VANCOUVER

Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 15t Meeting

Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Tuesday, December 1, 2020
Time: 5:00 p.m. —6:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom Video Conferencing
Present: Alain Chow, Anita Bardal, Aynsley Wong, Bill Kwok, Carmut Me, Elisha Yao, Fred
Mah, Glynnis Chan, Henry Tom, Jordan Eng, Kevin Huang, Kimberley Wong, Laiwan
Chung, Li Jugen, Li Yu Rong, Lorraine Lowe, Mike Tan, Minna Van, Ross Lam,
Stephanie Leo, Susan Ma, Wang Zhao, William Ma
Guests: Henry Yu, Nick Yung, Sarah Ling, Sidi Chen, Tiffany Zhang, Wendy Au
CoV Staff: Alan Chen, Baldwin Wong, Helen Lee, Helen Ma, Joseph Li, Tom
Wanklin, Vincent Kwan
Regrets: Cecil Charles Chi Chung Fung, Charlotte Li, Danny Quon, Fred Kwok, Inge Roecker,
Jun Ing, June Chow, Leslie Shieh, Louis Lapprend, Mark Lee, Robert Sung, Sonny
Wong, Terry Hunter, To Trinh Diep, Y Vy Truong
Agenda
Time Item Presenter/Facilitator
. Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
5:00 p.m. Welcome & Land Acknowledgement LSG Co-chair
) . Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
5:05 p.m. LSG Co-chair Updates LSG Co-chair
. Members’ Open Space for Community
5:15 p.m. Updates LSG Members
. LSG Pilot Projects and Working Groups Project and Working Group
5:25 p.m.
Updates Sponsors
5:30 p.m Indigenous Engagement Sarah Ling
' o REC Working Group Member
5:45 p.m. NEFC Working Group Report Out Kimberley Wong
550 p.m CTT Updates Baldwin Wong and Helen Ma
=0 p-m. ¢ Meeting dates for 2021 CTT Co-Leads
) . . Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
6:00 p.m. Meeting Adjourned LSG Co-chair

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement and Co-Chair Updates
e This meeting takes place on the unceded territories of the Musqueam, Tsleil-Waututh, and
Squamish First Nations.
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A motion called “Sustaining Vancouver’s Chinatown” was brought forward to City Council
on November 24™ by Councillors Pete Fry and Sarah Kirby-Yung and was approved
unanimously. Please click this PDF link for more details. The following are key points:
o Reducing parking meter rates and barriers to active transportation (e.g. public
transit, bike parking, bus stops)
o Creating an incentive program to better utilize Chinatown plaza parkade, including
potentially installing indoor bike parking
o Increasing the 2021 budget to increase street alley and sidewalk cleaning and
sanitation as well as expanding Chinatown Community Stewards Program.
o Simplifying permitting process in Chinatown to facilitate shopping and queuing on
sidewalks
o Working with CTT and LSG to explore how to better activate Chinatown plaza
LSG should continue advocating for business and community group supports to the federal
government after they recently approved a $100 billion spending plan (yet to be finalized)
Update on LSG Evaluation: Co-Chairs are looking at possible formats including the method
used by EMBERS, focus groups on strengths and weaknesses, 1-1 interviews, attendance
data, actions proposed and follow-up, working group effectiveness, role of LSG Secretariat,
frequency of meetings, issues addressed and outcomes. Will keep the LSG updated.
No LSG meeting in January 2021
We have accomplished a lot through the pandemic. This year’s key achievements include:
o Beginning our Indigenous Relations Strategy in January
LSG members made many efforts to counter rising anti-Asian racism this year
Working groups have set successful priority project proposals in motion
Began Northeast False Creek meetings to advise planners on community priorities
Convened an emergency task force and wrote letters to municipal, provincial, and
federal governments to provide economic relief for our living community
Successfully advocated City Council to support a motion for Chinatown’s survival
o Want to acknowledge the seniors who continue to convene together to participate
in LSG meetings (thank you to Nick and our interpreter for supporting them)
o Co-Chairs will compile these accomplishments for reference

o O O O

o

Members’ Open Space for Community Updates

Please donate to the fundraiser for Chinatown Cares Grocery Program for seniors:
https://fundrazr.com/chinatowncares

Chinatown Foundation giftshop launch: https://www.giftsfromchinatown.com/
Commercial Emergency Rent Subsidy program (CERS) was updated last week. Businesses
can now apply directly without their landlords, please share with those who are interested.
CCC’s temporary fences will be taken down next week, now that the permanent gates have
been installed and will soon be ready for use.

The City will be funding a five-month expansion of the Chinatown Stewards Program for
eight more stewards to be trained to provide 70+ service hours per week.

