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Chinatown Legacy Stewardship Group (LSG) 6™ Meeting
Meeting Summary Notes

Date: Thursday, October 17, 2019

Time: 5:30 p.m. —=7:30 p.m.

Location: Chinatown House, 188 East Pender Street

Present: Alain Chow, Aynsley Wong Meldrum, Bill Kwok, Carmut Me, Fred Kwok, Fred Mah,

Glynnis Chan, Jugen Li, Kevin Huang =& #¥, Kimberley Wong &t %%, Laiwan Chung,
Leslie Shieh, Yu Rong Li &E %%, Michael Sing Yau Tan S2EE%f, Minna Van, Ross Lam,
Sonny Wong, Stephanie Leo, Terry Hunter, Vincent Kwan, Willie Chan, Sarah Ling (UBC)

Guests: King-Mong Chan, Nick Yung, Guang Yu Ying, Wan Ya Qing, Julie Chen

Staff: Wendy Au, Helen Ma, Helen Lee, Joseph Li, Belle Cheung, Aaron Lao, Alan Chen
(Chinatown Transformation Team /CTT), Tiffany Zhang (Interpreter)

Regrets: Amanda Huynh =¥ 5%, Baldwin Wong, Cecil Charles Chi Chung Fung, Danny Quon,
Elisha Yao, Jun Ing, Jordan Eng, Mark Lee, Michelle Fu, To Trinh Diep, Wang Zhao,
William Ma, Will Tao, Y Vy Truong , Susie Steinmetz (Province of BC)

Agenda:
1. Community Updates
2. Community Stories — History and Current Initiatives of the Chinese Cultural Centre
3. LSG Members Update
4. Chinatown Values — Group Discussion
5. Topics For Discussion
6. Meeting Adjourned
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1. Community Updates

Banquet of stories - Saturday November 2nd

e Sharing migration stories through food, hosted by Pacific Canada Heritage Center (PCHC)
Museum of Immigration.

e |f you would like to go to one of those events, contact Kimberley, Michael or Baldwin.

2. Community Stories — History and Current Initiatives of the Chinese Cultural Centre

Fred Mah — Past Director, Chinese Cultural Center
Fred Kwok — Chairman, Chinese Cultural Center
Bill Kwok — Vice Chair and Chair of Finance, Chinese Cultural Centre

Questions from the LSG Co-Chairs:

e What was the impetus for the CCC, and how did it become a reality? What kind of organizing
happened?

e What was the early role of the CCC and what is its role in Chinatown today?

e What are some currents engagements that the Chinese Cultural Center is undertaking?

Fred Mah — On CCC'’s history

e Fred arrived in Vancouver after repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1949. With the increased
immigration in the 50s, there was youth demand for activities and sports, but few opportunities
to access facilities due to discrimination.

e Attorney General Alexander Macdonald suggested a cultural centre to support youth activities.
Chinatown Societies convened an organizing committee, which Fred Mah volunteered as
secretary for. This group involved community members, UBC, banks, youth groups, and local
churches, and worked to rally the community around fundraising.

o Fred Mah and others went door-knocking to raise funds, receiving small donations from locals
and eventually donations from wealthier individuals.

e This was how the CCC got going. The multi-purpose hall was built to house younger people to
play sports, as well as host cultural performances.

Fred Kwok — On CCC’s current affairs

e After the formation of the CCC, they organized the first Chinatown Spring Festival Parade — since
then, the annual parade has been organized by the Chinese Benevolent Association.

e Around 30 years ago, the four large Chinatown organizations were meant to have distinct
functions:
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o Chinese Benevolent Association: community affairs between organizations and between
communities in Chinatown

o Chinese Cultural Center: cultural and educational amenities

o SUCCESS: new immigrant services

o Vancouver Chinatown Merchants Association: businesses.

e Chinese Cultural Center was the first major Chinese language school in Vancouver and is now
potentially the biggest across North America. They have expanded into other cities such as
Richmond, Vancouver East, Coquitlam, Burnaby, and Surrey.

e The Multipurpose Hall caters to many events, including free venue rentals for morning tai chi
and chi gung for old seniors. It is also a venue for Cantonese opera, Vancouver Fashion Week
and art exhibitions.

Bill Kwok — On the CCC'’s finances and future directions

e There are four buildings in the CCC, with 68,000 square feet total: administration building and
class rooms, David Lam Hall, commercial spaces, and a museum.

e The CCC operates on a $1.4 million annual budget that is raised internally without government
funding. Some programs are run at a lost, such as the Chinese School, because they are
important programs for the community.

e The CCCis working with government on the Chinese-Canadian Museum, with further details to
be confirmed.

e The CCCis currently developing a strategic plan for the next five years, which should be
complete in the next few weeks. Many LSG members have provided input. The plan will be
implemented in the near future.

3. LSG Members Update:

Yu Rong Li
e Yu Rong Li shared that from her own experiences, her and her friends, who are seniors, face
many challenges in the neighbourhood. For example, seniors are not able to communicate
with their doctors, going to the hospital is difficult without someone to accompany them.
e She also shared that organizations providing important services for seniors do not have
enough funding.
e She would like LSG members to focus on these issues more.

Jugen Li
e Jugen Li shared that as a newcomer to Canada, she felt it is important to learn about the
stories of those who contributed to Chinatown in the past, so we can respect history and
make effort to inherit the culture and legacies.
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e She also expressed that the living conditions for many residents need to be improved in
Chinatown.

e Guest from CCG, Nick Yung, sharing on behalf of another LSG member who was unable to
attend. The LSG member expressed that her eldest neighbour passed away in the social housing
building that she lives in. No one knew about the passing until a few days later when the
manager knocked on their door. She urged LSG to take seniors’ living condition and challenges
seriously.

4. Chinatown Values — Group Discussion

e The Chinatown Transformation Team sought public feedback through our Hidden Gems cultural
asset inventory about what is most important in Chinatown, and received over 500 pieces of
feedback. We also looked at 22 previous studies. With this information, CTT developed seven
draft values that define Chinatown’s legacy and inform how Chinatown can be shaped in the
future.

e This group discussion intends to gather LSG members’ feedback on these values.

e After collecting more feedback from the broader community, CTT will bring these values back to
an LSG meeting next year for their final review and support. These values will also be
incorporated into the long-term plan of Chinatown.

5. Topics For Discussion

e Setting dates for LSG meetings in 2020. Currently set for the 3rd Thursday of every month.
o Suggestion to set LSG dates for Wednesdays starting in January
e The LSG Social, on November 21%, will include time for working groups updates.
o Tea Buddies —a new LSG activity that will allow members to have an opportunity to get to know
each other on the LSG. The random pairs drawn are listed below:
o Carmut Me with Michael Tan o Terry Hunter with Laiwan Chung
o Michael Tan (2) with Vincent Kwan Aynsley Wong with Sonny Wong
o Stephanie Leo with Kimberley Jugen Li with Glynnis Chan

Wong Fred Kwok with Sarah Ling

o O O O

o Alain Chow with Yu Rong Li Kevin Huang with Leslie Shieh

6. Meeting Adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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