Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 27t Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2021
Time: 5:00 p.m. —6:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom Video Conferencing
Present: Anita Bardal, Aynsley Meldrum, Charlotte Li, Danny Quon, Fred Mah, Janssen
Ong, Jordan Eng, Kevin Huang, Laiwan Chung, Leslie Shieh, Li Yu Rong, Lorraine
Lowe, Minna Van, Robert Sung, Ross Lam, Rosy Wang, Russell Chiong, Sinder
Kaur, Sonny Wong, Stephanie Leo, Susan Ma, Terry Hunter, William Ma
Guests: Cecilia Lo, Molli, Sean Cao, Wendy Au
CoV Staff: Alan Chen, Belle Cheung, Branislav Henselmann, Helen Lee, Helen Ma,
Navida Nuraney
Regrets: Alain Chow, Bill Kwok, Fred Kwok, Glynnis Chan, Henry Tom, Inge Roecker, Jugen
Li, June Chow, Mike Tan, Peter Wong, Todd Huang
Agenda
Time ‘ Item Presenter/Facilitator
. Mike Tan & Stephanie Leo
5:00 p.m. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement LSG Co-chair
) LSG Co-chair Remarks Mike Tan & Stephanie Leo
5:05 p.m. e LSG online presence LSG Co-chair
e  Working group objectives refresh and status update
Branislav Henselmann &
5:15 p.m. Cultural Services Introduction Navida Nuraney
Cultural Services
Community Updates
e Lunar New Year Celebrations in the Community
5:20 p.m. o Chinese Canadian Museum All Members
o Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden
o Hon Hsing / Wongs’ Benevolent Association
5:30 p.m LSG Pilot Projects and Working Groups Update Project and Working Group
-0 p-m- e Fire Dragon Display at Chinese Canadian Museum Sponsors
Fred Ma
5:40 p.m. NEFC Chinatown Working Group Update NEFC Working Group
Member
550 p.m CTT Updates Helen Ma
=Y p-m. e CHAMP to City Council in April 2022 CTT
6:00 p.m. Meeting Adjourned




Welcome and Land Acknowledgement

e Avyoung Chinese woman named Christina Yuna Lee in New York was murdered after
being followed home. At the University of Toronto, students witnessed anti-Asian racist
threats from someone brandishing a gun on their Zoom call.

e Asthe Honorable Melanie Mark said during the Chinese Canadian Museum
announcement, “we are all paddling together” towards reconciliation and redress.

e Guests today include Branislav Henselmann and Navida Nuraney from Cultural Services,
as well as Cecelia Lo.

o Cecelia is a graduate student studying Architecture at UBC, and is completing a
thesis on how changing definitions of heritage may impact Chinatown.

Co-Chair Updates

e Henry Yu and Stephanie met to discuss a social media strategy for LSG. Will be revisiting
content from Chinatown Reimagined Forum to share with the broader community.

o  Working Group Refresh — LSG Co-Chairs will be re-confirming the working groups with
their sponsors and share the projects that they’ll be focusing on for the following year. A
Co-Chairs will meet with working group sponsors to clarify scope of work for 2022
before the next LSG meeting.

Cultural Services (CS) Department Introduction
Branislav Henselmann - Managing Director; Navida Nuraney — Assistant Director
e The Chinatown Transformation Team now sits within the City’s CS department. It was
previously under the Social Policy department under Mary Clare Zak’s supervision.
e The CS department centers arts and culture in city work, and houses ~30 staff.
e Overview of Cultural Services’ teams:
i Public Art Team - commissions and maintains city’s public art work
ii.  Cultural Infrastructure and Spaces Team — looks at the cultural sector’s needs in
terms of buildings and space
iii. Grants and Awards Team - distributes funding to arts and culture organizations
iv. Music Team — promotes the city as a live music hub
V. Policy and Projects team — writes policy that guides the arts and culture sector
vi.  Chinatown Transformation Team — led by senior planner Belle Cheung; a new
planner will be recruited soon
e Guiding principles include using a lens that focuses on equity, cultural redress,
reconciliation, and decolonization.
o E.g. what types of groups have been supported historically, and what groups do
we need to better support so that the city’s full diversity is better represented?
o These principles tie into Chinatown and the next phase of work. Chinatown will
be better integrated into work being undertaken by CS.

Questions
e What are some concrete ways that integration into CS would support Chinatown work?
o CTT will be directly supported to make sure its goals and projects will be
embedded in a meaningful way into the City’s Culture|Shift Strategy.
o CSalso holds the city’s largest granting portfolio. The department as been
changing how those funds are distributed, in particular around advancing
cultural redress. This involves funding cultural spaces, etc.