Members are encouraged to visit Museum of Vancouver’s new “Seat at the Table” exhibit



https://council.vancouver.ca/20201124/documents/b3.pdf
https://fundrazr.com/chinatowncares
https://www.giftsfromchinatown.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/subsidy/emergency-rent-subsidy.html
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LSG Pilot Project and Working Groups Updates

Small Business: Working group has not met for some time, but members are engaged with
other community projects. The working group will be reconvening in the new year.
Streets and Safety: Met with organizations such as CCC, VCPC, BIA, VCMA, SUCCESS, and
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden to discuss coordination of safety and security service provision. CCC
is also piloting a “Good Neighbours, Safe Streets” program, but are waiting for an update.
Cultural Heritage: Working group has not met, but Carmut, Fred Mah and Sonny have been
planning the Fire Dragon Festival. The festival is postponed to mid-autumn of 2021.
Relationship-building (REC): Working group is meeting every week. Chinatown Today is
wrapping up its book about stories of Chinatown’s businesses and organizations adapting
through COVID and will be ready this week. They will have a virtual preview event.
Indigenous education and capacity-building have been happening through Sarah Ling and
Sidi’s presentations to the LSG.
Low-Income Group: Looking for dialect-speaking volunteers to bring the research survey to
Chinese-speaking tenants in SROs, specifically Sze-Yup and Hakka speakers who can use
cellphones for virtual meetings. Please contact Nick if you know any potential volunteers.
o Mike Tan and Stephanie Leo can speak Sze-Yup and might be available to assist
*Reminder about reporting requirements for priority project funding agreements: each
project is required to produce a 2-page report upon completion for submission to the City.

Presentation: “Unpacking Misconceptions of Indigenous Peoples”
Sarah Ling, Sidi Chen — Relationship-Building, Public Education, Capacity-Building Working Group

See attached slides for reference

Discussion: How do we know the answer to question 5: “with regards to having a higher
tolerance and acceptance for other cultures than their neighbours, which group of people
expressed a higher tolerance”?

o The question was taken from a study that used a variety of research methods.
These included 1-on-1 interviews up to 2 hours in length, with a substantive
number of participants conducted over a year. Sarah can share the link to the
study with LSG as well as report back on their specific methodology.
https://www.uaps.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/UAPS-Vancouver-report.pdf

Storytelling: Baldwin’s experiences building relationships with Indigenous groups

o CBC Radio interview with an Indigenous person from Kelowna showed explicit
racism during hospital service from hospital staff. Additionally, an Indigenous
person in the DTES did not want to take his mother to the hospital for COVID
treatment because he was afraid of how they would treat her. As a result, she fell
into a coma and passed away a month later.

o 10 years ago, the Vancouver Dialogues Project was started because Indigenous
people were being treated very differently. Their first meeting was opened by
Musqueam elder Delbert Guerin, who launched, and won, a landmark lawsuit
against the Government of Canada claiming that they had not fulfilled their
fiduciary duty to Aboriginal peoples. It took him five years to find a lawyer who
was willing to represent him.



https://www.uaps.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/UAPS-Vancouver-report.pdf
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o At this time, the Musqueam Nation was also experiencing troubling negotiations
with the City of Vancouver for providing services to the Musqueam community. A
City Councillor told Elder Guerin to picket City Hall for service provision instead.
They did, and successfully pushed Council to support them.

o When we say we want to build relationships with Indigenous people, what do we
mean? Chinese-Canadians tell stories about being treated unfairly, but in the same
way we need to get to know Indigenous people directly to hear their stories too.

Additional resources shared in comments:

o First People’s Guide has a section on Myths and Facts about Vancouver’s First
People’s: https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/First-Peoples-A-Guide-for-Newcomers.pdf
City of Vancouver Dialogues Project PDF
CBC article: “Fear of racism deters many Indigenous people from seeking medical
treatment, says health-care leader”

o The Tyee article: “Report Finds ‘Widespread and Insidious’ Racism against
Indigenous People in Health Care”

Northeast False Creek (NEFC) Working Group Report Out

An Indigenous design consultant will collaborate with other consultants to design some
public spaces in Chinatown.

Presentation on “Access to Chinatown” was given by Megan Pate and Paul Storer.

A small working group will be convened in 2021 to consult communities together on the
research studies for the Main Street blocks area. The group will include representatives
from Chinatown, Hogan’s Alley, and Indigenous communities. Jennifer Reddy will help
guide this cultural research.

By 2040, transportation plans will include 2/3rds of all trips being made by foot, bike, or on
public transit. Safety and accessibility for walkers is being prioritized.

Meeting recording and translated notes will be shared with the NEFC working group. LSG
members who are interested can request access from a working group member.

It was observed that this was the first time the Transportation division presented to the
community, as well as the first time it felt like City staff had an open mind to feedback.

CTT Updates

2021 LSG meeting dates will be the first Tuesday of every month (except January) starting
at Spm.

Memorial Square Redesign Project is convening an advisory committee for 2021. Will have
members from LSG, as well as from other groups who use the Square regularly (for
example YCC, Chinese Canadian Military Museum, veterans and others)

CTT is drafting an invitation letter to the three First Nations to meet individually or
together in 2021. If there are others interested in discussing this ongoing work, please let
us know.

New garbage can installed in response to the top five hot-spots proposed

Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm


https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/First-Peoples-A-Guide-for-Newcomers.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/dialogues-project-book.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/dialogues-project-book.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whitecoat/fear-of-racism-deters-many-indigenous-people-from-seeking-medical-treatment-says-health-care-leader-1.5817730
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whitecoat/fear-of-racism-deters-many-indigenous-people-from-seeking-medical-treatment-says-health-care-leader-1.5817730
https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/11/30/Anti-Indigenous-Racism-Health-Care-Report/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/11/30/Anti-Indigenous-Racism-Health-Care-Report/
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