Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 24" Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Tuesday, November 9, 2021
Time: 5:00 p.m. —6:45 p.m.
Location: Zoom Video Conferencing
Present: Alain Chow, Aynsley Meldrum Wong, Brooke Xiang, Carmut Me, Danny Quon,
Fred Kwok, Fred Mah, Glynnis Chan, Henry Tom, Janssen Ong, Jordan Eng, Jugen
Li, Kevin Huang, Kimberley Wong, Laiwan Chung, Leslie Shieh, Li Yu Rong,
Lorraine Lowe, Mike Tan, Rosie Wang, Ross Lam, Sinder Kaur, Sonny Wong,
Stephanie Leo, Susan Ng, Terry Hunter, Todd Huang, William Ma
Guests: Doris Chow, Henry Yu, Sarah Ling, Sean Cao, Tiffany Zhang
CoV Staff: Alan Chen, Baldwin Wong, Chani Joseph, Donny Wong, Helen Ma,
Joseph Li, Tanya Fink, Tom Wanklin, Wendy Au
Regrets: Anita Bardal, Bill Kwok, Cecil Fung, Charlotte Li, Inge Roecker, June Chow, Minna
Van, Peter Wong, Robert Sung
Agenda
Time ! Item Presenter/Facilitator
. Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
5:00 p.m. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement LSG Co-chair
. A Kimberley Wong and Mike Tan
5:05 p.m. LSG Co-chair Updates LSG Co-chair
LSG Pilot Projects and Working Groups Updates
e Housing Working Group Inventory Project Update
510 p.m e Fire Dragon and Noodlelicious Project and Working Group
=9 p-m-. e Low Income Working Group Research Workshop | Sponsors
e Laneway Project Grant Update
e  Streets and Safety
Chani Joseph
5:25 p.m. Vancouver Plan Presentation Donny Wong
Tanya Fink
VanPlan Team
. . NEFC Working Group
5:45 p.m. NEFC Working Group Update Members
5:50 p.m. Break
Chinatown Reimagined Forum Debrief and Next Steps
555 p.m e Comments & Observations All members
=2 p.m. e Connection to Pilot Projects, CHAMP
e  Emerging recommendation from Forum
CTT Update .
6:30 p.m e LSG Members Term Extension Update Baldwin Wong and Helen Ma
CTT
e Staff Update
6:45 p.m. Meeting Adjourned




Co-Chair Updates

Sonny’s presentation about Cultural Trust to City of Vancouver staff was met with
enthusiasm. Next steps include a working towards a feasibility study.
Chinatown Reimagined Forum was a great success; archived videos are still available for
viewing on the website.
The Chinatown Storytelling Center opened this week.
The Vancouver Asian Film Festival began this week to kick start its 25" year.
Chinatown Stories Volume 4 is calling for new submissions on the theme “Heat” in
reference to climate change, the heat of passion, or cooking. Hoping to get submissions
from folks in Chinatown and neighbouring communities too.

o Call for submissions; Instagram; Twitter

o Dr. Sun Yat-Sen gardens will be hosting the Volume 4 launch event.
The 2021 Heart of the City Festival just concluded. Two walks in Chinatown were sold-
out, one hosted by John Atkin, and the other by June and Doris Chow. Sid Chow Tan also
hosted an event and presented on a vast collection of archival footage. Overall the week
was successful and well-attended.

Pilot Project Updates

Seniors Housing Working Group — met to convene an advisory committee for the
housing inventory research. BC Housing and Vancouver Coastal Health are on board to
support connecting health and housing. Currently engaging a potential researcher.

o Also met with Minister David Eby who committed staff resources to support the

inventory work.

Fire Dragon and Noodlelicious Festival — the event was magical, with momentum for
another festival next year. The turnout was estimated to be at least ~700 people per day.
Low Income — A research report-out workshop was held in Mah Society during October
to provide a summary on low-income seniors’ living conditions to members of SRO-
owning Societies, CoV housing staff, and service providers such as MOSAIC and DTES
Women'’s Center. There is interest in continuing the conversation to improve living
conditions for seniors.
Laneway Project — A federal grant application for the Laneway Project was not
unfortunately not successful. However, a smaller laneway activation event will still be
organized for next spring with support from the City of Vancouver. The event will focus
on community engagement and may involve new murals.
Streets and Safety — The Chinatown Safety Pilot Project is coming to an end, and the final
report will be released in two weeks for the City and LSG to review.
NEFC Working Group — A meeting with City Managers was held to share four key points
of concern regarding Chinatown: the Carrall St connector; increased park usage
regarding Andy Livingstone Park for the Chinatown community; viaduct block should
have space for Chinatown community; and the feasibility of seniors housing within said
block.

Vancouver Plan Phase 3 Fall Engagement Presentation
Chani Joseph, Donny Wong, Tanya Fink

Vancouver Plan is a 30 year long-range plan to guide the city’s growth with 3 principles:
Reconciliation, Equity, and Resilience.
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e Regional partners such as Metro Vancouver and Translink are updating their long-range
plans as well, providing an opportunity for alignment.

e The “Three Big Ideas” encompass policy area groups that need to be considered for a
city-wide plan including Equitable Housing + Complete Neighbourhoods; An Economy
That Works for All; and Climate Protection + Restored Ecosystems.

e Vancouver Plan will focus on Rapid Transit Areas, Neighbourhood Shopping Areas, and
Residential Areas as building blocks to advance these big ideas.

e Learn more and get involved at vancouverplan.ca. The website is available in traditional
and simplified Chinese.

e The Vancouver Plan engagement team will be in-person at Carnegie Community Center
and Strathcona Community Center in the coming weeks. Please visit the website or
contact a staff team member for more information.

