
LEGIONELLA PNEUMOPHILA TEST 
FOLLOW-UP FLOWCHART
COOLING TOWERS*

*References: Vancouver Building By-law Book II, Division B, Article 2.2.11.6., 	
PSPC Standard MD 15161-2013 and ASHRAE Guideline 12-2020.
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Collect specimen for a Legionella pneumophila test, and submit to a laboratory within the  
lab’s required time-frame. If any cleaning or disinfection has been conducted, collect the specimen  

at least 48 hrs, but not more than 5 days, after the cleaning or disinfection.

Legionella pneumophila TOTAL Result (CFU per mL or MPN per mL)

STEP 1 

Collect 
Specimen

STEP 2 

Review 
Results

STEP 3 

Response 
Actions

STEP 4 

Routine 
Operations

Report the results  
to the City of Vancouver  

on-line within 5 days

Either ‘Not Detected’ or  
less than 10 CFU or  

MPN per mL
From: 10 to 1,000 

CFU or MPN per mL

Report the results  
to the City of Vancouver 

 on-line within 24 hrs

OR

Inspect and review for the 
cause of the exceedance and 

adjust operations

Inspect and review for the 
cause of the exceedance and 

adjust operations

Conduct ON-line remedial 
treatment within 24 hrs, 

then…

Conduct ON-line remedial 
treatment IMMEDIATELY, 

then…

Conduct OFF-line cleaning  
& disinfection within 7 days

Conduct OFF-line cleaning  
& disinfection PROMPTLY

Greater than 1,000  
CFU or MPN per mL

IMMEDIATELY report results  
to the City of Vancouver &  

Vancouver Coastal Health; for contact info see:  
vancouver.ca/operating-permit

RE-SAMPLE at least 48 hrs,  
but not more than 5 days after cleaning & disinfection

Continue Operations  
Keep records of all test results and corrective actions for at least 24 months.

STOP 
Aerosol 

Production
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