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Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 5t Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019

Time: 5:30 p.m. —=7:30 p.m.

Location: Chinese Cultural Centre (Boardroom), 50 East Pender Street

Present: Aynsley Wong Meldrum, Carmut Me, Danny Quon, Elisha Yao, Fred Kwok, Fred Mah,

Jordan Eng, Jugen Li, Kevin Huang =& &, Kimberley Wong &= 11 %, Leslie Shieh, Li Yu
Rong ZE %, Mark Lee, Michael Sing Yau Tan EZE244, Michelle Fu, Minna Van, Ross
Lam, Sonny Wong, Stephanie Leo, Terry Hunter, To Trinh Diep, Vincent Kwan, Will Tao,
Willie Chan, Y Vy Truong, Sarah Ling (UBC)

Guests: Christina Lee, King-Mong Chan, Nick Yung, Sidi Chen, ZXB|{8, BiE3E, Z5HGE,
B, KinE BX

Staff: Mary Clare Zak (Social Policy), Eric Kowalski (Social Policy), Wendy Au, Baldwin
Wong, Helen Ma, Helen Lee, Joseph Li, Belle Cheung, Aaron Lao, Alan Chen (Chinatown
Transformation Team /CTT)); Adam Tam (Interpreter)

Regrets: Alain Chow, Amanda Huynh ¥ 5%, Cecil Charles Chi Chung Fung, Glynnis Chan, Jun Ing,
Laiwan Chung, Wang Zhao, William Ma, Susie Steinmetz (Province of BC)

Agenda:

1. Community Updates
2. LSG Updates
3. Working Groups:
o Updates from Sponsors
o0 Feedback from LSG members — Working Group Community Fair
4. Hidden Gems Update: Asset Mapping & Inventory Update

b

For Discussion: LSG year-end social Upcoming LSG Meetings
6. Meeting Adjourned



Sy o
VANCOUVER

1. Community Updates

Pride in Chinatown Event — Kimberley Wong
e 800 people attended with diversity of vendors and attendees

Chinatown Festival — Jordan Eng
e The event was successful. It was the biggest festival in Chinatown so far.

CHAPC Update regarding 728 Main Rezoning Application — Leslie Shieh
e This project at Main and Union Street was first brought forward in 2017. It proposed 15
stories and 99 condo units.
e The current revised proposal reduced the building to 11 stories with 73 condo units and 19
social housing units to replace the 22 SROs currently there.
e CHAPC’s feedback:

o The building’s expression as a gateway to Chinatown needs to be strengthened
because of its location; the building does not currently reflect Chinatown heritage.

o Rethink the glass balcony at the top.

o With Hogan'’s Alley as its laneway, CHAPC advises the building to make the best use
of its laneway-facing commercial unit by making it more prominent to achieve
laneway activation.

o Future retail tenants should reflect the values of Chinatown (i.e. not one large bank
that take up all ground floor spaces.)

Creative Chinatown Craft Fair — Minna Van

e The fair was successful, with 20 vendors and 300 attendees in 5 hours.

e |t was part of a 3-part series in partnership with the (Dr. Sun Yat-Sen) Garden and Hua
Foundation.

Event celebrating 70 years since the formation of the People’s Republic of China - Michael Tan
e Sunday 22, 12:00pm in Chinatown. There will be street closure and lion dance.

Comment on the length of community updates — Michael Tan

e Recognized that there were suggestions for updates to be provided in emails instead of in
person. However, not everyone reads emails. It is still valuable to provide updates at the
meeting.
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2. Legacy Stewardship Group Co-Chair Updates

Formation of Northeast False Creek Working Group

e Some LSG members, including the co-chair, attended a meeting last month organized by City
staff from the Downtown Eastside Planning Group. The second meeting is happening on
Wednesday September 25.

e The purpose is to involve Chinatown stakeholders to discuss implementation of the NEFC
plan, including the redesign of Andy Livingstone Park.

e Members of LSG are included in the working group meeting invitation. Please RSVP to
Bonnie Ma, Downtown Eastside Group if interested to attend.

Language Access at LSG Meetings
e The co-chair are actively exploring the possibility of holding a future meeting in Mandarin.
The purpose of this is to provide LSG members a shared experience of attending a meeting
that is not conducted in their native language.

All-Candidates Debate for the Vancouver East Riding
e Chinatown is a large part of the Vancouver East riding for the Federal Election.
e Some people have expressed an interest in holding an all-candidates debate in collaboration
with LSG in Chinatown.
e There is interest from the Co-chair to do this in the coming weeks.

Question from a LSG Member Regarding the Crisis in Hong Kong

e The co-chair received a question: “Does the LSG have any responsibilities to adhere to any
civic, provincial, or federal statement made thus far about the crisis in Hong Kong?”

e The co-chair clarified that LSG members do not have to adhere to government statements
on this topic. Members are free to express their opinions on any topics as individuals, or on
behalf of their organizations. According to the Terms of Reference, the elected co-chair are
the spokespersons for LSG on matters related to the Chinatown Transformation project,
which is the focus of the Group.

e The co-chair would also like to remind members to keep their organizations up-to-date on
LSG progress.

