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Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 19t Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Time: 5:00 p.m. —6:10 p.m.
Location: Zoom Video Conferencing
Present: Alain Chow, Anita Bardal, Aynsley Wong, Bill Kwok, Brooke Xiang, Carmut Me, Fred
Mah, Glynnis Chan, Henry Tom, Jordan Eng, Kimberley Wong, Leslie Shieh,
Louis Lapprend, Mike Tan, Minna Van, Sonny Wong, Stephanie Leo, Susan Ma, Todd
Huang, William Ma
Guests: Doris Chow, Florence Zheng, Henry Yu, Sarah Ling, Sinder Kaur, Wendy Au
CoV Staff: Alan Chen, Baldwin Wong, Fausto Inomata, Helen Lee, Helen Ma, Joseph
Li, Tom Wanklin, Vincent Kwan
Regrets: Cecil Charles Chi Chung Fung, Charlotte Li, Danny Quon, Elisha Yao, Fred Kwok, Inge
Roecker, Jugen Li, June Chow, Kevin Huang, Laiwan Chung, Li Yu Rong, Lorraine Lowe,
Peter Wong, Robert Sung, Ross Lam, Terry Hunter, To Trinh Diep, Wang Zhao
Agenda
Time Item Presenter/Facilitator
. Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
5:00 p.m. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement LSG Co-chair
LSG Co-chair Updates
e May Vaccination Clinics Updates
e 333 E Pender St Grace Senior Mansion
5:05 p.m e Anti-Asian racism Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
2o pm. e Upcoming meeting with Minister LSG Co-chair
Melanie Mark
e LSG Evaluation
e Response to Engineering (Leslie Shieh)
Community Story Sharing Lorraine Lowe
5:20 p.m. 35th Anniversary of the Dr. Sun Yat Sen Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical
Classical Chinese Garden Chinese Garden Director
) . . . Fred Mah
5:30 p.m. Housing for Chinese Seniors LSG Member
. LSG Pilot Projects and Working Groups Project and Working Group
5:45 p.m.
Updates Sponsors
5:55 p.m NEFC Working Group Report Out Mike Tan
=2 p-m. 9 P Rep LSG Co-chair
. CTT Updates Baldwin Wong and Helen Ma
6:00 p.m. e CHAMP update
. CTT Co-Leads
e  Summit update
. : . Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
6:10 p.m. Meeting Adjourned LSG Co-chair
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Co-Chair Updates & Land Acknowledgement

This meeting is being hosted on the unceded Coast Salish Territories of the Musqueam,
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.

Vaccination update: LSG assisted 300 seniors to get vaccinated with the support of CTT, VCH,
Yarrow, SRO-C, Carnegie Staff, hua foundation, as well as Nick Yung, Doris Chow, Beverley Ho,
Rachel Lau, Wanda Ho, Kayla, Helen Ma and Baldwin Wong

o Two other outreach clinics will operate at Strathcona Community Center on May 11t

and 26™ with a 300 person capacity each; Bao Ve Collective is helping organize these
33 E Pender St Grace Seniors Housing Update — 100 seniors were in danger of being evicted
and displaced by the existing owner, who was selling the care home to another care home
provider with a different population mandate. LSG worked with elected officials and family
members to advocate for the protection of the seniors housing. The provincial government
eventually bought the care home and brought in SUCCESS to take over operations for the
immediate future for a win-win solution.
Anti-Asian Racism Update — Baldwin Wong convened a meeting to support anti-Asian racism
conversations in community.

o Topics that were covered included immediate response work (e.g. hate crime
reporting, by-stander intervention trainings) to long-term capacity building (e.g.
documenting Asian organizations, relationship building between different Asian
communities, and fundraising for anti-racism project incubation)

o Follow-up meetings are being organized with City Councillors, Provincial and Federal
officials

o Hua Foundation is convening Asian Canadians across BC; if you are working with an
Asian organization and are engaging with anti-Asian racism work, please connect with
Kimberley Wong at kimberley.lauren.w@gmail.com.

Kimberley and Mike will be meeting with Minister Melanie Mark to discuss tourism later this
month. Co-Chairs will touch base with Glynnis Chan beforehand.
LSG Evaluation - Please fill out the survey form by Thursday.

o David Lee is looking for LSG members to participate in focus groups on May 19"
(5:30-6:30pm) and May 25 (5:30-6:30pm) for additional feedback.

o Please reach out to chinatown.Isg@vancouver.ca if you are interested in
participating.

Parking response update

o Leslie Shieh drafted a response letter using all the feedback received thus far from
LSG members. The draft will be circulated for a final round of feedback before being
sent to Engineering.

o Please send your feedback in by next Wednesday.

Community Story Sharing - 35th Anniversary of the Dr. Sun Yat Sen Classical Chinese Garden

Story-sharing postponed due to scheduling conflict.
A virtual celebration was held last week with a short documentary on the Garden'’s history.
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Housing for Chinese Seniors

Introduction and welcome: Florence Wong is an intern at SHIBA studying a Master of
Community and Regional Planning at UBC, currently being mentored by Helen Ma.