e LSG’s existing relationship with City staff has enabled members to develop projects,
maintain ongoing relationships with staff, and access grant funds without going through
a grant process, but a staff-based approval process instead. Is there potential to further
this kind of relationship?
o The grant portfolio within CS is assessed through “community journeys”. Other
grant pockets include the Great Beginnings pool, which has earmarked funds for
Chinatown work. Great Beginnings will continue to be deployed in the same way
as it’s been so far. After 2022, we will see how these processes will or will not
change. CS is also looking to lower barriers in the grant process overall.
e How will this change or improve our ability to address the issue of Graffiti in Chinatown?
Could we manage or curate graffiti and murals in a better way?
o We know how important this ongoing issue is to Chinatown and that it requires
a lot of attention going forward.
o  While the graffiti management program sits with Engineering, CS is great at
working with other departments to address community concerns.
o CSis looking at different models for how to address graffiti beyond just cleaning.
It is about providing a comprehensive platform with programs to enable up-and-
coming artists to practice, instead of just reacting to unwanted graffiti.
e Whose budget handles something like anti-graffiti coating for buildings, and where could
we apply for that? It could be a tool to protect Chinatown heritage.
o Branislav can set up with Lisa Parker from Engineering or invite her to the LSG.
LSG members have expressed interest in meeting on this topic with the staff
mentioned.

Community Updates
e Lunar New Year is ending, and Chinatown had many community events to celebrate.

o Hon Hsing Athletic Club is one of the only clubs in Vancouver that are still able to
practice and put together a well-attended performance as if it were pre-
pandemic.

o Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden family-friendly programming was also great.

o Chinese Canadian museum has an exhibit highlighting the Fire Dragon Festival’s
achievements from last year.

o Bob Sung hosted a virtual Lunar New Year storytelling session at the Chinatown
Storytelling Center. See link for recording: https://youtu.be/JVsR88CdGzU

e laiwan’s How Water Remembers Phase 2 is up and running. With support from the City
of Vancouver and Sean Cao, 20 cards have been distributed across Chinatown that you
can collect from various stores. 10 art installations have also been placed in bus shelters
around the City. Participate by taking selfies and submit them in a contest hosted by the
Greenest City Action Plan.

o See website link for more information on how to find and use the cards:
https://www.laiwanette.net/#/how-water-remembers/

e Bitter Orientals: Chinatown Futures is hosting another Hot Pot Talks series with Laiwan
Chung and Kimberley Wong. See link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zBCSITalDA

Working Group Updates
e Cultural Heritage: Fire Dragon Festival is applying for a grant from Cultural Services, and
a federal grant (will hear back in July). Exploring “augmented reality” for the event too.


https://youtu.be/JVsR88CdGzU
https://www.laiwanette.net/#/how-water-remembers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zBCSlTaIDA

o Mural and Laneway Activation project is moving forward. A BC Arts Council
Impact Grant for $30k was submitted via Youth Collaborative for Chinatown,
working with the Yee Fung Toy Association. Carmut is working on submitting
another $20k application to the City’s Communities and Artists Shifting Culture
(CASC) Grants, working closely with Laiwan Chung, Sean Cao, and Sammy Chien.
The murals will go up in August and be unveiled during the Fire Dragon Festival.
Activities will take place in alleyway including art projections, performers, etc.

o Chinese Canadian Museum (CCM) — BC provided 27.5 million dollars to CCM to
acquire the Wing Sang Building, currently home to Rennie Marketing and Real
Estate. CCM Board members include Fred Mah, Sonny Wong, and William Ma.

= Given that this will be important to cultural development in the area,
what can LSG do to align itself with the timing of the CCM opening
launch in 20237 It will be a significant opportunity to be a revitalization
catalyst and bring more public attention to the LSG’s goals and actions.

e Seniors Housing: The housing inventory is underway. A researcher has been hired, and
tomorrow is our first kickoff meeting with the advisory committee with representatives
from health, housing, office of the seniors advocate, and housing providers. The group
aims to begin thinking about housing for seniors more holistically.

e Northeast False Creek (NEFC) Working Group: Not much has been done. The working
group is now drafting a 1-pager documenting work completed by the community from
the last 13, and will meet with community groups to review. The final version will be
translated and sent to Mayor and City Council.

o Chinatown’s asks for the NEFC plan still include: Redevelopment of Andy
Livingstone Park so that some space can be reserved for use by Chinatown
residents; retention of Chinatown’s character on Main Street blocks; access in
and out of Chinatown; and housing in a campus of care for seniors.

o Regarding Andy Livingston Park, Park Board told Fire Dragon Festival organizers
that the park was booked up for the full year so they would be unable to use it.

o Can a City staff member help connect us to the Park Board and ask them for
opportunities for Chinatown residents to use park space?

Parking
o There has been no follow-up on the unaddressed parking issues yet.
e LSG Co-Chairs can try to incorporate responsibility for following up as they confirm the
scope of work with working group sponsors before the next LSG meeting.
e The new digital meters have persistent barriers to access and are not user-friendly

Chinatown Transformation Team
e CHAMP is tentatively scheduled for Council endorsement in April. Will update LSG know
when confirmed; members are encouraged to begin preparing speaking notes to council
now. Consider preparing a written statement to submit to Council in support of the plan.
o The purpose of the plan is to formalize a continuation of Chinatown work into
Phase 2, continuing the journey to prepare for UNESCO for the next milestone
which is getting on the 2028 National Tentative List Review.
e Helen can prepare an executive summary for LSG to review. Will discuss in greater detail
with LSG Co-Chairs and Working Group Sponsors on what to cover.

Meeting adjourned at 6:05pm.
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