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GHG Bylaw

• Establishes energy and carbon reporting rules for 
large commercial, multi-family and hotel buildings

• Energy & Carbon Reporting (ECR)
• Multi-family and hotel buildings ≥ 50,000 ft
• 4 storeys and taller

• Multi-Family buildings include
• Purpose built rentals
• Stratas
• Non-profit housing 
• Others



Annual Energy & Carbon Reporting (Benchmarking)

1.Measure energy/carbon consumption 
2.Compare with: 

• historical performance
• similar buildings 
• reference standards 

3. Identify areas for improvement

"You can’t manage what you don’t 
measure"



$1,200/year cost per suite
• 39% paid by occupant (suite 

electricity)
• 61% paid by the building (common 

electricity and natural gas)
• $1200*100 units = $120,000/yr

Energy Use in Mid and High-Rise Multifamily Buildings 

Builder Insight No. 12 - Energy Use in Mid to High-Rise



Using Benchmarking to Drive Retrofits

• Use ESPM to track energy usage

• Identify energy/carbon uses

• Compare to similar buildings

• Create a plan

• Monitor your progress



Why Require Energy & Carbon Reporting (Benchmarking)?

GOVERNMENTS



Energy and Carbon Reporting across North America



Energy & Carbon Reporting (ECR) Timeline

2024
Commercial ≥ 100,000 ft2

2026
Multi-family ≥ 50,000 ft2

182

2025
Commercial ≥ 50,000 ft2
Multi-family ≥ 100,000 ft2

650 700



• Gross Floor Area - Sum of area of every floor including structural 
elements (walls, columns), corridors, lobbies, and other common 
areas

• Gross Leasable Area - is the portion of GFA that is available for 
tenant use excluding common areas and structural elements

Floor Area



Finding Your Building ID

• Vancouver’s Building ID Lookup Tool
• https://energycarbonreport.vancouver.ca/building-lookup

• Vancouver’s GHG Limits By-Law Reporting Map
• https://energycarbonreport.vancouver.ca/map



Energize Vancouver Resource Hub

• One stop shop for 
existing commercial and 
multi-family buildings

• Regulation details

• Compliance steps

• Resources and support 
available



Scorecards
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Benefits of Scorecards

1. More easily understand your 
building’s energy usage

2. Compare your building’s 
energy usage against other 
buildings of similar size and 
property use type in Vancouver

3. Ability to see how energy 
efficiency projects have 
positively impacted your 
building’s energy usage from 
year to year



Energy & Carbon Reporting 
Steps



Compliance Process

ENERGY STAR®

Portfolio M anager® 

(ESPM )

Upload property details 
and energy use here for 
each building

Building Perform ance 
Reporting System  
(BPRS)

Collects additional 
required and optional 
information that cannot 
be reported in ESPM. 

Also view data snapshots 
and apply for external 
forms such as extensions 
and exemptions here.

1. 2.



1. Property Use Type
2. Building Gross Floor Area (GFA)
3. % Occupancy
4. Year Built
5. Energy use data

Key Metrics in ESPM to Include for Compliance

**For values not marked with an 
asterisk, use either your best 

guess or default values.**



Steps to Comply



Stay up-to-date with Energize Vancouver mailing list at 
http://vancouver.ca/energize-vancouver

ECR Help Centre: energycarbonreport@vancouver.ca (604) 330-3797

Questions?


