Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 26" Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2021
Time: 5:00 p.m. —6:45 p.m.
Location: Zoom Video Conferencing
Present: Anita Chan Bardal, Aynsley Wong, Bill Kwok, Danny Quon, Fred Mah, Glynnis
Chan, Janssen Ong, Jordan Eng, Jugen Li, Kevin Huang, Laiwan Chung, Lorraine
Lowe, Mike Tan, Rosie Wang , Ross Lam, Russell Chiong, Sonny Wong, Stephanie
Leo, Susan Ma, Terry Hunter, Todd Huang, William Ma
Guests: Doris Chow, Sean Cao
CoV Staff: Alan Chen, Belle Cheung, Helen Lee, Helen Ma, Wendy Au
Regrets: Alain Chow, Charlotte Li, Fred Kwok, Henry Tom, Inge Roecker, June Chow, Leslie
Shieh, Li Yu Rong, Minna Van, Peter Wong, Robert Sung
Agenda
Time Item Presenter/Facilitator
. Mike Tan
5:00 p.m. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement LSG Co-chair
510 p.m LSG Co-chair Remarks Mike Tan
0 p-m- e Supporting DD Mau Restaurant LSG Co-chair
Community Updates
5:15 p.m. e Celebrate Strathcona Event All Members
e Lunar New Year Event Updates
5:25 p.m. LSG Pilot Projects and Working Groups Update grOJect and Working
roup Sponsors
] LSG Co-Chair Nomination and Election Helen Ma and Alan
5:45 p.m. e Candidate speeches Chen
P CTT
6:15 p.m. Break
. CTT Updates Helen Ma
6:20 p.m. e Staff Introduction CTT
6:35 p.m. LSG Co-Chair Election Results Alan Chen
CTT
6:45 p.m. Meeting Adjourned

Co-Chair Updates
e  Official welcome back to Belle Cheung!
e DD Mau suffered major leaks after frozen pipes burst this winter. Please contribute to
their fundraiser for recovery: https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-us-rebuild-dd-mau



https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-us-rebuild-dd-mau

Update

Pizza Coming Soon is hosting a fundraiser on January 19 with profits being
donated to DD Mau’s fundraiser here:

https://www.instagram.com/p/CYs) sMP23x/

and discussion on Parking in Chinatown:

Timeline summary: LSG sent a letter addressing Chinatown economic recovery
to the City in early 2021; Engineering responded to the parking issues portion by
presenting at an LSG meeting; LSG Parking working group sent a response back
in May 2021; Mike Tan receives a notification in December 2021 regarding new
parking meters in Chinatown without a direct response to the May 2021 letter.
New digital parking meters have been installed in Chinatown with Chinese
language capabilities. They are Wi-Fi equipped and can notify Engineering
Services when experiencing issues such as jamming.

Chinatown Parkade continues to be underutilized and street parking rates
remain unchanged.

Frustrations are ongoing, as conversations about parking with the City started
four years ago through the BIA and have yet to make much progress.

There are concerns that there is no individual is responsible for following up on
LSG’s concerns. LSG could hold this as a standing agenda item until an update is
provided.

LSG may be able to use this election year as a way to highlight important
Chinatown issues.

CTT can support LSG by meeting with Engineering. Mike will follow-up with the
original economic recovery taskforce to continue these conversations. Please
express interest if you would like to join these conversations.

Community Updates

Celebrate Strathcona Event in June 2022: Strathcona Residents Association reached out
to encourage participation from Chinatown community including seniors and others
experiencing isolation. The event will take place on Saturday June 11 in Strathcona Park.

O

O

Seeking advice from LSG on how to reach out to more residents and looking for
a Chinatown group who may be interested in hosting an event or workshop.

The celebration will include a picnic lunch event with a program for low-income
and food-insecure residents and families to build a picnic basket the day before.
Other activities may include a scavenger hunt, a skateboarding/bike workshop, a
soccer workshop, an Indigenous food workshop.

If LSG members are interested in organizing a workshop or supporting the event,
CTT can organize a meeting with the SRA for further conversation. SRA can also
come to present at a future LSG meeting.

Lunar New Year Parade

O

O

The parade is transitioning into a virtual event given new COVID-19 restrictions.
The dinner at Floata as well as events in David Lam Hall and the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
Courtyard will be cancelled as well.

