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Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 4" Meeting

Meeting Summary Notes

Date:
Time:
Location:

Present:

Regrets:

Agenda:

wvkwbhpe

Thursday, July 18, 2019
5:30 p.m. —=7:30 p.m.
Chinatown House, 188 East Pender Street

Alain Chow, Amanda Huynh = ¥i5¥, Aynsley Wong Meldrum, Bill Kwok, Carmut Me,
Danny Quon, Elisha Yao, Fred Kwok, Fred Mah, Glynnis Chan, Jordan Eng, Jugen Li, Jun
Ing, Kevin Huang E{&#¥, Kimberley Wong &4t %, Laiwan Chung, Leslie Shieh, Li Yu
Rong ZE %, Mark Lee, Michael Sing Yau Tan 22244, Michelle Fu, Sonny Wong,
Stephanie Leo, Terry Hunter, Vincent Kwan, Wang Zhao, Will Tao, William Ma, Y Vy
Truong, Henry Yu & Sarah Ling (UBC)

Guests: Nick Yung, Celyne Asnani, and Chinatown seniors (Chinatown Concern Group)

Staff: Tom Wanklin (Downtown Eastside & Chinatown); Baldwin Wong, Helen Ma, Helen
Lee, Joseph Li, Aaron Lao, Alan Chen (Chinatown Transformation Team /CTT)); Angela Ko
(Interpreter)

Cecil Charles Chi Chung Fung, Minna Van, Ross Lam, Queenie Choo (resigned as of July
18, 2019), Terry Yung (resigned as of July 18, 2019), To Trinh Diep, Willie Chan, Susie
Steinmetz (Province of BC)

Co-Chairs Opening Remarks, Communications/Community Agreement
Update on formation of Working Groups

City Updates

Community Updates

Name Game
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1. Co-Chairs Opening Remarks, Communications/Community Agreement

Communications/Community Agreement for future LSG Meetings:

We begin on time and end on time.
Take breaks to support your wellness.
What we say here stays here. What we learn here leaves here.
o It doesn’t help if in here you’re doing your best to collaborate, and then outside we're
tearing each other down.
We listen to learn rather than to respond or react.
o Give people the benefit of the doubt.
We respect that learning and personal process takes time.
We gather in a spirit of mutual support and respect.
o Assume positive intent. While we may have different approaches, we are all trying to do
what is best for Chinatown from our own views.
We have the freedom to change our minds.
Make space, take space.
o Be aware of the space that we take up - in conversation, in open discussions, in
relationships that we create here.

Additionally, representatives of SUCCESS Queenie Choo and Terry Yung have stepped down as an
organization from the LSG due to their current commitments. We have an opportunity at the end of this

termin
include:

December to decide on if and how to fill these vacancies. Considerations for the discussion may

Are we missing a certain perspective in this group?

Are we still maintaining gender balance?

If we agree to recruit, how many new members do we recruit?
What method will we use to recruit new members?

2. Update from sponsors on formation of Working Groups

Arts & Culture Working Group
(Sponsor: Sonny Wong — Hamazaki Wong Marketing Group)

Name change to “Culture & Arts” because the “Culture” umbrella is broader than just the “Arts”
How do we answer the question of “What is Chinatown-ness?”, given the complexities of our
intergenerational, diasporic, multi-background nature of Chinatown’s people?

Meetings: Welcome all members of the group to meet at Sonny’s office.

Public Education, Relationship Building, and Capacity Building Working Group

(Sponsor: Kevin Huang — Hua Foundation)
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Public education — Will look at public education about Chinatown as a place that includes many
other people that have traditionally not been recognized.

Relationship-building— There are opportunities with the Downtown Eastside (DTES), Hogan's
Alley, Strathcona, and other neighbouring communities that we haven’t been engaging.
Capacity-building — Will explore opportunities for members to be trained on various skills
including: grant-writing; facilitation; media training; and other areas of interest.