Questions:

e  Will Vancouver Plan include something that addresses questions of equity and how the
opioid crisis has impacted livability in Chinatown?

o Mental health and the opioid crisis are key feedback we have been hearing in
our engagement. These issues are currently represented in high level policy, but
more specific work is happening through the Arts, Culture and Community
Services Department related to decriminalization of poverty and safety. The high
level plan does not include much detailed policy at the moment.

e Does Vancouver Plan address land speculation and its impacts on affordability in the
city?

o Given the long-range and holistic nature of the plan, we have not yet included
policies such as development cost contribution expectation to limit land
speculation. As we move into implementation, it will be important to think
about anti-speculation policy at a neighbourhood level.

e How does Chinatown fit into the Vancouver Plan?

o The regional growth plan has major transit growth corridors that are best
thought as study areas. They are not areas slated for intensive development;
they will require technical studies and more detailed planning to plan for density
that will support rapid transit and how to optimize investments in the area.
Regarding historic neighbourhoods, proposed developments may or may not
land depending on how the studies go.

e The residential potential in Strathcona neighbourhood is large and feeds into
Chinatown’s economy. How does that fit in with Vancouver Plan, regarding possibly
increasing density in Strathcona?

o Vancouver Plan is developing city-wide starting points for neighbourhood
development, and then will adjust for local context as plans for more specific
areas develop.

e Chinatown’s housing balance has more social housing than market housing. Will
Vancouver Plan’s rapid transit development policies take that into account?

o Vancouver Plan’s current housing policies are focused on addressing the need
for secured rental and below-market housing first in neighbourhood planning.
The Plan does look at opportunities to build market housing, but is setting a
priority to not preclude secure rental or below-market housing opportunities by
advancing other market opportunities between those.
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How does the Northeast False Creek plan fit into Vancouver Plan?
o Vancouver Plan will focus on areas that do not have detailed neighbourhood
plans, before proceeding to an implementation phase where more specific
neighbourhood plans can be adjusted based on studies and analysis.

CTT Team Announcements

Baldwin Wong has confirmed his retirement after 30 years of work with the City.
Joseph Li has reconfirmed his retirement after returning to the City to work for CTT in
2018.

Chinatown Reimagined Forum Summary and Discussion

Convened by City of Vancouver in collaboration with UBC, Initiative for Student Teaching
and Research in Chinese Canadian Studies (INSTRCC), the forum was a culmination of
three years of work by the LSG, CTT, and Vancouver Chinatown to explore the potential
of a UNESCO World Heritage Site Designation.

Organized by Dr. Henry Yu and 30 students from UBC, the forum launched as a 3 day
online event series as well as a beautiful virtual exhibition space available for public
viewing here: https://www.chinatownreimagined.ca/

Some forum elements include:

o Six panel sessions on key topics with four to five speakers each.

o UBC produced six films showcasing community-based pilot projects, Vancouver
Asian Film Festival produced another six films, and Chinatown Society Heritage
Buildings Association (CSHBA) produced four documentary films on the
intangible heritage of selected benevolent association buildings in Vancouver
Chinatown, all available through the website above.

Over 175 people contributed to the event and website, which will be available as a
legacy resource for the future.

Debrief and Takeaways

The forum elicited a sense of excitement, camaraderie, and engagement with a broad
audience from around the world.

UBC entrusted its students with the work and everyone is proud of what they have
accomplished and produced.

Congratulations to everyone; the forum was a morale booster that was really needed at
this time. To see all the work we have accomplished and so many diverse people coming
together and being engaged was really enjoyable and important.

The forum was an opportunity to see the love everyone has for Chinatown coalescing as
a collective.

The importance of engaging youth in this work for Chinatown across North America was
made clear.

CTT and LSG should be coordinating across other Chinatowns regarding sharing lessons
and strategies moving forward towards UNESCO aspirations, especially after touching
base through the Connecting Chinatowns panel during the forum.

CTT Update

Memorial Square Redesign Phase 2 Survey — please complete the survey to help staff
confirm goals and options identified by advisory group for the next phase of work.



https://www.chinatownreimagined.ca/
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O

This input will be provided to design consultants that the City is currently
procuring for 2022 through an ethical procurement process.

LSG membership extension — most members will be staying on until the end of 2022.
City Council will be notified that that existing members will be extended for one more

year.

Engineering update: Engineering undertook enhanced cleaning services downtown in
2021. All areas have seen improvements since:

O

The new garbage receptacles in Chinatown have reduced overflow and dumping
issues;

A few receptacles have been moved closer to bus stops as requested by LSG;
The micro-cleaning extension (including street cleaning and needle pickup) have
provided 6500 hrs of micro-cleaning services in Chinatown, resulting in the
collection of 4100 bags of garbage and 19,000 used needles from Chinatown’s
sidewalks and laneways;

A new feces collection pilot from March to September has provided 1000+
person hours to Mission Possible team and have made 10,000 collections in the
Gastown/Chinatown area. 10% of these collections are in response to 311 calls;
the remaining 90% were on a proactive basis;

The sanitation street cleaning (manual litter collection, mechanical sweeping,
and use of sidewalk scrubbers) pilot has removed 11 tons of material from
Chinatown, DT and Gastown;

The enhanced street cleaning services were funded via a one-time grant that is
ending at after 2021. Groups that see a need to continue these enhanced
services for Chinatown, please voice those needs to the City (Council or others
as appropriate) so that they may be considered again for the 2022 budget;

The public can speak to Council on December 1% to comment on the City’s
budget for 2022.
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