Chinatown Merchants Association has stepped off the organizing committee

Canada Day Drumming Festival at Creekside Community Park by Richard Wong is looking
to expand into Chinatown and will reach out to the Cultural Heritage working group.


https://www.instagram.com/p/CYsJ_sMP23x/

e Dr. Sun Yat-Sen — hosting a small scale Lunar New Year event for families with children
due, along with events from January 29-30"" and February 5-6:
https://vancouverchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-new-year-2022/

e Doris Chow is organizing a virtual event with the Vancouver Public Library:
https://vpl.bibliocommons.com/events/61d8971b66e3c03600e73b46
e laiwan’s project “How Water Remembers” is currently in the Ming Wo windows at
Massy Art Society and is entering Phase 2, will include 20 local Chinatown businesses.
Collaborating with the City’s Sustainability Group and possibly Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Gardens.
o See the following links for more information:
o https://massyarts.com/event/gallery-exhibition-how-water-remembers-by-

laiwan

https://massyarts.com/event/massy-interviews-laiwan/

Laiwan is also exhibiting a solo show at UBC’s Belkin Gallery showcasing her
work from 1980-2000: https://belkin.ubc.ca/exhibitions/laiwan-traces-erasures-
resists/

o Laiwan will be speaking on a panel about Chinatown Futures with Kimberley
Wong, David Ng, and Jen Sungshine on February 16™:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/hot-pot-talks-bitter-orientals-tickets-
219436238697

Pilot Project Updates
e  Cultural Heritage Working Group

o Chinatown Plaza activation activities will be cancelled due to changing COVID-19
restrictions.

o Currently applying to Canadian Heritage local Festivals Grant for $60,000 to grow
the number of artists and performers featured at the Fire Dragon Festival and to
support a greater number of volunteers.

o Laneway activation project: CTT has provided some financial support for the pre-
planning and production work. Carmut Me is working on a grant with Vancouver
Moving Theater and the Youth Collaborative for Chinatown (YCC) to support a
new laneway mural on the eastern alley of Main Street between Georgia and
Union. The wall selected belongs to the Yee Clan Association next to the Eight
Immortals mural. Laiwan is involved with the mural design, as well as artist
Sammy Chien who will project multimedia images onto the mural about
honoring ancestors. The mural will be finished this summer, and the launch
event is being scheduled for September 9-11%",

o Inaddition, the working group is also applying to the BC Arts Council for an
impact grant through YCC and the City of Vancouver’s Culture | Shift program
through YCC.

e Housing Working Group

o The City has agreed to fund the housing study. The working group currently is
reaching out to UBC PhD candidate Louisa-May Khoo to lead the work.

e NEFC Working Group - Have made little progress in meetings with City staff. Meeting
again next week to discuss next steps.
e Low-Income Working Group


https://vancouverchinesegarden.com/events/chinese-new-year-2022/
https://vpl.bibliocommons.com/events/61d8971b66e3c03600e73b46
https://massyarts.com/event/gallery-exhibition-how-water-remembers-by-laiwan/
https://massyarts.com/event/gallery-exhibition-how-water-remembers-by-laiwan/
https://massyarts.com/event/massy-interviews-laiwan/
https://belkin.ubc.ca/exhibitions/laiwan-traces-erasures-resists/
https://belkin.ubc.ca/exhibitions/laiwan-traces-erasures-resists/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/hot-pot-talks-bitter-orientals-tickets-219436238697
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/hot-pot-talks-bitter-orientals-tickets-219436238697

o Areport out workshop on the Low-Income Seniors Needs Research was given to
service providers at the Mah Society in October last year.

o The final report was distributed to CTT at the end of 2021 and will be sent out to
service providers and LSG members soon. The working group has not met yet
since.

e Small Business Working Group

o Request an update on the consultant study from REFM on the Parkade Redesign

o BIAis working with the Vancouver Mural Festival on a mural update on Pender
and Main.

LSG Co-Chair Elections
e Nominations from members included Mike Tan and Stephanie Leo.
e Mike and Stephanie win the LSG Co-Chair election by acclamation. Each gave a short
speech to accept.

Chinatown Transformation Team (CTT) Update

e Staff update: Welcome back to Belle Cheung, who is returning to CTT as the new team
co-lead with Helen Ma. She brings new experience from Cultural Spaces and
Infrastructure under Cultural Services at the City.

o Hiring for CTT’s new cultural planner will begin now under Belle’s supervision.

e In 2022, the Chinatown Transformation Team is transitioning internally from working
under the Social Policy department to the Cultural Services department. This will mean a
more culture-forward approach to future Chinatown work. Managing Director of
Cultural Services Branislav Henselmann will introduce himself at a future LSG meeting.

e The draft Cultural Heritage Asset Management Plan will be presented to City Council in
March or April.

e The City’s Cultural Space Grants are open for applications this year. Cultural Services has
recently implemented changes to make the application process easier and less time-
consuming: https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/cultural-spaces-grant-program.aspx



https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/cultural-spaces-grant-program.aspx
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