Small Business and Economic Development Working Group
(Sponsor: Jordan Eng — Vancouver Chinatown BIA)

BIA’s mandate is to promote the interests of businesses and property owners in Chinatown.
Will be drawing direction from the group members to decide what is feasible moving forward.

Heritage Working Group
(Co-Sponsors: Carmut Me — Heritage Vancouver & Fred Mah)

Heritage works across all WG & LSG topics, so this WG can potentially link all the other WGs. The
contemporary understanding of tangible and intangible heritage is that they work together and
it’s difficult to separate them.

Hoping for heritage-interested members to join, as well as those who may disagree with us.

Streets, Safety & Health, and Public Spaces Activation Working Group
(Sponsor: Mark Lee — Yarrow Intergenerational Society for Justice)

Will look at what streets, safety, and health in Chinatown looks like right now and what it should
look like.

How do we think about our differing experiences of safety, interacting with people in the street,
varying levels of access to health care, and make a plan with recommendations that make sure
that we are prioritizing a basic level of health, safety, and access for everyone in Chinatown?
Regarding public spaces and activation, what are underutilized public spaces in Chinatown? How
can we create a culture of some sort of use of space that allows everyone to participate?

General Working Group Updates

For new public members signing up online, each working group will decide how they’re involved.

The 6™ working group Low Income Residents and Living Conditions and Gentrification does not
yet have a sponsor, so if this is something you want to sponsor please let us know. CTT will
convene a meeting to invite potential WG participants and groups

Reminder that it’s up to the working groups to decide on, organize, and determine the format
and frequency of your meetings.
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Questions
e How the work of the WGs will get integrated with the other groups and the group at large. Has
there been a discussion about how that process might happen?

o Suggestions from CTT:

o Sponsors and Co-Chairs will have regular check-in meetings so we all know what each
other is working on.

o Staff from CTT will also sit in on the different WGs to make sure we’re all working
towards the same vision of Chinatown.

o Maybe consider having time for updates from WGs at LSG meetings.

3. Community Updates

Chinatown Today Volume 2: “Aunties, Elders, and Ancestors” — Y Vy Truong
e Looking for stories from community members in the form of artwork, photography, essays,
poetry, etc.
e Contact Y Vy Truong or Kathy Thai if you have questions, submissions accepted until August 21.

Beyond Pandas; Pride in Chinatown — Vincent Kwan; Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden
e Beyond Pandas (July 24) — Ongoing collaboration with the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of
BC, Heritage Vancouver Society, and Sun Yat Sen Garden to create awareness and opportunities
to learn about connecting to cultural heritage.
e Pride in Chinatown (August 1, 2019; 7:00pm) — Artist Paul Wong will be curating this event for
its 2™ year at SYS Courtyard and Gardens, celebrating queer Asian-Canadian art & artists.

Chinatown Craft Fair — Leslie Shieh
e Creative Chinatown Fair happened at Chinatown House over the weekend, focusing on Asian-
Canadian vendors from Chinatown, including artists and crafters with work that focused on
Chinatown themes.

City Awards — Kevin Huang (Hua Foundation) & Mark Lee (Yarrow Intergenerational Society for
Justice)
e Hua Foundation won the Organization category “Greenest City Leadership Award” with past
projects focused on an intersection of environmentalism, food movements, and Chinatown.
e Yarrow Intergeneration Society won the Youth category “Healthy City for All Award” for their
work building cultural connections with elders to combat social isolation and supporting access
to health care and housing.

Funding for Yarrow: Youth intergenerational development programming — Mark Lee; Yarrow
Intergenerational Society for Justice
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Yarrow received funding support from CTT for intergenerational development programming
which will build capacity amongst the Sticky-Rice Collective, a group of active volunteers in their
early 20s. Yarrow will be hiring staff to support this development and training.

Once trained, volunteers will be able to refer people back to the seniors’ outreach team. They’ll
be making at least 10 visits to different residences in the community as a measure to combat
social isolation amongst seniors. There will also be continued intergenerational programming in
the community planned by the Sticky Rice Collective.