Shared Electronic Calendar for Working Groups
e Ashared electronic calendar has been created for all the Working Groups to use as a
coordination tool. All sponsors have access to edit and create events.

LSG Term Extension — Helen Ma

e The current term ends in December 2019.

e The co-chair and the staff team see that LSG meetings have been productive and positive.

o Staff would like to recommend to Council that the term of the LSG be extended to end of
2021, to allow for sufficient time for the completion of the Cultural Heritage Assets
Management Plan. If the plan is completed sooner, the group may discuss and recommend
dissolving before the end of the term.
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e This is also an opportunity to recruit new members to fill a limited number of seats vacated
by past LSG members. New members will need to be approved by Council. Staff recommend
beginning recruitment on October 1.

e There is general agreement by LSG members to have their term extended and to recruit new
members. LSG members are to confirm their availability and agreement to have their term
extended by email.

3. Working Group Updates

Culture — Sonny Wong

e Seven LSG members. Two meetings.

e Renamed from Arts & Culture to “Culture WG” because arts falls within culture and culture
in Chinatown is an all-encompassing subject.

e “Honor the past, respect the present, but reinvent the future.”

e Identified 12 different priority areas:

o Public spaces; events & entertainment; buildings & infrastructure; identity & value
of living heritage in culture; education; community participation and outreach;
external outreach; intangible assets.

o Wayfinding and signage — Not enough signage, particularly about CT culture.

o Cultural and economic development — How do we create a cultural context for new
businesses that reinforces what Chinatown could be?

o Culinary heritage — Food and food training could become a cultural anchor.

o Supporting traditional and contemporary arts —how do we secure space for arts
groups while bringing in contemporary art forms?

Relationship-building, Public Education, and Capacity Building (REC) - Kevin Huang

e  Four LSG members. Four non-LSG members. Four meetings.

e The group is meeting every two weeks, Tuesdays 5:30-7pm at Chinatown House

e Currently finalizing guiding principles and brainstorming projects for each topic as well as
drawing up values to prioritize projects, including short-term, medium and long-term
durations.

e The group plans to solicit feedback from other LSG members and the public before the end
of 2019 or early 2020.

e The group will also recruit members from the general public to join.

Heritage — Carmut Me & Fred Mah

e Two meetings.

e The group is developing guiding principles and mandate.

e There is general recognition about the need for awareness and education about heritage
issues.

e The group discussed recognizing and supporting existing programs for heritage buildings,
including expanding to buildings outside of Chinatown’s planning boundaries.
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Recognition that there are some existing gaps in practice and policy around heritage. The
group is looking to develop a community definition of heritage that enhances Chinatown’s
sense of place and identity and recognizes other heritage elements such as the legacy
businesses.

The group is working on inviting guest speakers or experts in the field to speak at the next
meeting.

Small Business and Economic Development WG — Jordan Eng

Six LSG members. Two meetings.

The group is looking into previous and current initiatives by the community and the City.
Potentially expanding membership to organizations such as Tourism Vancouver, VEC, St.
Paul’s, etc.

Discussed purpose and goals and began a SWOT analysis.

Streets, Safety, and Health / Public Spaces and Activation — Mark Lee

One meeting.

Started a discussion to get to a mutual understanding of where people are at and are
coming from.

Working towards building a foundation that will allow the group to understand where
disagreements are coming from how the group can move beyond past them.

The group is looking for people who are frontline workers and people who has direct, “lived
experiences” on the street.

Also looking for people with professional expertise in areas such as public health workers or
landscape architects that can help contribute to more technical conversations later on.

Low Income Living Conditions and Gentrification — Helen Ma

One meeting. Group has yet to choose its sponsor.
Staff will be organizing the meetings, taking notes, and giving updates in the interim.
Four LSG members. The group includes residents as well as service providers and other
neighbourhood representatives, including:
Key topics raised by the group include:
o Increasing low-income housing.
o Improving conditions of existing housing - includes seniors living in SRO units owned
by Societies.
o Importance of affordable services and shops to meet daily needs - concerns about
shops closing or moving away from Chinatown.
o Empowerment and involvement of seniors - directly involving seniors and
supporting them to advocate for their own needs.
o The need to build a strong relationship with the Indigenous community.
o The need to do more research to understand the different dialects spoken by
seniors.
Early project ideas include:
o Translating the service directory into Chinese.



="y oF
VANCOUVER

o Inviting members of the Indigenous community to join this group as a way to
continue building relationships and solidarity across Chinatown and Downtown
Eastside.

o Continue looking into a tool called the Community Benefits Agreement to leverage
benefits from the incoming St. Paul’s hospital.

o The group also discussed other organizations to invite to future meetings.

Working Group Community Fair Activity
e Sponsors sat at tables labelled with their respective working group titles and gathered
feedback and answered questions from rotating groups of LSG members.

4. Hidden Gems Update: Asset Mapping & Inventory Update — Belle Cheung

e Belle Cheung presented the outcomes of the asset mapping and inventory. Please refer to
the PowerPoint file for more details.

e CTT will present a set of draft values for Chinatown at the October meeting for LSG feedback
and input.

5. For Discussion: LSG Year-end Social and Upcoming LSG Meetings
e This item is deferred to next meeting.

6. Meeting Adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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