Thank you to the folks who supported Grace Seniors Home to reach a positive resolution.
Recent UBC and SFU studies on Chinese seniors demonstrated a need for culturally
appropriate seniors housing, including independent living, assisted living, and full time care.
What are the immediate, intermediate, and long-term plans we can put in place?

Some Chinese benevolent associations have buildings and land. Could we assist these
organizations to develop their land for seniors’ housing?

o E.g. The Lee Association has a building at 313 East Pender where they are building
five stories of mixed-used seniors’ housing. The development has taken 10 years of
planning and is the result of a funding partnership with BC Housing. The
development was meant to house Chinese seniors, but it will be open to other
populations because of the joint partnership with BC Housing.

o Such outreach should be targeting society-owned buildings that may not be
registered as heritage (and therefore are not protected from sale or demolishment),
as they may benefit from assistance on how to approach future development plans
for seniors’ housing if they want to provide services to their members.

What is the potential of a Chinatown Development Corporation for Vancouver’s Chinatown
such as the one demonstrated in San Francisco, or the International District Development
Corporation in Seattle?

CHAMP requires a more detailed section with suggestions for housing policy implementation
to be passed by City Council

Bring up buying 105 Keefer with Minister Melanie Mark and Minister David Eby

Are any other seniors’ housing as vulnerable as Grace Seniors House was?

A seniors’ housing needs study was done in Chinatown a few years ago to estimate the extent
of need and the spectrum of housing required. CTT can send this study out for the housing
working group to build on.

The Province is investing $2M for culturally appropriate Japanese Canadian seniors’ housing.
One lesson learned was that Grace Seniors Home was site-ready for development and
SUCCESS was well-positioned to manage the seniors’ home. Are there other opportunities
similar to Grace Seniors Home in the neighbourhood?

o SUCCESS is happy to step into situations like Grace Seniors Home, but there is no
funding being provided through VCH for the operation. In addition, the major
restriction around providing additional seniors care is land. When SUCCESS does not
own the land, the per diem rate for seniors care is higher and for-profit models
usually win out. SUCCESS has been advocating culturally appropriate housing services
to Premier Horgan since 2018 with some buy-in.

We should be working with the city’s housing center staff to identify the different buildings,
their capacities, their issues, and vulnerabilities

A “Housing working group” will be formed to continue the momentum from this
conversation. The first meeting will be convened by Leslie Shieh.
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LSG Pilot Projects and Working Group Updates
e  Cultural Heritage: Festival planning is underway, outreach and invitations will be incoming
within a couple of weeks. If members are interested in planning activities, please reach out to
Carmut Me @ carmutme@gmail.com. The festival is scheduled for September 18-26™.

e Small Business: Working in tandem with Cultural Heritage group to plan the festival, as well
as preparing contributions for the Summit and CHAMP. Shifted long-term goals from 3-5
years to 18 months to address more immediate needs.

o Low-Income Residents and Gentrification: Temporarily shifted gears to support vaccination
infrastructure for seniors. In addition the research is also going well with 60 seniors
interviewed so far. The first draft of the report will be completed in the next couple months.

e Streets and Safety: As a part of the 2021 budget process, City Council has approved
additional funding for extended cleaning in priority areas of Chinatown identified by LSG. This
will include installation of higher capacity litter cans, additional micro-cleaning, and a new
feces collection pilot program (provided by a non-profit organization). Increases to sanitation
services will be in place this month, including flushing, sweeping, litter collection, and a new
enhanced daytime cleaning team that will rotate between the priority areas. Staff would like
to meet with LSG members for additional feedback after implementation this month.

o In addition, the Chinatown safety pilot will be hiring a new staff person soon. The
program is modelled after neighbourhood watch programs, and will enhance the
capacity of neighbourhood members to better support each other.

o Relationship-Building, Public Education, and Capacity-Building — No updates available.

NEFC Working Group Report Out
e Chinatown group sent a position paper to Paul Mochrie and the NEFC Steering Committee,
providing a history of engagement over the last 10 years to date between the City and
Chinatown in relation to the NEFC Plan. The group is now waiting for a response.
o Tom Wanklin reports that the position paper is working its way through various levels
of city staff to formulate a response for distribution.

Chinatown Transformation Team Updates

o CTT has received many comments regarding CHAMP from LSG members already. Please send
your written comments on the CHAMP plan to CTT by next week if you have not already.
Additionally, the plan will be revised to include “Year 1-2-3 actions” and a section to address
the seniors housing issue with input from the new Housing working group.

e CHAMP was also presented to Historical Area Planning Committee and Chinatown Historic
Area Planning Committee. They provided feedback suggesting that the plan needs to
strengthen its language around “built heritage” for both building exteriors and interiors, the
latter of which is connected to intangible heritage.

e Summit planning is proceeding in partnership with UBC to scope out the work, as well as
potential contractors and other partners including SHIBA, Chinese Canadian Museum, the
Province, etc.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45pm
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