Chinatown Festival (Aug 1) — Jordan Eng; Vancouver Chinatown Business Improvement Association

Will showcase 90 vendors and one of the biggest Chinatown events this year.
The movie Kung Fu Panda will be shown at the event on an outdoor screen.

New Chinatown Public Art/Garden Space— Michelle Fu; Co-Founder/Head of Finance & Equity at 221A

New multi-year art site by Squamish artist T'uy't'tanat-Cease Wyss located at Gore & Union,
where Ken Lum’s Vancouver Special art installation used to be.

Cease is a botanist and Indigenous storyteller. She “re-wilded” the land with five Indigenous
youth by replanting vegetation indigenous to the Pacific Northwest, specifically to the land that
Chinatown is on.

Will have English and Chinese signage for plants, with Squamish translations incoming, as well as
ongoing community programming in the coming years.

Open to the public from Tues-Fri, 12:00-5:00pm.

4. City Updates

Reminder: NEFC meeting happening next week, July 23", from 5:30-8:00. @ CCC Boardroom.
You have received an invitation to the workshop, RSVP by replying to dtes@vancouver.ca.
o Community can express how they feel about the process so far. Will help CoV pave the
way for what we can do better so it can reflect Chinatown’s vision in the NEFC plan.
Short demographic profile of Chinatown based on 2016 census data is now up on our website in

English and Chinese.

Parks has rescheduled Andy Livingston Park workshop for after August because they don’t want
to rush the conversation during summer when people are away. They will send out an invitation
when ready.

Hidden Gems Update

Recap: Hidden Gems was a public engagement campaign that crowdsourced information about
cultural assets in Chinatown and what is important to people in community, understanding
there are gaps in the research that’s been done to date.
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e Talked to 460 people since June 1*' via engagement: online; social media; on CoV’s website;
CTT’s newsletter; 4 in-person events, and 1 week of focused engagement

e Highlights include historical uses such as Green Door Restaurant; community gems such as
Ming’s Restaurant on Pender and Connie Yun (ex-President of Chau Luen); activities in
Chinatown such as weekly programming at the Chinese National League, or Cantonese opera
groups that meet in the basement 509 Main St; and past/present organizations that have
shaped Chinatown such as Rickshaw Theater, St. Francis Xavier Church.

e Next steps: work will continue until December on the inventory and identifying gaps. CTT will
present a report back to LSG in the fall with a statistical and thematic analysis of the inventory.
This will also form the basis of a report we’ll be making to city council in the Fall.

e If your organization wants to share more with CTT, please let us know and we can set up a time.

Question:

e “Isthere any possibility that we can get a draft of the inventory or a list in development now? It
would be very useful information for us as we move forward with our discussion.”

o The list’s street coverage is currently incomplete, but we can pull together preliminary
info for Working Groups. We'll share the inventory and report with the LSG and Working
Groups as soon as it’s ready.

e |n Chinatown, some of the population is Indigenous. We are the Chinatown Concern Group. We
are living on and occupying Indigenous territories that they never agreed to give up. The LSG has
representatives from every kind of group except for Indigenous peoples. We should see if
Indigenous peoples want to represent their interests here because they live in the Chinatown
too. How can we promote the participation of Indigenous people in this group?

o One answer is to invite Indigenous people to the working groups, because they are open
to the public. There is also a working group sponsored by Hua Foundation dedicated to
relationship-building with historic communities, so that is another possible venue to
involve Indigenous people.

o At the end of the year, staff will seek Council’s support to extend the term for LSG. This
may be an opportunity to recruit new members to fill vacant seats and gaps in
representation.

o CTTis also seeking interest from local First Nations and urban Indigenous groups

5. Name Game Activity
e “Names are important for relationship-building, so let’s get to know everyone’s name.”
e LSG members went around in a circle, passing a set of keys one-by-one while recalling the
names of those that held the keys before them while reciting: “... [person] said that Mike Tan
said that these are his special keys”.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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