-income artists working in any artistic discipline at
a critical moment in their career. Studios are leased to the
awarded artists for approximately three years.

In recognition of systemic barriers facing racialized artists,
the 2022-2025 program will dedicate all seven studios to
low-income Vancouver-based artists who are Indigenous
and/or racialized. A minimum of three studios will be
awarded to Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh
artists. Application deadline: Wednesday, August 4, 2021,
at 4pm.

For more information about the program, please visit:
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/artist-studio-award-
program.aspx

@ vancouver.ca/chinatown

<) chinatown@vancouver.ca
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Check out the latest updates from the
City of Vancouver’s Chinatown Transformation Team

Chinatown gets $50,000 in graffiti mitigation grants
to help clean up neighbourhood

Vancouver City Council has approved $500,000 in grant funding to its 22 Business
Improvement Areas (BlAs) for graffiti removal and mural repair in response to impacts

seen during the pandemic.

This funding includes
grants of $50,000

each to Chinatown and
Downtown Vancouver, two
neighbourhoods that have
seen some of the highest
impacts of graffiti. The BlIAs
have expressed an urgent
need to address graffiti
during the summer before
the anticipated return of
customers as pandemic
restrictions are eased.

The City notes that there
has been a rise in nuisance
graffiti from 2019 to 2020
during the COVID-19
pandemic, with an 87%
increase in 3-1-1 service
requests.

“Unauthorized graffiti

is a concern for many
communities and graffiti
removal takes up significant
business, resident, and our
resources.

Recent graffiti found in Chinatown

“We support a Graffiti Management Program that provides
strategic direction and programs to manage graffiti and
graffiti removal services on City-owned properties.

“Businesses and property owners are responsible for
removing graffiti from their property, but we all have
a collective responsibility to manage graffiti and be
stewards in our neighbourhoods,” the City says.

As part of the Free Paint Program, property owners can
receive free paint for graffiti removal twice per calendar
year.

Cross-cultural exhibition aims to build Help needed to sup-

Indigenous-Chinese communities ties

The Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
Classical Chinese Garden
is hosting Rivers Have
Mouths, the first of two art
exhibitions from the public
art program: Solidarity.

The program brings
together local Indigenous
and Chinese Canadian
artists to foster empathy,
understanding and
solidarity between the two
communities.

The artists participating
in the project highlight
and honour the stories

of Chinese-Indigenous
relations and connections

to land both past and present.

The exhibition, open until Sept 12, is supported by
the Legacy Stewardship Group. For more informa-
tion, visit: www.vancouverchinesegarden.com

Chinatown House
is now closed

To contact the Chinatown Transformation

port better care for
Chinese seniors

Villa Cathay, a care home
dedicated to serving Chinese
seniors in Strathcona since
1973, is seeking public
support to complete Phase

2 of its Rejuvenation Project
which aims to provide 97
additional beds for seniors on
waiting lists.

The non-profit care home is
required to fundraise $6M in
order for the entire project to
finish by the end of 2021.

Phase 1 of the project, which
includes a new 10-storey
tower housing 127 private
rooms and supplementary
service areas, was completed
in November 2019.

To find out more about

the project and to make

a donation, visit: https://
villacathay.ca/rejuvenation-
project/

Team, please send email to :

BC Historical
Federation funds
Chinese Exclusion

Act exhibition

The Chinese Canadian
Military Museum Society,
in collaboration with other
community partners, is
launching a major exhibition
in 2023 to mark 100 years
since the passing of the
Chinese Exclusion Act,
which banned the entry
of virtually all Chinese
immigrants for almost a
quarter-century.

As one of the three
recipients of the BC
Historical Federation’s
Centennial Legacy Fund
awards, the project aims
to find and scan aging

C.l. certificates, identity
documents issued to all
Canadian-born Chinese
as part of the Exclusion
Act, and support a broad,
province-wide engagement
and community collection
exercise in 2021 and 2022.

The majority of these
documents have been lost
or thrown out. Very few
are in public archives and
any surviving certificates
are buried in family
collections. The certificates
collected in this research
project will form the most
comprehensive archive of its
kind in Canada.

Meanwhile, the book
Chinatown Through a
Wide Lens: The Hidden
Photographs of Yucho
Chow written by Catherine
Clement of the Chinese
Canadian Mililtary Museum
Society also won the
Lieutenant Governor’s Medal
for Historical Writing, as
presented in June by the
British Columbia Historical
Federation.

The entire archive of more
than 600 photos by Yucho
Chow has now been gifted
to the City of Vancouver
Archives.

@ vancouver.ca/chinatown

D chinatown@vancouver.ca
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