
Saturday, February 3, 2018  |  False Creek Community Centre 3:30 – 7 PM 

FALSE CREEK SOUTH 
TOPIC WORKSHOP 6: Character and Urban Design 
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 Welcome  





FALSE CREEK SOUTH 

Workshop series:  

• Explore community values, identify issues, share ideas 

• Develop community-wide planning and urban design 
principles 

Next Steps: 

• Plan for Phase 1 “community edge” 
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH 
Workshop Series 

We Are Here! 
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH 

 Upcoming end-of-lease issues 

 Changing community demographics 

 Long-term community sustainability  

       and resiliency  issues  

 Affordable housing crisis 

 Need to improve connections 
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH 

Introductions:  

*RePlan, committee of False Creek South 
Neighbourhood Association  

• Mission is to create a dialogue with the City of 
Vancouver to establish a process to preserve 
and enhance the False Creek South community 
beyond lease end, enabling the community to 
evolve and diversify in a way that is sustainable 
for existing residents and the City of 
Vancouver. 

 



FALSE CREEK SOUTH 
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Workshop 
Overview  



FALSE CREEK SOUTH  
Workshop Participants 
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• 65% False Creek South residents 

• 35% Non-False Creek South residents 
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH 
Study Area Boundary 
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH  
Workshop Objective 

• Acknowledge what is 
important about the urban 
design of FCS today 
 

• Introduce emerging urban 
design principles and seek 
your input 



1. Introductions + Background 

2. Presentation: History of the Design of 
FCS 

3. Discussion: SWOT 

*   *   *   BREAK   *   *   * 

4. Presentation: Emerging Urban Design 
Principles 

5. Discussion + Mapping 

6. Report Back + Closing 

TODAY’S OUTLINE 
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Presentation  















Historical Context

Waterfront Access



Historical Context

Pathways + Trails



Historical Context

Variety of Experiences



Historical Context

Connecting to Transit



Historical Context

Focus of Activity



Historical Context

Community Uses



Public Realm & Open Space

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
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SWOT  



• What is important about the 
urban design of FCS, and WHY? 

 

 

STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, 
OPPORTUNITIES, THREATS 
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TODAY STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 
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FCS 

 

Break 
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Presentation 



URBAN DESIGN BACKGROUND /
CITY OF VANCOUVER



URBAN DESIGN BACKGROUND /
FALSE CREEK SOUTH



01 REFLECT THE FIRST NATIONS’ LEGACY
Reflect a deep understanding of 
First Nations culture and historical 
connection to the land through the 
planning, design and programming 
of community spaces and buildings.

WHAT WE HEARD /
HISTORY + DEMOGRAPHICS

Oodena Circle at the Forks, WinnipegHaida Gwaii Museum / David Nairne + Associates Mohawk College Hoop Dance / Brook McIroy



02 RESPECT THE UNIQUE CHARACTER + 
PATTERN
Capture and protect the unique 
character and urban design pattern 
of residential enclaves, intimate 
buildings and open spaces, 
naturalistic landscapes and looping 
pathways.

WHAT WE HEARD /
HISTORY + DEMOGRAPHICS



03 SUPPORT STRONG SOCIAL 
CONNECTIONS THROUGH DESIGN
Build on the legacy of False Creek 
South by designing buildings and 
landscapes that promote social 
connections, diversity and equality

WHAT WE HEARD /
HISTORY + DEMOGRAPHICS

Active Public Realm, Buenos AiresSocial Courtyard Spaces, Munich, Germany Co-op housing, Berlin, Germany



WHAT WE HEARD /
SUSTAINABILITY

04 ECOLOGY + GREEN DESIGN
Improve the ecological function of 
the new neighbourhood through 
shoreline restoration, habitat 
enhancement, natural stormwater 
management + green buildings

Vastra Hamnen, Malmo, SwedenVauban, Freiburg, Germany Yanweizhou Park, Jinhua, Zhejiang Province, China



WHAT WE HEARD /
SUSTAINABILITY

05 RESILIENCE
Ensure new development is designed 
to be resilient to sea level rise, 
climate change and earthquakes 
while fostering the social 
connections and cohesion necessary 
for holistic community resilience

BigU, New York South Waterfront Park, Portland, Oregon Community Gathering, Vancouver, BC



SUSTAINABILITY /
A HOLISTIC APPROACH

HOUSING DIVERSITY AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACCESS TO GREEN SPACE ACCESS TO AMENITIESSHOCKS + STRESSES SOCIAL RESILIENCE

GREEN BUILDINGS RENEWABLE ENERGY WASTE WATER TREATMENT

HABITAT PRESERVATION EFFECTIVE PERVIOUS AREAPREFERRED SITES

01 PROTECT + ENHANCE ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS

02 BUILD GREEN BUILDINGS + INFRASTRUCTURE

LAND USE DIVERSITYJOBS-HOUSING BALANCEINTERSECTION DENSITY TRANSIT RETAIL PROXIMITY RESIDENTIAL DENSITY

03 CREATE WALKABLE COMMUNITIES

04 PLAN FOR RESILIENCE 05 PROMOTE SOCIAL EQUITY



WHAT WE HEARD /
PUBLIC REALM

06 CELEBRATE THE WATER’S EDGE
Connect people and activity with 
the water’s edge and offer a variety 
of experiences from urban plazas to 
contemplative green spaces. Ensure 
equitable access to the water and 
park space.

Oslo, Norway Zhangjiagang Town River, China Habitat Island, Vancouver, BC



WHAT WE HEARD /
PUBLIC REALM

07 FOCUS ACTIVITY TO CREATE LIVELY, 
WELCOMING PLACES
Look for public places where 
neighbourhood shops, services and 
amenities could enhance the public 
realm, walkability and convenience 
for South False Creek residents and 
adjacent neighbourhoods

 Arlington, USA Rouse Hill’s Town Square, Australia The Goods Line, Sydney, Australia



WHAT WE HEARD /
HOUSING

08 INCREASE HOUSING CAPACITY + 
CHOICE WHILE RETAINING CHARACTER
Look for opportunities to introduce 
additional housing capacity and new 
building typologies while retaining 
the essential qualities of character 
and dignity that are the hallmark of 
the False Creek South community 

Wesbrook Village, UBCGround-oriented townhouses Co-op housing at River Spreefeld, Berlin, Germany



WHAT WE HEARD /
TRANSPORTATION

09 CONNECT COMMUNITIES, CONNECT 
TO TRANSIT
Repair poor connections to adjacent 
communities and take advantage of 
new transit infrastructure by focusing 
people and activity close to transit 
and providing direct, high quality 
pathway connections

Lonsdale Street, DandenongBilbao, Spain Green connections, Seattle, Washington
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FALSE CREEK SOUTH /
IN CONTEXT



DRAFT URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES

01 FIRST NATIONS 02 CHARACTER + PATTERN 03 SOCIAL CONNECTIONS

04 SUSTAINABILITY 05 RESILIENCE 06 WATERFRONT

07 FOCUSED ACTIVITY 08 HOUSING 09 CONNECTIVITY
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 Discussion + 

Mapping 



 

• Did we get it right? 
 

• Is anything missing? 
 

• How can the principle(s) be 
applied in FCS? 
 

 

DISCUSSION 

20 



FALSE CREEK SOUTH  
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Thank you! 

Web : vancouver.ca/FCS 
Email : falsecreeksouth@vancouver.ca 
Twitter : #FCSPlan 
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